
“Can't see the forest for the trees”: 
The importance of fungi in the context of UK tree planting

Tree planting now forms a major part of 
the UK climate mitigation strategy, with 
targets to increase the forest cover from 
the current 13% to 17%–20% by 2050. In 
our new paper, we highlight four key 
reasons why fungi should be considered 
in tree planting strategies. 

Following from these four reasons, we 
explore the ways in which the negative 
effects of fungi, such as plant and human 
disease, can be mitigated against, whilst 
also protecting and promoting the 
benefits of fungi in carbon storage and 
biodiversity. Based on this, we outline 
seven guidelines which should be 
integrated into existing tree planting 
guidelines and UK policy. 

Read the full paper 
open access: 
https://doi.org/10.100
2/fes3.371

Read our article in The 
Conversation:
https://theconversation.com/fungi
-the-missing-link-in-tree-planting-
schemes-175008

Please get in touch with questions, 
comments, and feedback: 

aileenbbaird@gmail.com
f.pope@bham.ac.uk
@AileenBBaird


