Canvas ‘Classic’ vs ‘New Quizzes’ Feature Comparison

Overview
Canvas’ quiz functionality is currently subject to a major upgrade and enhancement programme.  This process is set to continue into 2022 with additional features being added incrementally over the course of the project. This development work is taking place in the ‘New Quizzes’ system in Canvas. In order to ensure that existing quiz users are not disadvantaged, for example, by having features they currently rely on changed or removed, Canvas are continuing to run their existing ‘Classic Quizzes’ system alongside this new one. So, what does this mean for you as a teacher? 
Which system you elect to use depends on the features you require access to. Whilst there is a significant overlap between the two systems there are also major differences, for example in the types of quizzes available and levels of integration, so these will impact on your choice.

Feature comparison resources
Canvas supports an active online community of users across the world. Unsurprisingly, given the ongoing changes to the system there is a lively New Quizzes support group who maintain a feature comparison chart between the two systems. 
Canvas Community quizzes comparison chart

Teacher profiles
Whether you are familiar with Classic Quizzes, have lots of content already, or are new to quizzes may also impact on your choice.
Existing Classic Quizzes user: If you already use Classic Quizzes and are happy and confident that this option incorporates the features you need then it may well make sense to continue to use this system until it is discontinued by Canvas. Canvas are not going to switch off Classic Quizzes until all this system’s functionality is available in New Quizzes. 
NB: If you are an existing Classic Quizzes user thinking of moving to New Quizzes to take advantage of its additional functionality and you have content that you need to migrate between the systems please contact your colleagues in your HEFi team who will be able to advise you on your best options. 
If you are new to quizzes: if you are new to quizzes then stability, or the availability of features, may dictate your choice. 
Canvas are not making any changes to Classic Quizzes, all the development is taking place in New Quizzes. If you do not need any of the additional functionality offered by New Quizzes and would prefer to work in a stable system that will not change over time then Classic Quizzes may be the better option for you.
If you’d prefer to work with an evolving system that is going to offer new ways of working then opting for New Quizzes may be your best option.

Key features
Canvas’ quiz functionality is extensive and is growing all the time. The Canvas Community quizzes comparison chart is comprehensive, but not easily digestible, especially if you are new to quizzes. The following are the key features that may influence your decision-making process:
Pros
· Anonymous marking: Anonymous marking is supported in New Quizzes.
· Question types: New Quizzes supports a wider range of question types than Classic Quizzes.
· Clearer interface: the New Quizzes interface is clearer to use and provides additional support for the use of contextualising text and images.
Cons
· Concurrent marking: the functionality to mark concurrently with colleagues is not currently available in New Quizzes, though manual work-arounds are possible.
· Adding additional time to a live assignment/exam: it is currently not possible to add additional time for students once an assignment/exam has started in New Quizzes.
· Annotations in Speedgrader: it is currently not possible to use annotation when marking file upload questions in Speedgrader.
· Bulk file download and upload: it is not currently possible to bulk download or upload file answers.
· Essay questions and Turnitin integration: essay questions currently have no Turnitin integration.

Further help and advice
If you have any outstanding questions, or just need some further general help and advice please consult your colleagues in your HEFi team. 

Useful links
HEFi’s Remote Teaching Resource incorporates lots of support for assessment and feedback, including using quizzes.
Canvas Community quizzes comparison chart provides a comprehensive feature comparison listing between Classic and New Quizzes.
The New Quizzes development timeline provides up-to-date information on Canvas’ plans for its development of New Quizzes.
Canvas’ online guidance to using New Quizzes provides regularly updated step-by-step guidance on how to use New Quizzes.
Canvas’ online guidance to using Assignments provides step-by-step guidance on using Assignments in Canvas.
Canvas’ online guidance on using Speedgrader provides step-by-step guidance on using Speedgrader in Canvas.
Canvas’ New Quizzes user group is a lively online support group for users of New Quizzes in Canvas.
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