Improving EFL writing
through the process approach
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L INTRODUCTION

provite comprbensible and mesningfhl inpu that il aow students 1o b

s esourees avaiable (Hedge, 2000,
The

“dynamic merersons] consiut ha can be cxamied only by mesns of the overt
pertomance of oo or mor indvdusls n the proces. of communication (n Brow,
200240

Visteing with spesking and eding with wriing. O ame sid,a Brown & Yol (1983)ind
Siade (1986) mervion conversations are lstnce.o person arinted” cied i Tang &
W, 2002 Thati,what i spoken depends on what i iened st s reading and

may enhnce sadens” xpossre 1o g writen models (2002). Wrking i 3 complex
198 in Nunsn, 1959
oy e, 2000302,




spcific aws. Five difleen tex ypes writn by low nermedioe and nemediae FL
Ieames wee consdered for (i paper. The st sampl, text 1 (appedis A) s &

sy, et 4 (appendi D) 3 descripive ssay and nally tee § Gppendic F) 8
problemaving ey

2 THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

21 A diffcut wriing conext o cope with.

Wetn language camot be acqird by being pat of & speciic envionmen or by

over . shor peiod f tme. Students s reired 1o perform speific kil such 31

inrprtad” (Brown, 2007 98). Wriing reqires composes o cay ou 3 series of

oraniing information, slcting approprate anguse, makig s, reding and

evenader for stsdents when thy are sk LI weesand Lo proficent srs o the
ot angage (Richuds & Renandys, 2002 30)

s cochers. our main functions, when tcaching writen anguge, s concepal

and any thoreticl backgroud acuivd. W ca organise our writing lesons around

feasible 1o combine methods and approsches ccording 10 our tacing siatons and
Studens” eods (Hylad, 2005 2). Abough . iul comtext 1 cope with, echers




lowing themt s with oy e, 2000).

22 Praduc

pprosch to wrtng.

e 1950s and 1960, g tsshers focose e esonson 3 secific prodoct: &

conventioal to the audience’s views (Brown, 2007). To ahiev these ouls tachers
focusad on 4 spciic model which woukd uide studns in the cestion of their oW1

iy

Wit 2000) The teacher’s main bjctive was

o Tead stdents o produce & “wel

with ol and cxample f e et product

224 Clasaroam activite fo product wriing,

Once students e Tl ith he e g syl they move from conld 1o

Jeson woukd comsistof

s desks, eacher,studnts, whichord e

jostcamed

exampic tofollow iven byt tcache.

POT—————



1950 The echers

poimteand  supprter o thse grammtics ot

222 The beneti

s comstents n product writn

Icam hrough wiing may be orgoten.
23 Pracess Wriing,
ponicipted n 3 collge wiing cas nd ound

and agan while composing.

) They had indiidual sstgis o wgger weking: some ook nois while s
simply s o i

) Thir wriing proces was “reuive and generaie” they revioned, reead.

levl i mareadsanced wriers would s compiets pargrph.



) They revisd their exs by wiing something new, climinatd information,
eorgnizd, i

o) Linguistic problems, such 3 vocsbulary doubts, were It sside when st
s, '

idess when it

PR rep——

They pan s e i,
o writcn. oty o WAt i xiooks i, wrters do ot Gl 3t

v i s, e proces
Produces s o lnear a1 cted n Hedge, 2000309,

o them 0 podoce  qusiyprodoee (e, 2000,

2006) when composiion teachers el hat thei s nosded anethr 1pe of

pln, denify s and e and mplemen ossle slaions (ylad, 2005 10), The

crate  processaicated aprosch that can positely e witers” prfomace

process o discovery nd inking (Hdges, 2000) i whichsudns” purpose for g

ssiants and o paricptor of stdents eing (L Wi S, 1992,



I this pracess, the i i the cene of stenton and s nvaved in 3 postve.
encoumging, collborativ cnvironmen, within wich sudets ith smpl time and
miimum nrfrence, can work thiough their composing prossses” (S, 19875,

Emphsiestheprocess witers nderg o produe s witen vtone
Encournges stdents o nalyze and uderstand el widng proscsses

Alows  suden o dnil itgie 1o pla, s, and i,

Provides crough e 0wt and e

Emphsies the reviion proces.

Enables sudens o scove what they want 0 €xpres hrough wring

5 Givs opportunites forpoc nd tache ebock.
9. Encourges eaherstuden confrences roghout he compsiion process.

231 Clasroam sctvites fo process wriing.

as g 1

) Planaing. Wriersmay fcus on the it nd he ol nganization ey wish 1o

encourging e 1o write (Brown, 2007 Seon; 2002 by scivaing ay prio

10 e thewriten outcome (ens o udince).Brainstonming,mind-napping o
roup discussionsar o ativis sed o wigger sudens planvin skl
0

e presvriing stivites, they g0 on 1 produce thee s . Durng i s,

accuacy (Seow, 2002 317). Maliple drasenouragewriing without he presurs



speiic aining (Brown, 2007 tat  stdent may. nd Gl o cope with

Hyland & Hyland Q0015 fecdbck is n mportant component of esching
wriing because i asiss st in cbaning 3 beter undersanding of heic

it anguage. Pee fecdbock, . example o the difln ypes of delvery
modes supponts prosess wiing ith  focis an drfing snd reison (L &
Hansen, 2002) Rther th ot Focusingon rceiving informaion,pee fcdback

in e eaming (Lin & Hansn, 2002)

Reving g, Drating. revisig nd diing 2o hand by hand i proces
wriing. Once students revise a text thy are cagaging in daling st

he i intnds t commnicate (2002). For taches, . means to ecourage

(Beck, 1996 in Seow: 2002: 315, Encoragin studns e e work can b
emphasied wilh il fodback techiques, 33 mentiored i th previoss

e tescher to provide support fo obtiming s, oranizing informstion and

mewingtl commusicaton



Figue 1: The wing process (Son: 202:315)

o oftopic: by tesche e sudns
Prewitng: besastoin, collcin dt, e ki, o,
Compasing: gting ess down on papes.

Respons o drat: cacherpers espond 1 dess,oranization and sl
Reviing: eoranizin, syl auting o reders, g s
Respons o revilons: cachepeces spond 0 s, orgaizaion nd

e heskin ad cresing o, o,
rt—

Evauaton:cacher calates proges over e process.

Pubhings by clss o o prsenaion,nosce brds webics,

Follamup tavks: o s weshneses.

Figure 2. proces model of writing instrction (Hvland, 20031)




(Floer and Hayes, 1959 inHyland, 2009,

232 Same benefits and s ofprucess wr

St g actiiie 0 asure  meaningful and communicaive il product

such s g pofciency, el of cognive desclopment and inally difreces
betwes st an scond e ht sudt cary while writin (Sia, 1987, Othrs

contens (S, 1987) Accodin o Horoitz(199),process echin gives stdents he

19579)

3 THE TEACHING CONTEXT

1 Samples -3

program. Theie sty programs e stding gl partof s cor curse. The
25-tudent clas was vl in  privee niersty and ook 45 minucs of English

ot

public vty Thesesudents atended e esons with persons nd specific s in




was nsuced 1o 0 class of 10 students on  daily sl for 4 period of 120 minutes
summing upa ol o 100 ours fnsrcion.

mind.
and onpniztons churscteritic. I the follving sectons, | inrd 1o snalyze these
characeistics and desrbehow composes perfomed hr.

4 ANALYSIS OF WRY

NSAMPLES.

41 Problms with plasning & st Case One

g process (e n Hayes, 2004). S s the cseof sple st | appendix A), &
ity description

—

lines 57) by menoning who akes deisons in b hore, However, she coninues

Home o e 510, T woud b advisabe o give hese et and examples i paragrph

il ruls Honeves, the descripion scoms iscomplete. The stdent s 0 give

i g,

s 0 casc ones Brsistormi

and Group Work

heeschers

e



2000,

el cachofer o revise ther plan, ading o climiatin information.

42, Problan with plasning et Case T

Such ctiviies mntioned could o bneft sample e sppendis . This oinion

{his student Timed writn development o answer the guestion s than giving 3

i ot iked t0 he s ide of the paragraph . i the st people e boks
encylopedi, nwspapers (e and e hings gt iformated.

Pusgraph dontine |

prdict o e write outcome will b eprted (Brown, 2007 398).

howght o th opinion being developed n e pape The e ofthe word ainess i he




could aid s wir. A group discusion o sroup brinstoming is charsctezed by

Somhody By, 1991) o nly o the cacher o Frteschr's benei. Hoving them

autensc (Byme, 1991

43, Problan with sudicnce swarenen: Cae Theee

i ofhis
purpase nmind while writng.

431 Posi

Solution o Case Three: Pla rviion and Peer fedback,

complete,

e could be paired it & peer nd sked 1o share i pln focsing

Thertore,
anlyzscach ther's apes.



44 Avoidanceof the mulipledrat sage: Case For

prssue of gting i righ the it e, Bu, in many cases wriers sem o ot the

drafing actiies. This problemsolving ssay ncldes an nioducion,  body and &

e

P Fesdback/ Tencher Fcdback

441 Possile sluions o cas o
¥ consder i wrtin sampe could benef o s edback rpr 1
encourge th wee 10 produce  scconddafl As desrbed i seton 2.3.1 of i ope

ek,

Which cachpee shares h spefic et and gves cach e sugestions. Th ccher

.



45 Problms ith reiion sraegis: e Five.
Revision s o crucal sicp i mproving writen work. 165 no oaly abou corecting
mispelld or misusd words, a poiaed out i section 231 Revising nvolves -
cogaiv kil hatallow wies a2 and mpeve i work

Sumple x4 (appendis D), descipive sy, s the e’ past vacaion

opic senence, The i senence ‘Coarocolk, Jercri sy confse the readerand

siven nformasion

providad Tescr stdent confeencn coukd b developed - converstion n which
iing i discused and possbe suggestions e negorised. Addisoally, the g
insrucor cold be more explct in he sugeestons providd while renfrcing rel
communictive compecnce, o dseibed n scion 3.1 af i pper:

s.coxcLusion

{eaching et mes-cogiive skl s will Fad the 0 moved s

On the ot Hand, processwring ivolves guding sudnts 0 b profcent and compeent

Teachers, thertore, shoud peovide aubenic opporunies or pratice hat willlead



he ity
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7. APPENDIXES.

0 APPENDIX A: SAMPLE TEXT 1

and specific xampls o he e ot ol

1My it s e p by my o of 7 e o, my o of S0y, my

3 Refugio, my d Miguel Angel ad my sisr s called Danicl.

4y parencs sometimes e st with my siser nd me bt casy-going 00
S when e want o g0 out withcu s or when e do pary. Mastof the
e my mom i who decids. butaparenly my dd s bes opnion, sl

7ake dsicion together

5 hen e ave s pary,we can v 1 e o3 am, b depend he

i hey s tht w cn't v e i e e dy befre.

1210 my sitrand e don' e o o, my vt do't i s
13 permison g0 ot 10 wse urcompter. s fally we ped o cen .



72 APPENDIX B SAMPLE TEXT2

e comac. Yo mayiclde nformasion aboss s s orfol

1 iy des et

2Tk o very s forhe e, 1 happy o o ko bt sou Vo are
ot ging o el e, bt these day e e hinkin st you.
Jr—

st e, sy dicin, o

ot ey k. The clases e very inretingand 1 ke eranig e hings. |
o s a .

e pepleare very i and ol

Changingtopie. o of cngrlations for your ne work, you s an
Iacxcllen peson and you an do whatever you vant

i my i, amost | dou'e v g0 out whi e, ot s
Iaoctions v chatid with the,

3o yea, remenber Msoko, el t e

loveou

T ———

15 Love Vinent D

T6PSIT Sl 1 havethesome pumber of clephone, you ca comuicte wih 17



3 APPENDIX C: SAMPLE TEXT 3

a pinion sy develaping o ansnr 10 hisguesion.

i i s e, s mowadays youngpeope ke e
2oTthe et gt fomation s s, n e st
peopl s books, enclapeis, ewsgapers, news nd ot
e —

SSinc thy nvened e trnet peope forge shout et nforted
books snd ncycloped

peape most ofthe e s g
et o do ks, Romework,offc worksand hings e .

T my o pion T hink a5 bt 1 se e e 4o
meok because i so complicated, borng, and  oos e i1
o books, 5 hat s hy ' thankll with he person who
Hinvented e st b o with et | gt
Iacommnicated with my inds oy the msn, 1 ca watch idews, |
13cam dolond s, it s contorble the e of

e



74 APPENDIX D: SAMPLE TEXT &

Task Wt  descriptive s in which o desrie ourfumily ocatons. oy

My summr vacaion”
1 Contzacostos Verau. This s whe 1 spnd my summe vacaions rowing up.
2\Wher my e worked fora ndependent bost compans o N Yok Ciy:

yover

1ot

"

13 without the i mieors. s i windon hat fced e esch 1w

15 sactary. We woukddane 10 he s of e ol es.

16 We b el monkey who we amed Clo, it was a“Macaco” It was calld that,

So

i im Wik
20he ept buming o wlls




28 ke e ok ke a mermad. Mosherwould bay sme “Piayas” Tyl it
2470w in Coatcoulos) o ur it

25 A my iy nd 1 o walk longside f e besch “F1 Mlkeon” Thre

27 mamy hings, Bt the st amaing thing e was ey thesky ol lgh p
2wl s s,
»

13 bave . The .



SAPPENDIX C: SAMPLE TEXTS

pesibl soations 0 his problem.

s
7 et The wacr . s sment i v, And besaue o ivesdepend i
s
9 abou e ways of ks awy the wast. Theprolen i i ot s that b do

A proces o eyl the wate s the waste ot he wte it thy e
12 conaminating, The mostpoular way o ke away the wase s e thes 0 e
13 ivees,what i th worst dsmag, I affsts st sl plns andthe eople

"

16 Unforunaey, sovermmets do noin o comba hese vilaons and e




