
AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

1110

Initial Teacher Education – How to ensure it is research 
intensive
Nicola Smith, Lecturer in Primary / Early Years Education  
Department of Teacher Education, School of Education

 
Research Tutored: Implementing and then critiquing research on the use of children’s literature in 
primary education helping students to develop their cognitive and intellectual skills.  

In my role as a lecturer in primary and early years initial teacher education, I have to ensure that students 
engage with research at ‘M’ level at the same time as meeting a set of professional standards by the end of 
the course. As the PGCE/PGDip Ed courses are only one academic year long, there is a temptation to adopt 
a technician approach to teaching (Liston and Zeichner, 2013)27, by ‘training’ students to copy strategies 
modelled by lecturers and by experienced teachers in placement schools. However, thinking critically about 
research into teaching is an important part of developing thinking at ‘M’ level (Lakin and Mason, 200828) and 
a way of developing teachers who are likely to remain in the profession. Early years and primary students 
need a strong sense of why they are doing what they are doing, based on the available research evidence.  
This supports them to develop as effective and resilient professionals who can successfully negotiate the 
educational, research and policy developments that will inevitably arise throughout their careers. 

The approach shared in this case study is ‘research tutored’, in that I am not encouraging students to enact 
research findings in the classroom but to critique the research in relation to its practical application. I support 
primary and early years ITE students to engage with research in the collaborative creation of a primary 
teaching resource based on their subject knowledge of children’s literature. Research by Cremin et al (200929) 
demonstrates that strong knowledge of children’s literature is important if teachers are to be effective in 
teaching early years and primary English. Students are introduced to this research in a university-based 
teaching session. I share key findings from the research and link it to other research into how children learn 
to read, that we have examined in previous sessions. Students are given time to explore the Cremin research 
on its associated website (Open University, 201430), before small group discussions to consider the possible 
challenges when putting the findings into practice. Then, they are set the task of using children’s literature 
in their English teaching when on school placement. So that students can share their ideas with one another 
when they are out on placement, each student contributes teaching ideas based on one children’s text per 
teaching placement to a Canvas discussion board. This allows them to build their collective knowledge 
of children’s literature at the same time as exploring ideas from research in the practical context of the 
classroom. At the end of the training year, a university-based seminar is dedicated to discussion and critique 
of the research in relation to its practical enactment in the classroom. I create a .pdf document from the 
discussion board contributions, which is then a searchable resource of between 50 and 100 texts that students 
can make use of in their classrooms as qualified teachers. By creating a resource, students have a concrete 
representation of their understanding of the research findings, which can support them in their first year of 
teaching and beyond.
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