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Speakers’ Bios 

 

 

Keynote speakers 

 

Prof Steven Vertovec is Founding Director of the Max Planck Institute 

for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen, Germany. 

Previously he was Professor of Transnational Anthropology at Oxford 

University and Director of the Centre on Migration, Policy and Society 

(COMPAS). He is author of five books including Super-diversity 

(Routledge, forthcoming) and editor of thirty-five volumes including 

the International Handbook of Diversity Studies (Routledge, 2015). 

Prof. Vertovec has acted as expert or consultant for numerous 

agencies, including the UK Home Office, UK Department for 

International Development, British Council, the European Commission, 

the G8, World Bank and UNESCO.   

 

 

Prof Cecilia Menjívar is Professor of Sociology and Dorothy L. Meier 

Social Equities Chair at the University of California, Los Angeles. Her 

work centers on how state power manifests—through legal regimes, 

bureaucracies, and formal institutions—in the microprocesses of 

everyday life of vulnerable individuals in various contexts. She has 

published extensively on the effects of the immigration regime on 

immigrants’ lives. She is the recipient of a John S Guggenheim 

Fellowship and an Andrew Carnegie Fellowship. She has been Vice 

President of the American Sociological Association and is currently its 

President. 
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Plenary speakers 

 

Plenary Session 1: Migrants and refugees in the media. 

Barbara Serra 

Rob McNeil 

 Nazek Ramadan is the executive director of Migrant Voice. Nazek has 

over 30 years of experience working with migrants, refugees, asylum 

seekers and ethnic minorities in the UK focusing on promoting their 

voice, representation and participation in the media and policy making 

as well as on integration issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hasan Salim Patel is a former journalist and experienced strategic 

communication specialist, previously Hasan was with BBC news and Al 

Jazeera digital. He also worked as a comms and media engagement 

manager with the University of Birmingham, occasionally he writes and 

enjoys running.  
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Book launch: The Oxford Handbook of Superdiversity edited by Fran Meissner, Nando Sigona and 

Steve Vertovec  

 

Fran Meissner is Assistant Professor of Critical Geodata Studies and 

Geodata Ethics at the University of Twente, Netherlands. Among other 

positions, she has been an Assistant Professor of Urban Studies at the 

University of Leiden and a highly competitive Marie Skłodowska Curie 

Fellowship at the TU Delft and a Max Weber Fellowship at the European 

University Institute in Florence, Italy. She is also a long-term research 

partner at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic 

Diversity and one of the editors of the Oxford University Handbook of 

Superdiversity. Her research focuses on contemporary urban social 

configurations and how, in times of datafication, these are transformed 

through international migration. 

 

 
Nando Sigona is a social scientist with over fifteen years research and teaching experience in 

migration, refugee, citizenship and ethnic studies. He is the Director of the Institute for Research into 

Superdiversity (IRiS) and a Research Associate at the University of Oxford’s Refugee Studies Centre. 

Professor Sigona’s work investigates the migration and citizenship nexus. This is achieved through in-

depth examination of a range of experiences of societal membership including, but not limited to, 

those of: EU families, refugees, roma, undocumented migrants, racialized minorities, unaccompanied 

minors, dual citizens, ‘failed’ asylum seekers, and stateless people. 

 

Prof Steven Vertovec is Founding Director of the Max Planck Institute 

for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen, Germany. 

Previously he was Professor of Transnational Anthropology at Oxford 

University and Director of the Centre on Migration, Policy and Society 

(COMPAS). He is author of five books including Super-diversity 

(Routledge, forthcoming) and editor of thirty-five volumes including 

the International Handbook of Diversity Studies (Routledge, 2015). 

Prof. Vertovec has acted as expert or consultant for numerous 

agencies, including the UK Home Office, UK Department for 

International Development, British Council, the European Commission, 

the G8, World Bank and UNESCO.   
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Plenary Session 2: Human rights narratives in the UK’s hostile environment.  

Colin Yeo is the author of Welcome to Britain: Fixing Our Broken 

Immigration System, a book examining where we have gone wrong on 

immigration policy over the last twenty years and setting out some 

ideas for how to start putting things right. He is a barrister at Garden 

Court Chambers in London and edits the Free Movement immigration 

law blog (freemovement.org.uk), which he founded in 2007. Before that 

Colin worked for two charities, the Immigration Advisory Service and 

Refugee Legal Service. 

 

 

 

 

Agnes Woolley is Lecturer in Transnational Literature and Migration 

Cultures at Birkbeck, University of London. Her research makes the case 

nationally and internationally for the emergent, multi-disciplinary field 

of Critical Migration Studies, focusing on literature, theatre and film. 

She is the author of Contemporary Asylum Narratives: Representing 

Refugees in the Twenty-First Century (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014) and 

has published extensively on asylum, refugee arts, climate change and 

contemporary literature. Her current research on ‘migrant 

documentality’, examines how legal, bureaucratic, and legislative texts 

that determine contemporary migrant life constitute a neglected social 

ontology. She is a regular blogger on migration issues and works with 

grassroots refugee organisations in London. 

 

Gulwali Passarlay, BA (Hon), MPA, is the author of best-selling book “The Lightless Sky”, award winning 

Activist and Campaigner, Co-Funder of My Bright Kite and member of Afghan Refugee Expert Network 

in Europe (ARENE).  Gulwali is a dedicated advocate, humanitarian and spokesperson for refugees and 

asylum seekers across the U.K. and Europe. Since arriving in the UK in 2007 after being forced to leave 

Afghanistan as a 12 year old boy, Gulwali has achieved beyond all odds to become a well-respected 

and sought after public speaker, influencer and political campaigner for refugee’s rights, social justice 

and education. The experience of his journey to the UK shaped his future and inspired an insatiable 

determination and commitment to raise awareness and make a difference for other refugees. Among 

his many achievements, Gulwali graduated with a Politics degree from The University of Manchester 

in 2016 and he has read his MPA at Coventry university in 2018. Gulwali is the author of his best-selling 

autobiography, "The Lightless Sky: A Twelve-Year-Old Refugee's Harrowing Escape from Afghanistan 

and His Extraordinary Journey Across Half The World", Also known as ‘My Journey to Safety as Child 

Refugee’.  In his talks, Gulwali shares his captivating story of struggle, danger and resilience and how 

he miraculously survived the harrowing year long journey from Afghanistan to the UK, on his own, 

after being separated from his brother. Through his talks, audience’s young and old, are able to achieve 

an understanding of the extent of adversity that refugees face and thus be inspired to instigate positive 

change in their environments.’ 
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Plenary Session 3: The borders of migration studies 

 

Prof Carlos Vargas Silva (University of Oxford) 

 

Michaela Benson is Professor in Public Sociology at Lancaster 

University, producer and presenter of the podcast Who do we think we 

are?, and former editor-in-chief of The Sociological Review (2016-21). A 

sociologist with expertise in migration, citizenship and identity, she is 

particularly known for her research on lifestyle migration and Britain's 

relationship to its emigrants and overseas citizens at moments of major 

political transformation including Brexit and decolonisation. Her 

research funded by the ESRC has included the projects Brexit and 

British citizens in the EU; and her current research Rebordering Britain 

and Britons after Brexit (MIGZEN). From 2020-21 she held a British 

Academy Mid-Career Fellowship for her research into Britain and its 

overseas citizens. She has published several academic monographs 

including The British in Rural France (Manchester University Press, 

2011), and Lifestyle Migration and Colonial Traces in Malaysia and 

Panama (co-authored with Karen O’Reilly; Palgrave, 2018) and journal 

articles in leading sociology, geography and migration studies journals. 

 

Prof Mette Louise Berg (UCL)  

Prof Nando Sigona (University of Birmingham). 

  

https://whodowethinkweare.org/
https://whodowethinkweare.org/
https://brexitbritsabroad.org/
https://brexitbritsabroad.org/
https://migzen.net/
https://migzen.net/
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781847797742/
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137511577
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137511577
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Presenters’ Bios from A to Z 

Adriana Patiño-Santos is an Associate Professor in Modern Languages and Linguistics at the University 

of Southampton, where she is an active member of the research group Debating Ethnography. Her 

expertise is in sociolinguistic ethnography, language socialisation, narrative inquiry, and 

multilingualism. She has concentrated on the social processes that are produced in daily-life 

encounters by focusing on the intersection between language, ideology, and social positioning. She is 

interested in how young people and adults experience language issues when embarking upon life 

projects involving mobility. Her research has been published in key journals and book collections in the 

field. 

Ahmad Al-Shahma is a first-year PhD student (funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council -

AHRC) in the Department of Languages, Information and Communications at Manchester Metropolitan 

University. He received his bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature from Damascus 

University and master’s degree in TESOL and Applied Linguistics from Manchester Metropolitan 

University. Ahmad’s current research focuses on the impact of language learning and teaching policies 

and practices on re-imagining forced migrants’ socio-cultural resilience, integration, and citizenship.  

Ajoy Batta is a Professor and Head, Department of English, School of Humanities, Lovely Professional 

University, Phagwara, Punjab (India). He awarded his Ph.D. from the Faculty of English, School of 

Humanities, IGNOU, New Delhi. He has done extensive research on Fyodor M. Dostoyevsky, Soren 

Kierkegaard, Charles Dickens, Sigmund Freud, Franz Kafka, August Wilson, Ferdinand De Saussure and 

Noam Chomsky. He has organized and participated in a number of international and national seminars, 

workshops, and conferences. He has more than 45 national and international publications and 

authored several books. Currently, he is working on a project on European Literature and is supervising 

eight Ph.D. scholars. 

Ala Sirriyeh is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology at Lancaster University. Her research with migrant and 

refugee young people centres on their experiences and trajectories as they come of age in the context 

of migration. She is the author of The Politics of Compassion: Immigration and Asylum Policy (Bristol 

University Press, 2018) and Inhabiting Borders, Routes Home: Youth, Gender, Asylum (Routledge, 

2013). She is also the co-host (with Prof Michaela Benson) of the podcast Who do we think we are? 

Beyond the headlines.  

Alessio Surian works as Associate Professor at the University of Padova where he teaches and conducts 

research since 2001. He teaches Transformative Learning, Participation and Group Dynamics in the 

Social Work and in the Local Development master degrees. He is a member of the steering group of 

the Intercultural and Migration Studies Interdepartmental Centre (CIRSIM). He collaborates with the 

University of Buenos Aires (Cátedra Libre de Ingeniería Comunitaria), with the Latin American Council 

for Social Sciences (CLACSO) (as a member of the Critical Pedagogies and Popular Education Working 

Group), and with three Special Interest Groups of the European Association for Research on Learning 

and Instructions (EARLI) (10 Social Interaction, 21 Learning in culturally diverse settings, 25 Educational 

Theories). 

Alicja Kaczmarek is the founder and director of Centrala Space and Polish Expats Association, a non-

profit organisation set up in 2009 to support the integration of Central and Eastern European (CEE) 

migrant communities in the UK and the promotion of CEE art and culture. Alicja has a degree in 

Sociology from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland, an MA in Social Policy from the 

University of Birmingham and a Post Graduate Diploma in CBT therapy from Coventry University.  

Moved to Birmingham in 2004, Alicja’s practice focuses on community development, migrant 

integration inclusive project design, research implementation and international development.   
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Altay Manço is Doctor in psychology. He is the Scientific Director of the Institute for Research, Training 

and Action on Migration (IRFAM), based in Liège, Belgium. He is the author and editor of numerous 

essays and books on migration, among them Formation d'adultes et interculturalité : Innovations en 

pays francophones (2008), L'apport de l'Autre (2017) and L'inclusion des personnes d'origine étrangère 

sur le marché de l'emploi (2021).  

Amy Burge is a Lecturer in Popular Fiction at the University of Birmingham. Her work focuses on 

popular genres, in particular romance, with a focus on intersectional readings and approaches. She has 

a particular interest in representations of migration in popular fiction and has contributed a paper on 

the topic to the IRiS Working Paper Series, 2020. An IRiS Affiliate researcher, she has developed a 

seminar series on children’s literature and migration for the British Library and currently supervises 

PhD research in migration fiction.  

Angelo Ishi is Professor at the Faculty of Sociology, Musashi University in Tokyo. As a Brazilian of 

Japanese descent, he has conducted extensive field research about Japanese-Brazilians as well as the 

Brazilian diaspora worldwide, with a focus on the media and cultural issues. Member of the Board of 

the Japanese Association for Migration Studies, Managing Director of the Association of Nikkei & 

Japanese Abroad, and member of advisory panels related to migration policies for several Japanese 

Ministries. Also joined the NODE network. Coauthor of Living in Two Homes: Integration, Identity and 

Education of Transnational Migrants in a Globalized World (2017, Emerald). 

Anna Granata, PhD, is a professor of Pedagogy at the Department of Human Sciences for Education 

"R. Massa", University of Milan-Bicocca. She teaches Intercultural Education to future teachers and 

educators. She works on intercultural relations at school, young refugees migrations, citizenship and 

identity processes. She is the author of many books and journal publications on these topics, in Italian, 

French and English.  

Antje Lindenmeyer is a Lecturer in qualitative research and medical sociology at the Institute of Clinical 

Sciences, University of Birmingham. She is co-investigator and qualitative lead on the Vulnerability; 

Migration, and wellbeing’ project. She contributes qualitative expertise to a range of research projects 

on health and wellbeing and has a strong interest in transnational experiences of health and 

healthcare. 

Ayla Torun is an independent researcher about film studies. She worked as assistant professor in new 

media and communication in Istanbul, Turkey. She was graduated from Marmara University, Faculty 

of Communication, Radio-Television department and she took her MA degree from the MU Institute 

of Social Science, Public Relations. She took PhD on Cinema-Television at Beykent University, with 

thesis investigating the minorities and migration in cinema. She taught new media and cinema at 

universities in Istanbul. Her documentary films has been screened at international film festivals and 

articles were published in international academic journals. She continues her studies in London, United 

Kingdom. 

Ayu Kusumastuti is a permanent lecturer at Universitas Brawijaya's Department of Sociology, 

Indonesia. She is currently a first-year PhD student at the University of Leeds' School of Sociology and 

Social Policy, UK. Ayu is a researcher at Universitas Brawijaya's Mobility and Social Security research 

group and a member of the Leeds Migration Research Network (LMRN) at the University of Leeds. 

Basma El-Doukhi is a Palestinian human rights activist and a refugee herself. She has been active in 

humanitarian and development work with displaced people in the past 12 years through community 

outreach and mobilization, advocacy, protection from sexual and gender-based violence, and child 

protection. Basma has presented in several international conferences around the world on refugees’ 

protection; Migration, displacement, and gender equality. Basma received a full scholarship from the 
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University of Kent in the U.K. to complete a PhD in migration studies focused on global south refugee-

led responses in humanitarian action. She holds a master's degree in development and emergency 

practice at Oxford Brookes University. She is dedicated and passionate about refugee protection, 

humanitarian action, advocacy, campaigning, and community outreach. 

Ben Rampton is Professor of Applied & Sociolinguistics at King's College London (www.kcl.ac.uk/ldc). 

He does interactional sociolinguistics, and his interests cover urban multilingualism; youth, ethnicity 

and social class; conflict and (in)securitization; and language education policy and practice. His books 

include Crossing: Language & Ethnicity among Adolescents (Longman 1995/Routledge 2018) and 

Linguistic Practice in Changing Conditions (Multilingual Matters 2022). He also edits Working Papers in 

Urban Language and Literacies. He was founding convener of the UK Linguistic Ethnography Forum, 

directed the King’s ESRC Interdisciplinary Social Science Doctoral Training Centre from 2011-2014, and 

is regularly involved in adult ESOL teaching. 

Benedicte Brahic is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology at Manchester Metropolitan University where she 

co-convenes the Migration and Interdisciplinary Global Studies (MIGS) research group. Her research 

interests concern the intersections of gender, migration and bordering. Her recent published work 

explores the impact of uncertain migratory contexts and citizenship status on migrant families in Brexit 

Britain. She currently leads on the Global Challenges Research Fund ‘Higher Educational Attainment 

inequalities and Single-parent families in South Africa: differences by region, gender and race’ (HEAPS) 

project which explores the impact of growing up in a single-headed household on access and success 

in Higher Education. 

Bircan Ciytak is a PhD student at the Institute for Research into Superdiversity (IRiS), University of 

Birmingham, UK. Her doctoral research focuses on the sense of belonging and identity of migrants 

without migration experience. She is interested in research covering diaspora governance, identity, 

belonging, and political emotions. Besides her doctoral research, Bircan is working as a research 

assistant and community researcher at IRiS. 

Caitlin Nunn is a Research Fellow in the Manchester Centre for Youth Studies and co-convenor of the 

Migration and Interdisciplinary Global Studies (MIGS) research group at Manchester Metropolitan 

University. Her research is located at the intersection of Refugee Studies and Youth Studies, with a 

particular focus on the lived experiences of refugee-background young people settling in the United 

Kingdom and Australia. She is currently an Investigator on the UKRI-funded Ancient History, 

Contemporary Belonging and Voices of the Future – UK Treescapes projects, and Co-PI on the Nuffield-

British Academy-funded project: Nature-Based Integration: Connecting Communities with/in nature. 

Camilla Spadavecchia is an assistant professor at Tilburg University (NL). Her research focuses on 

highly skilled migrants and well-being with an intersectional lens. Her teaching focuses on migration, 

and cultural and gender diversity, and  she is the course coordinator on Diversity policies for the Master 

in Management of Cultural Diversity.   

Camilla Spaliviero is a Postdoctoral Researcher at Ca' Foscari of Venice; Linguistics and Cross-Cultural 

Studies, and an expert in migration, pedagogical methodology for an intercultural integration process. 

Carmen Zamorano Llena is Professor of English at Dalarna University, Sweden. She is Series Co-editor 

of Peter Lang’s Cultural Identity Studies series. She has published widely on contemporary Irish and 

British fiction and poetry, including her monograph _Fictions of Migration in Contemporary Britain and 

Ireland_ (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020). She is also co-editor of several collections of essays, including 

_Transculturality and Literature: Redefinitions of Identity in Contemporary Literature_ (Rodopi, 2013) 

and _Crisis and the Culture of Fear and Anxiety in Contemporary Europe_ (Routledge, 2022, 
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forthcoming). Her research interests include literatures of migration, literary gerontology, and 

literature and emotions.  

Carolien Lubberhuizen is a PhD candidate at the department of Human Geography and Spatial 

Planning of Utrecht University (NL) and at the department of Social and Cultural Anthropology at KU 

Leuven (BE). She is one of the researchers for the Horizon2020 project ReROOT, conducting 

ethnographic research on arrival infrastructures surrounding agricultural labour migration in the 

Netherlands (Westland) and Belgium (Haspengouw). She is specifically interested in the ways these 

arrival infrastructures for and by migrant workers interact with, and (re)produce precarity, 

(im)mobility, temporality and orientations towards the future.  

Catherine Ruth Craven is a Research Fellow at the Institute for Research into Superdiversity at the 

University of Birmingham, where she works on the ESRC-funded project MIGZEN - Rebordering Britain 

& Britons after Brexit. Catherine’s research focuses on migration and diaspora governance, particularly 

how states engage with and discipline their emigrant populations, and the global and local power 

relations that such governance is embedded within. Most recently, she has been interested in 

exploring the global historical entanglements that underlie many contemporary migration governance 

and bordering practices. Her research has been published in Global Networks.  

Cátia Verguete is Deputy Director of the Camões Institute in the UK and Visiting Research Fellow at 

the Centre for Language, Culture and Learning, at Goldsmiths, University of London. Her doctoral 

research (2022) examined the legal framework that has regulated Portuguese Education Departments 

overseas and its interplay with the experiences and perceptions of teachers and administrators 

working in England. Her scholarly interests include language planning and social justice, 

multilingualism, and educational language policy.  

Choen Yin (Helen) Chan, is a Senior Tutor and doctoral researcher at the Manchester Institute of 

Education, at the University of Manchester. She was born and raised in the UK to migrant Chinese 

parents, making her an insider researcher of her PhD which explores UK-Chinese families. Her previous 

academic training was in Intercultural Communication, and her previous profession was a teacher of 

English to students in China. It is a mixture of these prior experiences that have shaped her 

understanding of the PhD project.    

Christina Fakalou is a PhD student of the Department of Linguistic and Intercultural Studies, at the 

University of Thessaly, Greece. She holds a BA in History and a MA in Language Education for Migrants 

and Refugees. Her PhD research investigates asylum from sociolinguistic perspectives. For the past 

three years she has been working as a state asylum official in Greece where she is encountering 

sociolinguistic superdiversity in action. Her research interests are Linguistic Landscape Studies, Critical 

Discourse Analysis, Critical Media Literacies, Multimodality, Language Ideologies, Language, Gender 

and Sexuality, and Asylum.  

Christopher Thorén is a PhD candidate at the Department of Sociology and Work Science and Centre 

for Education Science and Teacher Research at Gothenburg University. His research project is about 

Muslim students in Swedish suburban schools. Touching upon subjects such as racialisation, 

islamophobia, secularism, superdiversity, conviviality and how it affects strategies for education 

among Muslim students with migration backgrounds. Christopher has a background as a musician and 

music teacher. He has worked in Islamic elementary schools in a superdiverse suburb in Gothenburg 

for several years, experiences that have served as inspiration and an asset in his current study.  

Csilla Hajnal-Smith: I am a postgraduate student in Sociology from the Central European University in 

Budapest/Vienna, and I am interested in race, racialisation, ethnicity and Critical Whiteness Studies 

with particular attention to the racilaisation of Eastern European migrants. I also hold an MA in 
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Contemporary History from the University of Sussex. I also work with non-profit community 

organisations trying to tackle prejudice, anti-Semitism and intolerance present in Hungarian society.  

Dirk Geldof is professor of Sociology at the Faculty of Design Sciences at the University of Antwerp. He 

is senior Researcher at the Centre of Family Studies (Odisee University of Applied Sciences Brussels). 

His research focuses on superdiversity in Belgium, and on Belgian refugee families and asylum policies. 

Dirk.geldof@uantwerpen.be  

Dylan Fotoohi (BA MSc) is founder and director at Refugees for Justice, Co-Director at Migration 

Exchange, External Grants Committee Member at Justice Together Initiative, and member of the Young 

Academy of Scotland at Royal Society of Edinburgh. Previously he has worked as a Humanitarian 

Service Manager and a Development Officer with Scottish Refugee Council and a Senior Community 

Development Officer at Freedom from Torture. Dylan has a degree in Community Development and a 

Master’s Degree in Global Migration and Social Justice from the University of Glasgow. 

Efrat Ben-Ze’ev (DPhil. Oxon., social anthropology) is an associate professor at the Ruppin Academic 

Center. She has published in the field of historical anthropology, social memory, and spatial 

perceptions of the Palestinian Israeli conflict, including Remembering Palestine in 1948: Beyond 

National Narratives (Cambridge University Press, 2011). 

Eiko Thielemann's research focuses on EU and Comparative European policy making in particular on 

issues such as: Multi-level governance, regionalism and devolution, regional and state aid policy; 

Asylum and immigration. His current projects include a monograph on 'EU Policy-Making', a special 

issue for the Journal of Refugee Studies and an edited volume on 'EU Burden-Sharing'. He is also 

Director of the MSc International Migration and Public Policy at the LSE. 

Ekaterina Vorobeva did her BA in Cultural Anthropology at the Herzen State University (Saint 

Petersburg, Russia) and her MA in Baltic Sea Region Studies at the University of Turku (Finland).  She 

also completed a Master’s specialisation in “Globalisation, Migration, and Development” at the 

Radboud University (the Netherlands). Prior to the start of her PhD, Ekaterina worked in several 

research projects on forced migration, transnationalism, and migrant entrepreneurship in Finland and 

Malta. She co-authored scientific articles and book chapters published by International Migration, 

GeoJournal, SAGE Business Cases, Palgrave Macmillan and Springer. Ekaterina’s current research 

interests include transnationalism, social and economic integration of immigrants, migrant and 

minority entrepreneurship.  

Elena Zambelli is Senior Research Associate at Lancaster University, where she is part of the 

Rebordering Britain and Britons after Brexit (MIGZEN) research project team. For her PhD (Gender 

Studies, SOAS), she explored Italian and migrant women’s subjectivation processes in Italy across 

spaces of sexual consumption and sex work. As a postdoctoral researcher (VU Amsterdam), she 

investigated interracial and mixed-status couples’ experiences of racism and discrimination in Europe. 

In the past, she has worked in international development programmes in the MENA region.   

Elif Çetin is an Assistant Professor at Yasar University, Department of International Relations 

Department and a Research Associate at the Von Hügel Institute (Cambridge/UK). Elif holds a Ph.D. 

from the Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Cambridge, and her 

dissertation was on ‘Political Debates, Policy Objectives and Outcomes in British and Italian 

Immigration Politics,1997-2010’. Previously, Elif was awarded Jean Monnet scholarship and conducted 

her M.A. at the Department of Political Science, University of Leiden, and has a B.A. from the 

Department of International Relations, Bilkent University. She was a visiting scholar at the MPC/EUI 

(Florence) and COMPAS (Oxford).  
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Elif Keskiner is an assistant professor in the sociology department of VU Amsterdam. Her research 

broadly falls under the areas of ethnic and migration studies, sociology of education and youth 

sociology, with a focus on social inequalities. She is particularly interested in how ethnic, social class 

and gender inequalities are (re)produced or overcome applying a comparative lens.  

Elizabeth Mavroudi: I am a Reader in Human Geography in the School of Social Sciences and 

Humanities at Loughborough University. I have written extensively on diaspora and on migration more 

broadly, and on themes such as diversity, community, identity and politics more specifically. I have 

published a book called Global Migration with Caroline Nagel in 2016 and edited others on migration 

and diaspora. I have done research on the Greek, Jewish and Palestinian diasporas in different 

locations, and also on UK immigration policy in relation to highly skilled migrants.  

Ellen Bishop is an ESRC funded PhD researcher in Geography at the University of Leicester who has 

recently submitted her thesis and is awaiting her viva. Ellen is the Convenor of the Critical and Creative 

Geographies Research Group meetings at the University of Leicester. She has published her work in 

Compass: Journal of Learning and Teaching, and Child Abuse and Neglect, and has an upcoming chapter 

in the Concise Encyclopedia of Human Geography (Elgar Encyclopedias in the Social Sciences series) in 

press.  

Ellen Liptrot completed a BA (Hons) in Teaching, Learning and Child Development at Edge Hill 

University in 2020. She recently completed her Masters by Research degree in the Department of 

Social Sciences at Edge Hill University, under the supervision of Zana Vathi and Lisa Moran. Her 

research focused on the educational experiences of asylum-seeking and refugee children in the COVID-

19 pandemic, with a focus on resilience, agency, and autonomy in migrant families. Since 2021, she is 

a member of the Steering Committee for the Lancashire based community action group, Women Unite, 

working with migrant, asylum-seeking and refugee women and their children.  

Emma Soye is currently completing a doctorate at the University of Sussex as part of the EU-funded 

‘RefugeesWellSchool’ project, on school-based interventions for migrant and refugee wellbeing. Emma 

has conducted research on refugee education and wellbeing for a number of international 

organisations including UNICEF, Save the Children UK, the Institute of Development Studies, and GIZ. 

She has an MA in Development Studies and lectures on BA and MA modules on migration and 

wellbeing at the University of Sussex. 

Emmaleena Käkelä (PhD, MSc, MA Hons) is a researcher at Queen Margaret University and the 

University of Strathclyde. Her research interests are in the areas of forced migration and asylum, 

cultural and identity negotiation and the relationship between gender-based and structural forms of 

violence and harm. Her doctorate examined refugee women’s changing vulnerabilities in relation to 

female genital mutilation and other forms of gender-based violence from a migration perspective. She 

currently works on three research projects addressing refugees’ social and economic inclusion; migrant 

women’s help-seeking strategies; and gendered mobilities, vulnerabilities and resilience during and 

post Covid-19 pandemic. 

Eric Macias (he/his) is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Latin American, Caribbean, and Latina/o Studies 

Department at SUNY at Albany. His dissertation explores the ways in which Central American 

undocumented youth from who are pushed-out of high school before graduating negotiate a sense of 

inclusion and belonging in a neighboring county to Washington DC. More broadly, his academic 

interests are based on topics of race and ethnicity, undocumented migration, citizenship, alternative 

education, youth studies, Latinx studies, and transnational migration. Eric recently earned Honorable 

Mention-Alternate recognition by Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship and is currently a Fellow 

with the Penn-Birmingham Transatlantic Fellowship Initiative. 



12 
 

Erika Herrera Rosales is an Early Career Research Fellow at the Institute of Advance Studies at the 

University of Warwick. Her PhD research explores the consequences of the relationships between 

Central American migrants and NGOs. Drawing from critical perspectives on humanitarianisms and 

bordering practices she explores the experiences of vulnerable individuals with non-sate actors. She is 

interest in topics of transnational migration, innovative methodologies and colonial legacies. 

Previously she has worked with refugees, asylum-seekers and victimisations surveys in Mexico City. 

Estefania Castañeda Pérez is doctoral candidate at the UCLA Department of Political Science. Her 

research focuses on gender, race and ethnicity, conceptualizations and consequences of state violence, 

and border politics. Her dissertation examines the how the lives of transborder commuters are 

impacted by their border crossing experiences and interactions with U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection. Her research is supported by the APSA Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, 

the National Science Foundation and the Ford Foundation. Castañeda Pérez has a master’s degree in 

Political Science from UCLA, and a bachelor’s degree in political science with an honors minor in 

interdisciplinary studies from San Diego State University. 

Fabio De Blasis is a research fellow at the University of Urbino Carlo Bo. He holds a Ph.D. in Global and 

International Studies obtained from the University of Bologna. He has worked on several international 

cooperation projects in East and West Africa and conducted empirical research in Tanzania, Eritrea, 

Niger, and Senegal. His research interests include social and economic transformations in developing 

countries, migrant labor, and transnational migration.  

Farwa Batool is a research assistant at the Manchester Metropolitan University. She currently works 

on the Horizon 2020 Project on MICREATE- Migrant Children and Communities in a Transforming 

Europe (see www.micreate.eu) which looks at experiences of migrant children in over 10 countries 

across Europe.   

Franka Zlatic holds a BA and an MA in Cultural Studies from the University of Rijeka, Croatia. The aim 

of her PhD research at the University of Nottingham is to create portraits of individual migrants, relying 

on the concept of super-diversity and to locate these portraits within a bigger picture of translocal and 

transnational spaces, while taking a step back from methodological nationalism. She was granted Vice-

Chancellor’s Scholarship for Research Excellence (EU), two Tri-campus awards, and best PGR 

publication award at the School of Sociology and Social policy, where she also teaches seminars for 

two undergraduate core modules. 

Gabriella D’Avino is undertaking an ESRC DTP funded PhD in Social Policy at the University of 

Birmingham. She completed an MA in Social Research (Social Policy) at the University of Birmingham 

and an MA in Human Rights, Culture & Social Justice at Goldsmiths, University of London. Her PhD 

looks at the social networks of refugees resettled in the UK through the Community Sponsorship 

Scheme and the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme. She has researched refugee resettlement 

and community sponsorship programmes for the Home Office in the UK, the SHARE QSN in Europe 

project and the University of Ottawa Refugee Hub. 

Gabriella Elgenius is Professor of Sociology at the University of Gothenburg and PI of the two projects 

LOCALiTIES and Rethinking Integration. She works in the field of political sociology in two main areas: 

on civil society and integration in socioeconomically and superdiverse areas, and on ethnic nationalism 

and populism of the radical right. Gabriella works with mixed methods, multi-site, and comparative 

qualitative designs. Gabriella is a Fellow of the RSA.  

Giulia Marroccoli has worked in various research dealing with migration related issues – e.g. refugees 

and asylum seekers, discriminated minorities (Italian Roma people), immigrant descendants, formal 

recognition of migrants’ human capital. She has also worked in different NGOs as educator, mainly 
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with migrant children and asylum seekers. She holds a PhD in Sociology and is currently junior research 

fellow at the University of Turin. Her main research interests are: international migration and inclusion 

processes; interethnic relations; immigrant descendants: inclusion, social mobility, professional 

careers; social stratification and inequalities; enhancement and recognition of foreign educational 

qualifications.  

Helen Nethaway is a PhD student in Social Policy at the University of Birmingham. She is a volunteer-

ethnographer in a charity in Sandwell that support people in the asylum system and she also works 

alongside women in communities across Birmingham. Her thesis takes a novel approach by examining 

how necropolitics is resulting in multiple epistemic injustices for women in the asylum system, through 

the central focus of 'materiality of food'. Helen’s research is founded on a participatory approach.  

Hideki Tarumoto is Professor at Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University, Japan. He 

obtained his Doctor of Sociology from the University of Tokyo, Japan (1999). He was Research 

Associate (1995-1997), Associate Professor (1998-2015), Professor (2016-7) at Hokkaido University, 

Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Warwick, UK (2001), Invited Professor at Sciences Po Paris, 

France (2013). His research interest goes to citizenship and migration, and ethnic stratification, in 

European and Asian countries, with publications: Immigrant Acceptance in an Ethnic Country; Why 

Restrictive Refugee Policy Can Be Retained?; The Limits of Local Citizenship in Japan.  

Himadree Sonowal is a PhD candidate at the Centre for East Asian Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University. She did her Master's in International Relations from Jawaharlal Nehru University, India. Her 

research focuses on Chinese diaspora and International Relations. She has a keen interest in diaspora 

studies, migration and intersectional feminism. 

Irina Chukhray is a PhD student in the Sociology department at University of California, Davis. Her 

research focuses on 1.5-generation immigrant youth, college-going, sociology of education, qualitative 

and quantitative methods. Her research on age-at-arrival, social capital, and college-going has earned 

Honorable Mention from the Society for the Study of Social Problems and a fellowship from the 

University of California, Davis.  

Irina Kuznetsova is an Associate Professor at the School of Geography, Earth and Environmental 

Sciences at the University of Birmingham. Her recent projects focus on the social consequences of 

population displacement from Ukraine’s war-torn territories including internal and international 

displacement since 2014, was supported by Art and Humanities Research Council, UK, British Academy, 

and Wellcome Trust. Kuznetsova also works on the impact of migration on rural communities in LMI 

countries, the impact of forced displacement on wellbeing in Ukraine, Brazil, and Nigeria.  

Ismintha Waldring is an assistant professor in VU Amsterdam Sociology department. She holds a joint 

PhD in sociology from the VU University Amsterdam and the University of Antwerp. Her doctoral 

dissertation traced back the pathways to success and labour market experiences of highly-educated 

second-generation professionals of Turkish descent in four European countries. Her research interests 

include boundary strategies, subtle mechanisms of exclusion in organizational settings (the education 

sector in particular), and the role of education professionals in majority-minority city contexts in 

Europe. 

Jaafar Alloul is a postdoctoral research fellow at NTU Singapore’s Division of Sociology. He received 

his (joint) PhD in social anthropology from the University of Amsterdam and KU Leuven. His empirical 

work has engaged the Bourdieusian sociological canon for the benefit of migration studies, developing 

such analytical tools as ‘racial capital’ (2020), ‘traveling habitus’ (2021), and ‘status migration’ (2021).  
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Jae Hyun Park teaches on the Master's in Development Studies Program at the Institute of 

Development Studies, University of Sussex. Prior to joining academia, she has been a practitioner in 

the field of refugee and migration for over 15 years having worked at the South Korean Ministry of 

Justice, UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Uganda and Sri Lanka and South Korean NGOs on North Korean 

human rights and on South Korean asylum system.  

James Simpson is Associate Professor in the Division of Humanities at Hong Kong University of Science 

& Technology. His research and teaching interests lie in language education and migration, and the 

sociolinguistics of mobility. His books include ESOL: A Critical Guide (with Melanie Cooke, OUP, 2008), 

and he is the editor of the Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics (1st ed. 2011; 2nd ed. 

forthcoming). He serves on the editorial board of the journal TESOL Quarterly, was the founding Chair 

of the charity Migrant English Support Hub (MESH), and is the founder and manager of the online 

forum ESOL-Research.   

Jawad is an undergraduate student at George Mason University (GMU). He is working with the GMU’s 

leadership and students to build more pathways for refugee-background students to study there, 

including a proposed scholarship. Jawad is also advocating for the creation of a coordination group at 

GMU to bring together various offices and student organizations that have existing programs to help 

asylum seekers, refugees and DACA students. 

Jenny Phillimore is Professor of Superdiversity and Migration and Founding Director of IRiS. She is a 

Co-I on the “Vulnerability, migration, and wellbeing project and Principal Investigator of the SEREDA 

projects. Her interests lie around forced migration, access to health, integration and sexual and 

gender-based violence and superdiversity and access to welfare. She has published extensively in these 

areas including leading the recent co-authored book Exploring Welfare Bricolage in Europe’s 

Superdiverse Neighbourhoods. In October 2022 she takes up a Leverhulme Major Fellowship 

developing the concept of violent disintegration.  

Joanna Kostka's research interests include EU public policy (European integration, equality policy, 

cohesion policy), minority issues (with specific focus on Roma inclusion) theories of migration, 

participatory action research, community development, social movements and postcolonial studies.  

She is the author of manuscript Financing Roma Inclusion with European Structural Funds. Why good 

intentions fail. (Routledge 2019) 

Jude Kenechi Onyima is Lecturer at the University of West London and received his PhD from the 

Middlesex University. He has served as a consultant to the Nigerian Government and development 

agencies on a number of entrepreneurship and rural development programs in Nigeria. He was the 

principal investigator in the 2014 IMTFI research project: Mobile Money, Social Capital and Financial 

Behavior of women Cooperatives in Rural Nigeria. He is a recipient of the Harry Frank Guggenheim 

research grant for Young African Scholars and an awardee of the IL0-ICA Young scholars program in 

2015Jude has published extensively on rural finance, gender poverty, small and rural entrepreneurship 

and cooperative organizations. His research interests include rural livelihood, economics of conflicts, 

immigrant entrepreneurship and financial inclusion." 

Juta Kawalerowicz is a Research Fellow at Stockholm University. She works on inter-group attitudes 

and the role of contextual effects in attitude formation. She is also working with Swedish register data 

to study the impact of diversity on radical right-wing candidacy, career trajectories of radical right-wing 

candidates, the gap in descriptive representation for working class voters and local political candidates, 

and the geographical polarization of neighbourhoods in Sweden. 

Katy Bennett is an Associate Professor in Human Geography at the University of Leicester.  Her 

research on multiculturalism has been widely published in journals that include Social and Cultural 
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Geography, Urban Studies, Sociology and Ethnic and Racial Studies.  She is co-author (with Neal, 

Cochrane and Mohan) of Lived Experiences of Multiculture: The New Social and Spatial Relations of 

Diversity, published by Routledge 2018.  Katy is PI on current research funded by the Leverhulme Trust 

– ‘Mapping Multiculture’ and Co-Investigator on the EU Marie Curie funded International Training 

Network SOLiDi. 

Kiran Trehan is Pro- Vice Chancellor for Partnerships and Engagement and Professor of 

Entrepreneurship at The University of York. Professor Trehan is a key contributor to debates on 

leadership, enterprise development and diversity in small firms. She has led several policy and business 

support initiatives. Professor Trehan has extensively published in high quality journal, policy reports, 

books, and book chapters in the field. Her work has been supported by grants from a full range of 

research funding bodies. 

Koreana Ko is a Ph.D. student in the writing-up stage at the Department of Social Policy at the 

University of Birmingham. 

Kristin Lexander is a researcher at Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences, former postdoctoral 

fellow at MultiLing Center for Multilingualism in Society Across the Lifespan, University of Oslo. Her 

research focuses on multilingualism in digitally mediated interaction in families, in youth groups and 

at the workplace, mainly in migrant contexts. Her latest publications appear in Journal of 

Sociolinguistics, Pragmatics and Society, and Nordic Journal of African Studies. Together with Jannis 

Androutsopoulos, she is author of the forthcoming book Multilingual families in a digital age – 

Mediational repertoires and transnational practices (Routledge Critical Studies in Multilingualism).    

Kuba Jablonowski is a Research Fellow in Geography at the University of Exeter in the United Kingdom. 

His current project investigates datafication and automation of border management and immigration 

control through a case study of the European Union Settlement Scheme. In the wider perspective, his 

research explores the questions of political agency and social change in the context of digitisation, 

migration, and citizenship. His work draws on engaged methodologies, often in collaboration with the 

civil society and public bodies, to generate research material and disseminate research findings. 

Laavanya Kathiravelu is Associate Professor at the School of Social Sciences, Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU), Singapore. This paper builds on her recent chapter (2022) in the Oxford Handbook 

of Superdiversity, where she suggests superdiversity as an important frame for interrogating 

complexity within categories of race and class. Prior to joining NTU, she was a Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity on the Global 

Divercities (GloDiv) project, comparing “old” and “new” diversities across three global cities.  

Larissa Fleischmann is a postdoctoral researcher in human geography in Halle (Saale), Germany. Her 

research interests include more-than-human political geography and critical migration and border 

studies. Her current resarch project investigates governmental approaches to animal health and the 

effects of veterinary fences in Europe and Southern Africa. In 2020, she published a book on 

"Contested Solidarity. Practices of Refugee Support between Humanitarian Help and Political 

Activism", which is available open access. 

Laura Alicino is a researcher of Alma Mater University of Bologna, and an expert in Mexican studies, 

migration and documental poetry. 

Laurence Lessard-Phillips is a Senior Research Fellow based at the Institute for Research into 

Superdiversity, School of Social Policy, University of Birmingham. She is the Principal Investigator of 

the ‘Vulnerability, migration, and wellbeing’ project. Her main research interests lie in the perceptions, 

measurement, and dimensionality of immigrant adaptation; ethnic inequalities in education and the 
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labour market; transnational behaviour across immigrant generations; and, more generally, social 

inequalities and social mobility. 

Lea Baro has two Masters degrees from the University of Amsterdam in psychology and social science 

with a specialization in mixed methods. She is currently completing her PhD in sociology as part of the 

EU ITN "Solidarity in Diversity" working at the DeZIM in Berlin.  

Leandro Sepulveda is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Enterprise and Economic Development 

Research (CEEDR), Middlesex University Business School. His current research interests include social 

enterprise, public services and the social economy; social inequalities; small business, 

entrepreneurship and economic development; and population diversity and development in urban city 

economies. His work in the UK and Europe has been commissioned/funded by public agencies, 

research councils such as the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), as well as non-profit 

organisations and the European Commission (EQUAL, Horizon2020-MSCA-RISE programmes). Leandro 

worked in Latin America as an external consultant for the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC-UN). Overall the research projects which Leandro has led 

and/or been involved in are committed to supporting and promoting equality and diversity in research 

particularly in relation to sensitive issues such as gender, nationality/citizenship, age, ethnicity, 

religion, culture and socio-economic background. 

Leyla Kerlaff (MSc, MA Hons) Leyla is a researcher with Migrant Integration and Social Connections 

team at Queen Margaret University.  She has a background in anthropology and social development.  

Her research interests include refugee integration and participatory research methodologies. As an 

MSc student at IGHD, Leyla worked on the Indicators of Integration Project, to inform understanding 

of integration from the perspectives of refugees and settled communities in Glasgow and London. She 

went on to work as a social researcher in the Scottish Government. She is currently working on the 

AMIF-funded Pathways to Social and Economic Inclusion Project. 

Lidia Kuzemska is a sociologist with an interdisciplinary interest in forced migration, internal 

displacement, borders, and citizenship. In particular, she works on counter-hegemonic citizenship 

practices of Internally Displaced Persons in Ukraine. She holds an MA in Economy and Society from 

Lancaster University (UK), an MA in European Studies from the College of Europe (Belgium-Poland), an 

MA in Sociology from Ivan Franko Lviv University (Ukraine). Lidia is a co-managing editor of the Refugee 

Review journal (ESPMI network). She is also a research affiliate at the Internal Displacement Research 

Programme (SOAS University of London) and a peer-reviewer of the Knowledge Platform and 

Connection Hub (UN Network on Migration). Lidia.kuzemska@gmail.com; l.kuzemska@lancaster.ac.uk 

Lin Fu is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Applied Health Research, University of Birmingham. She 

uses health economics methods to systematically generate evidence on urban food system 

transformation. Prior to this, she worked for the Nuffield Foundation funded project ‘Vulnerability, 

migration, and wellbeing: investigating experiences, perceptions, and barriers’. She conducts 

quantitative research on the wellbeing status of migrants before and during the COCID-19 pandemic. 

Lin’s research interests are in the food system, economics of obesity, migration, wellbeing, and 

unhealthy behaviours. 

Linda Morrice is Reader in Education and Migration and Co-director of the Centre for International 

Education and Development at the University of Sussex. Her research spans the Global North and 

Global South, and she has led and collaborated on research projects in the UK and overseas. She has 

published widely in the field of refugee education, particularly access and participation to higher 

education, and refugee integration more broadly. Linda is co-founder and co-lead of the University of 

Sanctuary group at Sussex and a member of Brighton and Hove Sanctuary of Sea group.   
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Linda N. Masi is a PhD student at Texas Tech University. Her research interests cover issues about 

migrations, terrorism/counterterrorism, trauma, culture, African/American and African American 

literature, postcolonial/transnational literature, Black history, and the novel. Some of her fiction works 

have appeared in Tupelo Quarterly, Levure Littéraire, Black Berry: A Magazine, and elsewhere.  

Lisa Goodson is the Community and Practitioner Research Lead in IRiS and a Lecturer in the 

Department of Social Policy, Sociology and Criminology.  Lisa has particular interest and expertise in 

research exploring the resettlement experiences and consequences of migration in the UK and Europe. 

Common themes that cut across her research include: integration and cohesion, poverty and social 

exclusion, gender and health, and approaches to welfare provision. Lisa led the UK EMPOWER project 

team and is currently working on creating pathways for migrant women engagement in in collaborative 

planning and co-design opportunities. 

Lisa Moran is a Senior lecturer and Head of Department at South East Technological University, Ireland. 

She is a sociologist by background and is widely published in Ireland, Europe and internationally. She 

is Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy UK and is Vice President of the Sociological 

Association of Ireland. She is a board member of Research Network 03 Biographical Perspectives on 

European Societies of the European Sociological Association. 

Ludmila Bogdan is an Ernst Mach research fellow at the oiip, where she focuses on prison research 

and conducts qualitative interviews with smugglers and human traffickers. Ludmila is a sociologist 

trained in mixed methods and her research centers on the interplay of labor migration, human 

trafficking, and migration information campaigns in Europe. She has Postdoctoral Training in Sociology 

from Harvard University (2020) and a Ph.D. in Political Sciences from the University of Vienna (2017). 

Previously, she held academic positions at the Max Planck Institute, Georgetown University, and the 

Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. Her recent work challenges the efficiency of current anti-trafficking 

information campaigns and efforts. At the same time, Ludmila is conducting field research in Palermo 

(Italy) to understand the migration imaginaries of African youth as they navigate the immigration 

system and life in a new country. 

Lyndsey Kramer has just completed and handed-in the draft of her PhD. The PhD is a case study which 

employed mixed methods to gather empirical data from twenty-two Latvian participants who moved 

to West Yorkshire. Lyndsey worked in FE and as a qualified schoolteacher for eighteen years before 

starting her PhD in 2018. Lyndsey has teaching experience in France and in the UK and has more recent 

experience teaching undergraduate Sociology, Social Policy and Law as well as Post Graduate research 

methods. Lyndsey is the founder of VEG-NET, an interdisciplinary and international research group.  

M. Luisa Di Martino is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Ca' Foscari of Venice and OCLW University of Oxford, 

specialized on female migrants' literary production from a sociological perspective. 

Magda Borkowska is a Research Fellow at the ESRC Research Centre on Micro-Social Change at the 

University of Essex.  Her main research interests include ethnicity and migration; political behaviour 

and attitudes; civil society; socioeconomic inequalities; and social cohesion. She is particularly 

interested in the life-course perspective and works with longitudinal data. 

Malina Duta is currently a PhD candidate at the West University of Timi?oara, Romania. Coming from 

a background of cultural studies (MA European Languages and Cultures, University of Manchester) and 

working from a perspective methodologically framed by the conceptual tools of cultural anthropology, 

Malina is, at this time, writing a thesis concerning the identity of the refugees seen as negotiation 

between the gaze of the others and self-definition.  
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Malte Gembus is a Social Anthropologist interested in topics around mobility, intergenerationality and 

memory. He received his PhD from Goldsmiths University in 2021 during which he explored processes 

of memory and storytelling among young people in the Guatemalan diaspora in Southern Mexico. He 

currently works on the AIMEC project (‘Arrival Infrastructures and Migrant Newcomers in European 

Cities’) for which he conducts ethnographic fieldwork in East London (Newham). His ethnographic 

practice explores the overlaps between Community & Youth Work and qualitative inquiry, working 

collaboratively with a range of civil society organisations.  

Maren Rohe is a post-doctoral research fellow in the AHRC-funded project "Post-Socialist Britain?: 

Memory, Representation and Political Identity amongst German and Polish Immigrants in the UK". 

Currently affiliated with the Department of Modern Languages at University of Birmingham, she holds 

a PhD in Political Science and International Studies from the same institution. Her research analyses 

national and transnational identities in contexts of migration, intercultural contacts and Othering, with 

a regional focus on Central and Eastern Europe.  

Maria Gabriella Trovato is a licensed Architect and a Landscape Architect with a PhD in Landscape 

Architecture: Parks, Gardens, and Spatial Planning (UNIRC and the University of Naples, 2003). Her 

most recent researches focus on Landscape in Emergency, Nordic Network for Landscapes and 

Welfare, HORIZON 2020 on Migration governance, Women in Scandinavian Landscape Architecture, 

EuropeAid project on Landscape Assessment and waste management, MEDSCAPES project funded by 

the ENPI/CBCMED, Landscape Atlas for Lebanon, and on FLRM (Forest and Landscape Restoration 

Mechanism) project funded by FAO and MOA. She has worked in several countries, teaching landscape 

architecture at undergraduate and graduate programs, seminars, and design workshops in Europe, 

Canada, Africa, and the Middle East.  

Maria Gatti Racah: I studied Russian language and literature in Venice, Moscow and Paris. I completed 

a PhD in Languages, Cultures and Societies at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice in 2014; the dissertation 

focused on reflections about the Jewish question in the context of the Russian diaspora in 1920’s 

Europe. After devoting some years to raising my daughter and teaching, I recently resumed my 

research activities. My research interests are in the construction of political and historical narratives, 

the history of Russian Jews and the Russian diaspora. 

Maria-Nerina Boursinou is an interdisciplinary migration researcher and a postdoctoral fellow in the 

School of Geography and Sustainable development at the University of St Andrews. She has a PhD from 

the School of Media, Communication and Sociology (University of Leicester) where she conducted 

research on (Forced) Migration and ICTs. Other research interests include social movements, urban 

studies, the study of the far-right, ethics and participatory methodologies. 

Mariangela Veikou’s work has a background in Social and Political Sciences and Anthropology. Her 

main research interests lie in the governance and rhetoric on migration and asylum in Europe, 

meanings of citizenship, cultural diversity and integration with a recent focus on the digital dynamics 

in society. Her methodological expertise is in narrative approach, ethnographic research and the visual 

incorporated in ethnographic work. Her empirical material includes migration, asylum seeking, far right 

extremist organisations and vulnerable situations such as statelessness in children and trafficking 

victims. 

Marisol Reyes is a research fellow in the school of education at the University of Birmingham. She 

conducted research for a formative evaluation of the Community Sponsorship Scheme (CSS) alongside 

Professor Jenny Phillimore. The scheme was implemented by the British government to enable 

community groups to take on the role of supporting resettled refugees in the UK. Her research includes 

the experiences of hospitality provided by the volunteers, assessment of the support that refugees 
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have received and the challenges experienced during the pandemic. Recently, she has been co-

ordinating a comparative study of the CSS in six European countries. 

Melanie Cooke is Senior Lecturer in ESOL and Applied Linguistics at King’s College, London. She has 

been involved in English language teaching as a teacher and researcher for over thirty years. Her books 

include Brokering Britain, Educating Citizens: Exploring ESOL and Citizenship (with Rob Peutrell, 

Multilingual Matters, 2019) and ESOL: A Critical Guide (with James Simpson, OUP 2008). She is the 

convenor of the Hub for Education & Language Diversity (HELD) and for over 10 years, she has been a 

collaborator with English for Action, a grassroots ESOL charity in London. 

Melanie Griffiths is a Birmingham Fellow at the School of Geography, Earth and Environmental 

Sciences at the University of Birmingham. She is leading research on new developments in immigration 

enforcement in the UK and the intersection between immigration and welfare policy fields. Between 

2014-17, she was PI of an ESRC Future Research Leaders grant at the University of Bristol, working on 

the family lives and Article 8 rights of 'mixed-immigration status' families and men at risk of 

deportation. She has also worked on asylum appeals, identity disputes affecting refused asylum 

seekers and immigration detainees, time, affect and masculinity. 

Melisa Argañaraz Gomez (ella/she/her) is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Geography and 

Environmental Systems at University of Maryland, Baltimore County. Her areas of research include 

urban and feminist geographies, migration studies, and race and ethnicity. Her current work examines 

how Latin American (im)migrant children and youth build communities of care, reciprocity, and 

solidarity in urban spaces. Her last two projects are ‘All about Baltimore Map’ in collaboration with 

Latinx/e summer scholars in Centro Sol and ‘Parqueología Migrante’ in collaboration with Latinas al 

Rescate and CASA de Maryland. 

Michaela Benson is Professor in Public Sociology at Lancaster University, and co-lead for the research 

project Rebordering Britain and Britons after Brexit (MIGZEN). She previously led the ERSC-funded 

project BrExpats: Freedom of movement, citizenship and Brexit in the lives of Britons resident in the 

EU which uniquely examined the impact and consequences of the Brexit negotiations for British 

citizens living across the EU, and received the British Academy Mid-Career Fellowship 2020-21 for her 

research Britain and its overseas citizens: from decolonisation to Brexit.  

Mihaela Chelaru is a PhD candidate at UniMORE and is working on highly skilled migration and 

innovation.  

Milena Rizzotti is a post-doctoral research fellow at the Department of Criminology, University of 

Leicester (U.K.). Her research interest lies in Global North’s bordering practices, constructions of 

victimhood and offenderhood in current crimmigration regimes, racialised and sex-gendered 

humanitarian prescriptions. She conducted research in anti-trafficking institutional apparatus with 

convicted women of trafficking, identified victims and stakeholders. Currently, she is collaborating with 

stakeholders to provide support to non-identified trafficking victims in prison. Other research interests 

include sex work, critical migration studies, ethics and Spaces of Confinement. 

Miloš Debnár is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of International Studies, Ryukoku University in 

Kyoto. He received his Ph.D. in sociology from Kyoto University in 2014 and his main research interest 

is sociology of European migration to Japan. He has written on migration patterns, social integration 

and the role of race and whiteness in the integration. He is the author of Migration, Whiteness, and 

Cosmopolitanism: Europeans in Japan (Palgrave, 2016) and some of his recent publications include a 

paper co-authored with Špela Drnovšek Zorko Comparing the racialization of Central-East European 

migrants in Japan and the UK (CMS, 2021, 9:30). 
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Miriam Cing (she/her) is Zo, Chin and she was originally from Myanmar. She is a rising senior at Trinity 

College. While she is on the pre-med track, Miriam also majors in political science, and is a co-chair of 

Student Voices for Refugee (SVR). As an ambassador and a member of GirlForward’s first Student 

Advisory Board, she served as a key influencer in high-level decision making to provide stronger, more 

effective programming. 

Mohammed Abdullahi is a doctoral researcher at the University of Warwick.  Mohammed is 

investigating the factors influencing the return migration of Nigerian medical doctors working in the 

UK.  The project adopts a mixed method approach, using a survey, interviews and policy document 

analysis. By developing a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of doctors’ experiences in 

their host country, it is expected that the thesis will contribute to the understanding of why highly 

skilled professionals from Nigeria decide to migrate, remain in their destination countries, or return 

home. The study could also lead to implementation of better policies for retaining professional 

expertise within Nigeria and the African continent. 

Müzeyyen Pandir completed her PhD in Sociology at Lancaster University and MA degree in 

Communication, Culture and Media at Coventry University in the UK. Her latest research is about the 

cultural representations of Syrian refugees. She is teaching in sociology and cultural studies, and 

researching within the areas of identity and difference, social theory, visual culture, and Orientalism. 

Currently, she is an Assistant Professor in the Humanities and Social Sciences Department, at Is¸ik 

University in Istanbul, Turkey.  

Nando Sigona is a social scientist with over fifteen years research and teaching experience in 

migration, refugee, citizenship and ethnic studies. He is the Director of the Institute for Research into 

Superdiversity (IRiS) and a Research Associate at the University of Oxford’s Refugee Studies Centre. 

Professor Sigona’s work investigates the migration and citizenship nexus. This is achieved through in-

depth examination of a range of experiences of societal membership including, but not limited to, 

those of: EU families, refugees, roma, undocumented migrants, racialized minorities, unaccompanied 

minors, dual citizens, ‘failed’ asylum seekers, and stateless people. 

Natasha Nicholls is currently undertaking a Global Challenges funded PhD in Social Policy at the 

Institute for Research into Superdiversity based at the University of Birmingham. Her PhD focuses on 

the role of the volunteers in the UK Community Sponsorship scheme. Alongside her doctoral research, 

she also works as an RA at the Birmingham Refugee Hub and coordinates the Private Sponsorship PhD 

network, an international group set up to connect PGR’s and ECR’s working on private refugee 

sponsorship. During 2022/23 she is also a Penn-Birmingham Transatlantic Fellow.   

Nicole Vidal (PhD, MScRes, MSc, BA) is a researcher at Queen Margaret University. Her research 

addresses psychosocial issues affecting vulnerable populations, primarily examining social 

constructions of identity and citizenship, social interactions, socio-cultural, and systemic barriers to 

health and social services. She currently leads two research projects examining barriers, challenges, 

and facilitators of statutory and non-statutory service provision for refugees in Scotland.  

Oksana Koshulko is a Ukrainian scientist with great international scientific experience and British 

education. She holds a PhD degree in Economic Sciences awarded in 2008 and a Lancaster University 

M.A. Degree in Economy and Society from 2020. During her international career, she created and 

conducted a lot of international projects in the areas of Labour Economics, Gender and Migration 

Studies that have been financed thanks to scientific funds from Poland, Germany, the USA, Canada, 

Turkey, the EU, etc. According to the results of the projects, Koshulko wrote a lot of papers, books, and 

chapters of books that have been published in different countries of the world. Koshulko is an expert 

in the areas of migration and refugeeism. Currently, her research touch on the problems and 
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challenges of the Ukrainian refugees, which have appeared because of the Russian-Ukrainian war in 

Ukraine. 

Oksana Mikheieva is a professor of the Sociology Department at the Ukrainian Catholic University in 

Lviv and DAAD professor at the European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder), Germany. Before 2014 

she worked at the Donetsk State University of Management. Prof. Mikheieva joined the UCU in 

September 2014, having been forcibly displaced by the war in eastern Ukraine from her native city of 

Donetsk. She is a member of the International Association for the Humanities, Taras Shevchenko 

Scientific Society, Ukrainian Sociological Association, member of the Editorial Board of the academic 

peer-reviewed journals Ukraina Moderna and East (Skhid). Her research areas include historical 

aspects of deviant and delinquent behavior, urban studies, paramilitary motivation in Ukraine, social 

integration and adaptation of internally displaced people from war-torn regions, and strategy of 

resettlement and adaptation of the last wave’s Ukrainian migrants. mikheieva@ucu.edu.ua 

Olivia Issa (she/her) has been engaged in migrant-advocacy and resettlement work in Chicago, 

Maryland, and Washington D.C., working with a range of nonprofits and government agencies since 

2015. Olivia most recently served as Program Infrastructure Co-Chair for the RESPONSE Campaign, an 

initiative to build infrastructure to increase refugee access to higher education, where her work on 

increasing pathways for international refugee students to enter higher education inspired her research 

today. Additionally, Olivia founded the Welcoming Campus Initiative in the spring of 2021, a program 

to increase inclusion of refugee-background students on the George Washington University’s campus 

through a scholarship, mentorship program, and revised admissions practices. Olivia is a research 

assistant at the Refugee Educational Advancement Laboratory writing chapters for a book to be 

published spring, 2023 with Lexington Books on migrant access to education in the DC-area. 

Additionally, Olivia currently works in development at CASA, the foremost immigrant organization in 

the mid-Atlantic region and a national leader in supporting immigrant families and ensuring that all 

individuals have the core support necessary for full participation in society. 

Olivier Esteves is a professor of British Studies and political science. He is the author of various 

monographs in English or French, notably "The 'Desegregation' of English Schools : Bussing, Race and 

Urban Space" (Manchester University Press, 2018) and 'Inside the Black Box of White Backlash : Letters 

of Support to Enoch Powell (1968-1969)", Routledge, 2022.  

Omar Hammoud-Gallego is a researcher and social data scientist, currently a Fellow in Political Science 

and Public Policy at the LSE School of Public Policy. His work focuses on the development and the 

effects of migration and refugee policies in the developing world, as well as civic and democratic 

participation in the UK.He works for the ‘Global Democracy Insight for Cabinet Office’ project, based 

at the University of Cambridge, as well as for the ‘London Voices’ Project, financed by the Trust for 

London (as part of the3million campaign), among others. 

Oxana Bischin is a community engagement worker and creative. She has exhibited her work 

internationally including in the UK and Austria (INK Gallery 2019 ; Centrala Gallery 2020). Most recently 

she was awarded a DYCP grant from Arts Council to explore, via the intersection of textiles and 

photography, identity alienation in the Romanian and Roma communities of Birmingham. Currently 

she is the community engagement worker for 'Post Socialist Britain', leading on the delivery of the 

photography workshops and, in collaboration with Centrala and the Artist in Residence, on the 

production of the exhibition emerging from the research. 

Paladia Ziss is a PhD student in Social Policy/Sociology at the Institute for Research into Superdiversity, 

University of Birmingham. She looks at how the politics of time shape refugee-host relations in 

communities in protracted displacement situations in Turkey and Germany. Before returning to 
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academia, she worked in development and humanitarian assistance in Turkey, Palestine and Germany 

for several years. She holds an MPhil in Development Studies from the University of Oxford. 

Patrick McGovern has teaching and research interests in the area of economic sociology, especially 

the sociology of work, international migration and employment relations. His current research include 

projects on theory and method in the sociology of work and on representations of income inequality 

in the mass media.  He has served on the editorial boards of the British Journal of Industrial Relations, 

The British Journal of Sociology and Work, Employment & Society. 

Paul Lassalle is Senior Lecturer at the Hunter Centre for Entrepreneurship, University of Strathclyde. 

He studied sociology and political sciences at Sciences Po Paris and is conducting research on societal 

issues of diversity and migration in entrepreneurship. He publishes in both leading entrepreneurship 

and migration journals, such as Entrepreneurship Theory & Practice and the Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies. His most recent publications include works on intersectionality in entrepreneurship, 

as well as research on superdiversity in Glasgow and on migrant entrepreneurs’ diversification 

strategies. For his research engagements, he also collaborates with the Scottish Government and with 

institutions supporting migrant entrepreneurs in the establishment and the development of their new 

venture. 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus Paul Spoonley is an Honorary Associate at Massey University, New 

Zealand. He was a project leader of a major research program on immigration and diversity (2014-

2021) "Capturing the Diversity Dividend of Aotearoa/NZ". He is the author or editor of 28 books, 

including "The New New Zealand. Facing Demographic Disruption" (2021) and "Histories of Hate : The 

Radical Right in Aotearoa/NZ" (2022). He is a contributor to the "Oxford Handbook of Superdiversity" 

(2022). He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand, he was a Fulbright Senior Scholar at the 

University of California Berkeley and is the Chair of Metropolis International.   

Petros Karatsareas is Senior Lecturer in English Language and Linguistics at the University of 

Westminster, Co-Director of the London branch of Bilingualism Matters, and former Co-Convenor of 

the Special Interest Group on Multilingualism within the British Association for Applied Linguistics. He 

specialises in the sociolinguistics of multilingualism in contexts of migration, working with/on/for 

London’s Greek-speaking communities. He is currently leading two research projects focusing on 

migrant languages in London in the dawn of the post-Brexit and COVID-19 era: one on food and 

identities, and one on the migration trajectories of Greek Albanian, Italian Brazilian, and Spanish 

Colombian onward migrants. 

Pinar Aksu is a second-year PhD student at the University of Glasgow. Her research explores 'Art and 

Law in Migration- using art practices for social change and access to justice'. Pinar is interested in 

concepts about human rights, using creative methods for change, and access to justice in migration. 

Pinar also currently works with Maryhill Integration Network as a Human Rights and Advocacy 

Coordinator. MIN brings people together through art, social, cultural and educational groups and 

projects. Pinar is a supporter and advocate with Refugees for Justice especially focusing on the Asylum 

Inquiry Scotland (into the provision of housing for asylum seekers during the pandemic) and a theatre 

maker interested in using theatre as a tool for social change. 

Priyanka Yadav is a PhD candidate at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. The author 

specializes in the centre for East Asian studies (Korean Division). Completing the undergrad in the 

subject Political Science and Masters in International Relations the author has keen interest in 

migration policies of countries in terms of international aspects. As a PhD candidate, the author's 

research work lies on the India and South Korea Convergence in the Indo-Pacific Construct. 
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Rachel Benchekroun is an early career researcher at UCL Social Research Institute (Thomas Coram 

Research Unit). From October 2022, she will be taking up an ESRC Postdoctoral Fellowship to build on 

her doctoral research through public engagement activities. She will be working with mothers affected 

by insecure statuses and No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF), with frontline advocates and 

policymakers, to raise awareness of how government policies affect mothering and family life, and to 

help shape practice and policy. 

Rebecca Murray is a Lecturer in Sociological Studies and a member of the Sanctuary Steering group at 

the University of Sheffield. She also sits on the national University of Sanctuary steering committee, 

following the merger of the Article 26 project, which she founded and directed. Rebecca’s extensive 

practice and research in relation to bordering and post compulsory education developed from young 

migrant-led grassroots campaigning and advocacy initiatives. Rebecca’s current project ‘(Re)imagining 

the Higher Education Border’, seeks to quantify the higher education border and facilitate a 

‘(re)imagining of its scale and impact in participation with young migrants. 

Rintu Borah is a PhD candidate of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Indian Institute of Technology 

Bombay. He did his M.phil in Planning and Development from Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, 

and Masters in Development Studies from Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati. After completion 

of his M.A he was engaged as a Research Associate in the Centre for Development and Peace Studies, 

North East India for one year. His public writings have appeared in Indian Cultural Forum, The Wire, 

The Telegraph and Firstpost. He works on migration theory, caste in India, indigeneity and 

development in global South. 

Roberta Ricucci is an Associate Professor at the University of Turin, dept. of Culture, Politics and 

Society, where she teaches Sociology of Inter-ethnic Relations and Sociology of Islam. Her recent 

research focuses on migration, specifically on Muslims and public policies managing religious pluralism 

in Western societies, education, immigrant children, their integration paths, and the identity-building 

process. She is currently the Chair of the ESA RN 34. 

Robin Vandevoordt is currently an Assistant Professor in Migration and Refugee studies at the 

University of Ghent's Centre for the Social Study of Migration and Refugees (CESSMIR). His research 

and teaching focuses on the politics of borders, humanitarianism, solidarity, migration policy, and 

critical theory. He currently conducts and supervises two lines of ethnographic research: solidarity 

movements combining humanitarian with political action, and the impact of migration-related policies 

on the lived experiences of asylum seekers and refugees.  

Rohini Rai is a sociologist of race & ethnicity and is currently the Lecturer in the Sociology of Race at 

the Department of Social and Political Sciences in Brunel University London. Her areas of research and 

teaching interest include 'race', ethnicity and racialization; global racisms; postcolonial and decolonial 

theories; Global South urbanisms; and the Himalaya and North East India. She completed her PhD from 

the University of Manchester in 2019, where her thesis titled, 'Northeastern Delhi: 'Race', space and 

identity in a postcolonial, globalising city' explores and examines racialization and racism in 

contemporary India, in relation to ethnic and indigenous minorities who are migrants from India's 

Northeastern and Himalayan borderlands in the city of Delhi. Prior to joining Brunel in December 2021, 

Rohini was a Research Associate at the Centre on the Dynamics of Ethnicity (CoDE), University of 

Manchester, of which she is now an associate member, where she was a part of an ESRC-funded 

research project exploring ethnic and racial inequalities in UK Higher Education, particularly focussing 

on the current 'Decolonial turn' in the disciplines of British history and geography. 

Roshanak Nouralian from Tehran, Iran: After years of traveling to different countries, in the past six 

years ago, I have the experience of migrating to Austria. My work experience in international 
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communication affairs, as well as my immigration experience gave me a potent incentive to research 

immigration. Therefore, after starting my doctoral dissertation, focusing on the cultural compatibility 

of Iranian students in Austria, I also began to study international development 

Rosy Hastir is an Assistant Professor of sociology in Lovely Professional University, Phagwara Punjab. 

She has awarded her doctorate degree in sociology from University of Delhi, India. Her area of research 

is transnational migration. She has awarded the European Union fellowship in 2011 for a research on 

Sikh Immigrants in Italy. She has been to 8 international and 2 national conference and presented her 

paper. She has 4 international publications, Japan sociological society Journal, Kyoto University and, 

EU FP7 EuroBroadMap Journal Rouen University France. The other 2 publications in Books with 

Routledge and Cambridge University Press. 

Roula Kitsiou is an Assistant Professor of Sociolinguistics at the Department of Language and 

Intercultural Studies (University of Thessaly). For the past 10 years she has been working in research 

and educational projects concerning the social and educational empowerment and social inclusion of 

groups with a migrant and refugee background. She has co-designed the curriculum and educational 

material for the postgraduate program “Language Education for Refugees and Migrants”-LRM 

(Hellenic Open University) and has taught the module LRM52 “Critical Pedagogy” (2017-2021). Her 

research interests include Linguistic Landscape Studies, Sociolinguistics of writing, (Multi)Literacies and 

Multimodality, Second Language Education, and Critical Discourse Analysis. Recently, she has been 

exploring the potential of innovative arts-based and rhizomatic research methodologies. 

Roxanne Vanhaeren is geographer with a specialisation in spatial analysis and Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS). She works within urban planning as a project assistant at Atelier Romain. 

She was responsible for the data analysis and the creation of the maps in the project 'Atlas 

superdiversity Flanders'. 

Sakura Yamamura is Junior Professor in Human Geography at the RWTH Aachen University and Senior 

Research Partner at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, where she 

was previously postdoctoral researcher focusing on the spatiality of urban diversity and socio-spatial/-

economic issues of superdiversity. She studied Geography, Sociology and Social/Cultural Anthropology 

at the University of Hamburg, Université de Paris 1 - Sorbonne and the University of California Berkeley. 

Previously working for the OECD International Migration Division and the German Federal Office for 

Migration and Refugees, she also taught at Geography Departments in Hamburg and Kiel. Her research 

results have been published by leading journals, such as Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, and 

as a monograph in Palgrave Macmillan, with contributions in seminal volumes, such as the Handbook 

on Superdiversity published by Oxford University Press. 

Sandhya Kumari is working as Professor of Law, School of Law, Galgotias University, Greater Noida 

from September 14th, 2021.  She has ten years of teaching experience and research experience, 

beyond part time experience of one and a half years. She has worked earlier as Associate Professor 

with the same University. Previously, she worked as Assistant Professor with organisations like School 

of Law, UPES, Dehradun,  Amity Law School Noida, Amity University and Vivekananda Institute of 

Professional Studies, GGSIP University, New Delhi. Her interest areas are , research methodology, 

human rights, especially gender and child rights, human trafficking, labour laws and law and 

development. She was awarded with Ph.D. from Faculty of Law, Delhi University in 2015, which dealt 

with Child Trafficking for labour purposes. She had started her career working as Research Associate 

on projects funded by international and national organizations like IDRC, Canada; UNFPA, India; UNDP, 

India; and NCW, GOI on the issues relating to access to justice, gender and child rights acquiring field 

experience of variety.   
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Sandra Iman Pertek is a SEREDA Research Fellow and gender specialist with expertise in faith and 

gender-based violence (GBV) with over a decade’s experience in international development and 

migration. She led the Untold (Forced) Migrant Stories project and the Forced Migration, SGBV and 

COVID-19 study. She has consulted on behalf of inter-/non- and governmental organisations on 

gender, GBV and religion, and previously served in a leading humanitarian organisation as Senior Policy 

Adviser on Gender responsible for gender policy development, gender programming and capacity 

development. She holds an MSc in Social Development Practice from University College London and a 

PhD from the University of Birmingham. 

Dr. Sara Alsaraf is a Psychiatrist, Dramatherapist and PhD candidate at the University of Birmingham. 

She works with marginalised individuals and communities; Creating spaces to explore and process their 

stories and experiences creatively and safely. 

Sara Jones is a Professor of Modern Languages at the University of Birmingham and Principal 

Investigator for the AHRC-funded project Post-Socialist Britain? She is author of three monographs and 

numerous articles and chapters on the subject of post-socialist memory and cultural history. She has 

engaged in extensive cross-sector collaboration: most recently with the Central and Eastern European 

arts space, Centrala, on the AHRC-funded project Testimony in Practice and on a policy report exploring 

the experiences and representation of Central and Eastern European art and artists in the UK’s creative 

economies. 

Shila Anaraki received a master’s degree in Social and Cultural Anthropology at KULeuven (BE) where 

she now conducts a PhD study as part of ReROOT, a Horizon 2020 project on “Arrival infrastructures 

as sites of integration for recent newcomers”. Her personal investigation within this project examines 

“Transitmigration and urban arrival infrastructures in Belgium and the Netherlands”. More specifically, 

she looks into formal and informal practices related to illegalized people finding themselves in transit. 

Transit here describes the social (im)mobility of undocumented people, as well as the (im)mobility of 

people who are forced to illegally travel to another country. 

Shoba Arun is Reader in Sociology at Manchester Metropolitan University, UK and co-convenes the 

Migration and Interdisciplinary Global Studies (MIGS) research group. She is interested in sociological 

issues related to migrant groups and inequalities particularly through work and educational 

experiences.  Currently, she is UK Lead on the Horizon 2020 Project on MICREATE- Migrant Children 

and Communities in a Transforming Europe (see www.micreate.eu) which looks at experiences of 

migrant children in over 10 countries across Europe.  She is member of the Editorial Board of British 

Sociological Association (BSA)’s journal Work, Employment and Society. 

Siavash Bakhtiar is a Lecturer in French Studies at the University of Westminster (London). He holds a 

PhD in Critical Theory and Cultural Studies from the University of Nottingham. His research interests 

in a pragmatic sociology of education have led him to collaborate, as an Associate Researcher, with the 

Institute for Research, Training and Action on Migration (IRFAM).  

Silvia Pitzalis is a research fellow at the University of Urbino in the project 'Networks and community 

work with migrants.' She is also a lecturer in Cultural Anthropology at the University of Bologna and a 

former trainer on anthropological issues at third sector organizations offering services to migrants. She 

conducts research on issues relating to migration/mobility, the socio-working conditions and rights of 

migrants, their perception by institutions, civil society, and citizenship, their 

participation/integration/inclusion in the 'host' context, and their living conditions in immigration and 

transit contexts (Italy, Niger, and Senegal). 

Simon Pemberton is a Professor of Human Geography at Keele University, UK. His research has made 

internationally significant contributions on new migration and ‘super-diversity’, the importance of 
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place in shaping migrant mobility and settlement and urban / rural planning responses to migration-

driven population diversity. 

Solinda Morgillo is a 1st Year Early Stage Researcher in Geography at the University of Leicester.  Her 

research  is one of 15 projects shaping the EU ITN Marie Curie International Training Network SOLiDi 

(2020-2023) - https://www.solidi.eu/.  This training and research program –Solidarity in Diversity 

(SOLiDi) - focuses on paradigms of social change, studying how scientific insights on solidarity in 

diversity can be applied in different policy contexts and organisations. It aims to provide professionals 

and institutions with insights and instruments for building cohesive European societies. 

Souad Osseiran is a currently a post-doctoral researcher at the Migration Research Center at Koc 

University (MiReKoc) working on issues relating to forced migration in Turkey and the European 

University of the Post-Industrial Cities (UNIC). Prior to joining MiReKoc, she was a Mercator-IPC fellow 

at the Istanbul Policy Center at Sabanci University in 2017-2018. She holds a PhD in anthropology from 

Goldsmiths College, University of London. She is participating in the research undertaken for the 

URBAN3DP project focusing on urban refugees and living conditions in Istanbul.  

Souzan Husseini is a PhD student at Waseda University, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies. Souzan 

has a MA degree in International Relations, from Waseda University, Japan, and a Bachelor of English 

Translation from the University of Aleppo, Syria. Souzan has 12 years of experience in the professional 

field, including working with INGOs such as Qatar Red Crescent and Global Communities. She is 

currently working as an IELTS exam invigilator and supervisor. Souzan has good leadership skills, she is 

very calm and good at solving problems. In her free time, Souzan enjoys reading, music, and going on 

trips.  

Stephen Syrett is Professor of Local Economic Development and Director of the Centre for Enterprise 

and Economic Development Research (CEEDR) at the Middlesex University. He specialises in issues of 

local and regional economic development, small business development and governance and policy, 

and small business research with particular reference to ethnic business, home-based business, social 

enterprise and the role of enterprise in regenerating deprived areas. He has published widely on these 

topics including a number of books and many journal articles and reports. He has worked extensively 

with a wide range of national, regional and local government bodies in the UK and Europe, including 

BIS, DCLG, DWP and the European Commission, as well as with a wide range of voluntary and 

community sector and private sector organisations. Stephen was a member of the Department of 

Communities and Local Government Neighbourhoods, Cities and Regions Analysis Expert Panel and is 

currently a member of the leadership team for the Microbusiness Research Portal 

(http://microbusiness.ac.uk) and the Editorial Board of the journal Local Economy. 

Steven Vertovec, Founding Director at the Max-Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic 

Diversity, and Honorary Professor of Sociology and Ethnology at the University of Göttingen, Germany. 

Previously, he was Professor of Transnational Anthropology at the University of Oxford, and Director 

of the British Economic and Social Research Council’s Centre on Migration, Policy, and Society 

(COMPAS). Steve’s work involves the critical examination of several concepts surrounding 

international migration, transnational social formations, ethnic diasporas, and contexts of urban 

diversity. 

Sunyoung Park: I am a doctoral fellow at the University of Bamberg, working on my PhD dissertation 

project on "Migrants' diverse sense of belonging and the role of digital technology" since 2018. My 

research interests firmly lie in migrants' transnational identity, superdiversity, and its impact on the 

institutions in the destination society. I recently published an article on my comparative study titled 

"How migrants manifest their transnational identity through online social networks." I am also 
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preparing a second publication titled "Migrants' social networks and self-identification in destination 

society ." This conference paper introduces my final ongoing research under the dissertation project, 

aiming to conduct interviews and Qualitative Comparative Analysis in the second half of this year.  

Susanne Wessendorf is Professor of Social Anthropology at the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social 

Relations (CTPSR) at Coventry University (UK). Her work focuses on understanding new forms of social 

inclusion and exclusion in contexts of immigration-related diversity. She has written on social relations 

in super-diverse areas and patterns of settlement of recent migrants in such areas. Her current work 

examines 'arrival infrastructures' provided by long-established migrants and ethnic minorities, and the 

support these provide for newcomers. 

Taku Suzuki is Professor of International Studies at Denison University in Ohio, USA. He has conducted 

research on the Okinawan immigrant communities in Bolivia and Okinawan-Bolivian immigrant 

communities in Japan, war and peace tourism in Okinawa, and post-WW II Okinawan repatriation from 

the Japanese colonial Micronesia. He is currently involved in a research project on digital divide within 

Central Ohio’s Bhutanese refugee community that has impacted the community’s response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and he recently completed a six month-long ethnographic fieldwork on everyday 

struggles among asylum seekers who possess provisional and precarious legal status in Japan. 

Tamlyn Monson is a postdoctoral fellow at the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations at Coventry 

University. She has a multidisciplinary background and has worked across the government, NGO and 

academic spheres both in the UK and South Africa. Her research focuses on inequalities of mobility, 

space and power, with a particular interest in established-newcomer relations, and competing notions 

of social justice, inclusion and exclusion. Her current field research focuses on issues around migrant 

arrival and integration in the East London borough of Barking & Dagenham. 

Tatiana Morais is a PhD candidate at NOVA School of Law. Her research focuses on sexual and gender-

based violence (SGBV) in the country of asylum from an intersectional standpoint. From 2017 until 

2019, she conducted fieldwork in Greece, Israel, Uganda on SGBV targeting refugee and asylum-

seeking women. To conduct her research, Tatiana was the recipient of FCT scholarship; FCT 

studentship; and Fulbright Grant. While Fulbright Visiting Researcher she conducted part of her data 

analysis at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Previously, she was a Visiting Researcher at 

University of Bristol and at College of Law and Business, in Ramat-Gan. 

Tuba Tayfun Kayalarli is a third-year PhD candidate in School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the 

University of Roehampton under the supervision of Leah Bassel and Bryony Hoskins. Her subject 

interests are migration, integration and belonging. Her doctoral work explores the feeling of 

integration of the Cypriot-Turkish, Turkish and Kurdish migrant women living in London. She works as 

a Violence Against Women and Girls Advisor for a woman only BAME organisation in London on part 

time basis. She holds a MA in Diplomacy from the University of Lancaster. She can be contacted at 

tayfunkt@roehampton.ac.uk 

Valerio Ferrero is a PhD student in Intercultural Pedagogy at the University of Turin. He works on 

democratic schooling, equity, old and new inequalities and on dialogical-philosophical community 

approaches inspired by Philosophy for Children. He is the author of journal publications on these 

topics. He has worked as a primary school teacher and is Teacher Expert in P4C. 

Vally Lytra is Reader in Languages in Education and Director of Post-Graduate Research at the 

Department of Educational Studies at Goldsmiths, University of London. She has conducted 

collaborative ethnographic research on language, literacy and the construction of identities and 

diasporic links in schools, homes, and communities in Greece, Switzerland, and the UK. Her research 

interests include community and minority languages education; inclusive pedagogies; faith literacies; 
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language, ethnicity, and diaspora; language ideologies; family language policy; and international 

education. 

Vera Messing is a senior research fellow at the Center of Social Science since 2004 and research fellow 

at Democracy Institute, CEU since 2008. She has over 15 years’ of experience in empirical research on 

ethnicity, minorities, migration, social exclusion, media representation of vulnerable groups and ethnic 

conflicts as well as social science methodologies. Her work focuses on comparative understanding of 

different forms and intersections of social inequalities and ethnicity and their consequences. Her 

publication list includes over 50 articles and book chapters in journals such as Identities; Ethnicities, 

Ethnic and Racial Studies, Intersections.EEJPS and European Education 

Veronika Strain-Fajth is a final-year PhD student at the University of Birmingham, School of Social 

Policy, researching migrant integration across Europe from a multidimensional perspective. Her work 

involves quantitative analyses investigating the multidimensional nature of migrant integration, 

migration-related inequalities in the outcomes of second-generation immigrants, and the role of host 

country characteristics in integration. Her prior work focused on intra-EU migration data, the role of 

neighbourhood diversity in integration, and migration and development. 

Vicky Macleroy is a Reader in Education, Head MA Children’s Literature, and Head of the Centre for 

Language, Culture and Learning at Goldsmiths, University of London. Her work focuses on: 

multiliteracies, multimodal composition and digital storytelling; language development, poetry and 

multilingualism; activist citizenship and transformative pedagogy; linguistic diversity and children’s 

literature. Vicky is co-director of an international literacy project ‘Critical Connections Multilingual 

Digital Storytelling’ (2012-ongoing) that uses digital storytelling to support engagement with language 

learning and digital literacy.   

Vijayta Mahendru's research areas include Nation States, migration and Identities. Her PhD thesis is 

on "Immigration and Integration of Sikhs in the United Kingdom". She has published her works with 

reputed publishers as well as presented her research in a large number of international conferences, 

including at Harvard University and Kings College London. She is currently working as a Policy Analyst 

in New Delhi and is a Visiting Fellow at the Nepal Institute of International Cooperation and 

Engagement.    

Vlad Mykhnenko, Associate Professor of Sustainable Urban Development, Department for Continuing 

Education; Fellow of St Peter's College. He is an economic geographer, working on a range of issues 

relating to urban and regional economic development, and geographical political economy. Much of 

Vlad's research focusses on the interrelationship between spatial imbalances in production and 

income, urban growth and decline, state fiscal power inequalities, territorial cohesion, and societal 

conflict. Empirically, he works with urban and regional data gathered in developing middle-income 

countries and territories, including the post-Soviet Eastern Europe, Brazil, and China, as well as in high-

income, industrially advanced economies of Western Europe, North America, and Japan. 

vlad.mykhnenko@conted.ox.ac.uk 

Warda Belabas is an assistant professor at Erasmus School of Social and Behavioural Sciences Public 

Administration, Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands.  Her research interests are in the 

social integration of migrants, particularly concerning superdiversity and relevant governance.  

Wen-Yu Wu is a postgraduate researcher and a Global Challenge scholar based in the School of 

Education at the University of Birmingham. Her PhD project investigates im/mobilities, waiting and 

hope in students’ expectations and pursuits toward higher education in the case of Syrian refugee 

students in Lebanon and Jordan. The work takes on a critical lens in examining humanitarian practices 

in providing educational opportunities in the region. She completed her MA in Middle Eastern Studies 
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at the American University of Beirut. Her research interests lie in the area of migration and refugee 

studies, humanitarianism, and ethnographic methods.  

Zachariah John is a current student at Georgetown University majoring in Science, Technology, and 

International Affairs. Zachariah currently serves as Advocacy and Communications Director for No Lost 

Generation Georgetown, an organization designed to support refugees by educating, fundraising, and 

promoting awareness on the university campus. Zachariah has spearheaded the development of the 

Welcoming Campus Initiative at Georgetown, a scholarship and support program built to increase 

access to higher education for refugee-background students. In collaboration with NLG George 

Washington University, Zachariah has worked with students, faculty, and existing support structures 
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