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Below are all Year 2 & 3 modules available to exchange students within the School of Government, split by semester. Where they are further split by 'basket,' up to one module per basket can be taken, subject to module capacity, as these will run at the same time on the timetable. Baskets in each year are not connected, so whilst two modules from Year 2 Basket 2 cannot be taken, a module from Year 2 Basket 2 can be taken with a module from Year 3 Basket 2. All listed modules are 20 credits.
This information is accurate for 2025/26. Changes to the module line-up, descriptions, module leads and assessments may follow for future years.
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[bookmark: _Toc193107228]Semester 1
[bookmark: _Toc193107229]LI Economics Perspectives on Development, 34586 
Semester One, Year 2, No Basket
How is economic development measured? What are the key determinants of inclusive growth? This module introduces students to some of the key principles and tools used in development economics. The emphasis is on applying an economic approach to understanding recurring development challenges, including the persistence of poverty, inequality, low rates of economic growth, and conflict. The first half of the module will introduce students to some of the key debates and latest thinking on measuring economic development and basic principles on how to interpret economic data, before examining a range of economic challenges that inhibit development, including the management of natural resources, capital, and economic policy. The second half will explore the effectiveness of a range of economic interventions, including behavioural economics, market interventions, microfinance, trade, private sector development, and the role of global financial institutions in development financing. Weekly lectures will be complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to debate and apply different economic theories on what supports and inhibits inclusive development.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Identify and describe key economic problems facing developing countries;
· Explain how economic development is measured, and interpret basic statistics to identify the contribution of different factors to the process of economic development;
· Critically evaluate the role of economic interventions in growth and poverty reduction;
· Analyse the role of the global financial architecture in the economic development of low and middle income countries.

[bookmark: _Toc193107230]LI Understanding Development Assistance, 34446 
Semester One, Year 2, No Basket
This module provides an in-depth, critical look at international development assistance, with a special focus on understanding the political economy of aid, and how aid responds to local political dynamics in practice. We will examine the global aid architecture, and the variety of roles international aid actors play, before exploring contemporary debates about aid effectiveness and the potential unintended consequences of aid. We will explore the changing global context for aid - including the emergence of new donors (e.g. China), countries transitioning away from aid, the rise of other forms of finance, and shifting public attitudes to aid in donor countries. At the practical level, we will engage with some of the key tools used by development agencies to analyse and adapt to political economy dynamics, and the effectiveness of these tools. We then turn to the future - beyond aid - and ask whether aid will become less significant, and what, if anything, will replace its role in development. Weekly lectures will be complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to research into current aid trends, and critically evaluate aid effectiveness.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Outline the scale and complexity of the global aid architecture (including actors and frameworks);
· Describe and critique key debates on aid effectiveness;
· Analyse the political economy of aid, and how aid adapts to political dynamics in practice;
· Critically discuss the future of aid, and its role in relation to other forms of development finance.

[bookmark: _Toc193107231]LI Research Design, 37482
Semester One, Year 2, Basket 3
This module supports the ongoing development of analytical and research skills and prepares students for undertaking a dissertation in the final year. It will provide students with the opportunity to learn about and explore a range of approaches, research questions and methodologies used in the study of politics and international relations. In so doing this module will enable students to develop a critical understanding of the processes involved in designing a research project in political and international relations and prepare them for writing their own original research proposal.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand and be able to apply a range of methodologies;
· Have a detailed understanding of the research process;
· Understand how to collect and analyse data and construct and support a sustained argument;
· Understand why the disciplines of political science and international relations are characterised by diversity and pluralism.

[bookmark: _Toc193107232]LI Global Governance, 27732
Semester One, Year 2, Basket 4
Global Governance is a very salient issue on the international agenda: it refers to the rule making efforts to sustain cooperation in order to address global problems or concerns. Increasingly the world has to deal with security threats, financial breakdown, development concerns and deteriorating environmental conditions. States try to coordinate their efforts to respond to these challenges through the establishment of international institutions like the UN, the WTO and the treaties governing environmental change. However, states have enjoyed a varying degree of success in setting up institutions to govern common problems, and therefore non-state actors have increasingly been involved in providing intellectual and financial resources to deal with international problems.
This course reviews both state and non-state structures and efforts to resolve common problems of mankind in the areas of security, economy, human rights, development and environment. The first few weeks will be focused on conceptual and historical issues. How do we understand governance? How do international institutions and other actors contribute to the provision of governance? How can we judge their success in doing so? We then move on to examine specific areas of governance and focus on the drivers of progress and the constraints encountered by relevant stakeholders in the areas of security, economy, human rights, development and ecology. Common themes throughout feature: conflict between North and South; the ability of institutions to contribute to successful cooperation between states; the rise of new powers and their effects on the management of governance; the role of non-state actors in contributing to governance solutions and their relationship to states.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Analyse critically debates and issues relevant to the study of global governance and international institutions;
· Engage in constructive discussion about contemporary and historical issues in global governance, and contextualise these discussions with reference to the practices of international relations;
· Evaluate the efficacy of governance structures and formulate considered proposals for reform;
· Critically evaluate the role of states, international institutions and civil society in achieving or constraining effective governance;
· Articulate, concisely and persuasively, both verbally and in writing, issues and policy initiatives in global governance;
· Facilitate the development of transferable academic skills including the ability to conduct independent research, the ability to communicate ideas effectively, both verbally and in writing, and the ability to present planned research to an audience of peers.

[bookmark: _Toc193107233]LI History of Political Ideas, 37483
POLSIS, Semester One, Year 2, Basket 4
This module introduces students to the history of political ideas, and proceeds through a critical evaluation of the major canon of political thought, from the early modern period (Machiavelli) to the late 19th Century (Nietzsche). The module allows students to consider a sequence of historical political thinkers and texts, whilst at each stage we ask: are their recommendations for political life either desirable or persuasive? Why should visions of the political differ so greatly? And are the problems of these historical thinkers still ‘our own’? In the process of introducing political theory by means of its historical development, students are provided with the capacity to begin to use a range of key concepts effectively (including sovereignty, revolution, imperialism, and exploitation; the common good, rights, liberty, racial, sexual and social justice).
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand how key political thinkers fit within a historical development of political thought;
· Use political theoretical concepts to assess the work of those thinkers;
· Use their understanding of the history and development of political thought to develop their own thinking of key political theoretic concepts.

[bookmark: _Toc193107234]LH China, State & Society, 40163
POLSIS, Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 1
China has emerged as a great power with a political system that differs from the Western model. An understanding of China’s history, government, and society holds significant importance for students who study comparative politics and international relations. This module seeks to unravel the intricate web of questions that arise when examining China’s political landscape. How does Chinese history affect contemporary politics? How do political institutions in China work? In what ways does Chinese society interface with the authoritarian state? How does domestic politics shape China’s role on the global stage? This module will address these critical issues and provide a comprehensive survey of Chinese politics.
By the end of the module the student should be able to:
· Critically evaluate different approaches to China’s political history, including revolutions, political movements, and political change
· Critically engage with different approaches to China’s political institutions, process, and ideologies
· Develop their own critical research that discusses different approaches on selected topics in Chinese politics
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[bookmark: _Toc193107235]LH Parliamentary Studies, 32399
POLSIS, Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 1
This module involves a trip to Parliament.
This module aims to provide you with a detailed knowledge of how the UK Parliament works (in both theory and practice). Guest speakers from Parliament will complement traditional lectures and seminars to provide you with an in-depth knowledge of how the Houses of Parliament operates both in terms of formal procedures and in terms of informal cultures, traditions and relationships. The main focus of the module will be the UK Parliament but you will be encouraged to adopt a comparative approach when appropriate.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of how the UK Parliament works;
· Provide theoretically-informed analyses of particular aspects of Parliament and parliamentary activity;
· Present their research in a public-facing, engaging and accessible manner.

[bookmark: _Toc193107236]LH The Politics of Gender, Sex & Sexuality, 40167
POLSIS, Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 3
The Politics of Gender Sex and Sexuality seeks to question our assumptions of what gender, sex and sexuality are, and how we perceive them. Through this module you will explore the different ways in which gender is political, addressing particular instances where gender, sex and sexuality illuminate power dynamics, the creation of the subject and other, and the co-constitution of the private and public self.
The politics of gender will be explored through topics where gender, sex and sexuality are most present in the world around us.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Have a deep understanding of the concept of gender and the various ways in which the concept has been employed in the study of international politics;
· Will be able to distinguish between gender as a category within the study of international relations and gender as an approach to the study of international relations;
· Will be able to locate feminist international relations scholarship within a broader range of constructivist and critical approaches to international relations;
· Will be able to critically interrogate a range of core concepts employed within the study of international relations and international politics, from the perspective on gender;
· Will demonstrate in-depth knowledge on one discrete area of study on the syllabus.

[bookmark: _Toc193107237]LH Identity in Middle East International Politics, 35210
POLSIS, Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 4
The Middle East is a region often described as ‘dripping with identity politics’ (Telhami and Barnett, 2002:3). This module aims to familiarise students with competing identities of various forms and how they have shaped international relationships in the Middle East. The module will introduce students to theoretical and empirical debates about identity politics and the international relations of the Middle East through several themes, such as supranational identities (pan-Islamism and pan-Arabism), national identities, ethnic identities, tribalism, sectarianism, and religion. It will also introduce students to the analytical tools to grasp identity politics from various theoretical debates within IR Theory, Middle East Studies, Religious studies, and Sociology. By the end of the module, students should have gained an insight into how these theoretical approaches have been, or could be, applied to understand how identity politics are shaping Middle East international relations.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the major theoretical and analytical approaches to the study of identity and its various forms;
· Demonstrate an understanding of the content of identity politics at multiple levels of analysis (supranational, national, and sub-national) that are shaping international relationships in the region;
· Critically evaluate various analytical and conceptual tools in explaining particular regional events pertaining to identity politics;
· Acquire specific knowledge of how these various forms of identity affect war, peace, conflict, and cooperation in the Middle East.

[bookmark: _Toc193107238]LH The Politics of Protest & Dissent, 37822
POLSIS, Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 4
Protest and other forms of dissent and resistance are central to our understanding of contemporary politics and democracy - but also crucial to explaining social change, both in the past and in terms of the potential for change in the future.
Examples range throughout historical and contemporary politics - Black Lives Matter, the student tuition fees protests, Extinction Rebellion and the climate change movement, the suffragettes, revolutions in Haiti, Russia, and Spain - are each different types of protest and dissent.
This module sets out to consider a number of important political questions arising from these different types of protest and dissent: why does protest and dissent happen? why is protest and dissent sometimes small in scope and other times produces widespread social change? what effect does protest and dissent have? how do those in power respond to protest and dissent? when is it successful and when not, and why?  how (if at all) does protest and dissent create social change? is protest the route to greater social emancipation?
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand and evaluate the different theoretical approaches that have been developed to explain the relationship between protest, dissent and the political responses of the state;
· Demonstrate an empirical knowledge of a number of key historical and contemporary episodes of protest and dissent;
· Demonstrate the analytical tools to understand and evaluate protest as an aspect of democratic politics.

[bookmark: _Toc193107239]Semester 2
[bookmark: _Toc193107240]LI Feminist Political Ideas, 29303
POLSIS, Semester Two, Year 2, Basket 6
Feminist political ideas are hugely diverse, critical, and necessarily engaged: they seek to change our thinking, how we look at the world and the way we live. This module explores the development, richness, and diversity of western feminist political ideas in their own terms. The module concentrates on the way in which feminist ideas (1) challenge and revise traditional political thinking, (2) have made rich contributions to our understanding of political concepts, knowledge and the nature of oppression, and (3) can inform how we live and do things.
Although the module proceeds chronologically in its examination of the development of feminist political thought, each session will examine the contributions that feminists have made to the understanding of specific concepts, such as equality, sex, power, work, family, emotion, care, difference, intersectionality, body, gender, subject, presence, inclusion, representation, freedom and agency. The module also pays attention to the (continuing) disagreements between feminists. In so doing, you will consider the issue of what constitutes feminist thinking, and who or what forms the proper subject of feminist analysis.
We explore exciting and important topics and questions, including: Is pornography inherently oppressive? Does equality mean treating people the same or differently? Why is caring a political matter? How should we understand sexual violation and rape? How can we understand rising rates of male suicide? Is femininity the biggest obstacle to women’s freedom? Where and why can we see white privilege and racism in feminist political ideas? How should be power exercised in feminist classrooms? Are women still treated as Other? Is feminism compatible with respect for cultures? Why are some women so preoccupied with their appearance and beauty? Why are women (and other marginalised groups) underrepresented politically, within business, and at senior levels within universities? What do we mean by freedom? Is there no necessary connection between sex and gender? Can feminists claim to speak for all women?
If you take this module you will learn about feminist ideas but you will also practice them yourself. You will be encouraged to share personal experiences and connect those experiences to feminist political ideas. As such, students will build and participate in a feminist classroom, which is intended to provide an open yet safe space in which everyone can speak and be heard. You will also be encouraged to think about how your background, status, identities and experiences shapes your approach to feminist ideas. This means that you will develop a practical as well as theoretical understanding of the vibrancy and challenge of feminist ideas, especially in relation to method and pedagogy.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of key strands of feminist political theory;
· Critically reflect on the connection between feminist concepts and personal lived experience;
· Evaluate how feminist thinkers have challenged and revised traditional political ideas;
· Analyse contemporary political issues using feminist ideas.
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[bookmark: _Toc193107241]LI International Politics of East Asia, 31213
POLSIS, Semester Two, Year 2, Basket 6
In this module, students will learn about key states involved in contemporary East Asian politics. Specifically, they will examine the role of the United States, Japan, China, South Korea and key regional institutions. The module will also explore core themes and issues in the international politics of East Asia, which may include domestic and regional security issues, economic cooperation.
By the end of the module, students should be able to:
· Identify and analyse the key factors and structures involved in contemporary East Asian politics;
· Demonstrate knowledge of issues affecting the international politics of East Asia;
· Analyse the inter-relationship of inter-state, sub-state, and intra-regional dimensions of the international politics of East Asia;
· Appraise developments in East Asia on the basis of primary and secondary sources, including web-based ones;
· Use effectively, as appropriate, concepts drawn from international relations.

[bookmark: _Toc193107242]LI The Politics of the European Union, 37827
POLSIS, Semester Two, Year 2, Basket 7
This module will consider the key issues and debates relating to the European Union and the European Integration process. It will examine both theoretically and empirically the historical context of European integration and the development of the EU treaty framework from 1945 to the modern day. It will focus on key European institutions, as well as major areas of policy and key external relations.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand the historical context and theoretical perspectives on the European Union and integration process;
· Demonstrate a critical appreciation of EU governance covering institutions, policies and decision-making processes;
· Analyse the EU’s external activities and relations.

[bookmark: _Toc193107243]LI Sexuality & Identity Politics, 40828
POLSIS, Semester Two, Year 2, Basket 8
This module offers an introduction to sexuality and identity politics. The module focusses on the ways in which sexuality drives, and is shaped by, identity politics; looking at activism and resistance at the national/international level, as well as the politics individuals and groups experience every day. The module begins by introducing theories of sexuality and key concepts including, but not limited to, sexology, queer theory, and (hetero)normativity. Once these foundations are set the module then turns to explore in more detail political movements and activism relating to sexuality, and politics and policy related to sex (such as reproductive rights and sex work) and sexuality (such as the rights of minoritised sexualities). The module also demonstrates how sexuality and/as identity politics shapes both national and international politics more generally, such as how the assumed naturalness of heterosexuality influences policy-making across policy domains (e.g. health, economics, security).
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Critically examine different theories of sexuality;
· Describe the emergence, dynamics and growth of activism and movements relevant to the study of sex/sexuality politics;
· Apply theories of sexuality to examples of policy relating to sex and sexuality;
· Apply theories of sexuality to understand the character of national and international politics.

[bookmark: _Toc193107244]LI The Politics of Sustainable Development, 37826
POLSIS, Semester Two, Year 2, Basket 8
Sustainable development is a concept suggesting that it is possible to achieve environmental sustainability in our current market-based and growth-focussed society. This module interrogates the introduction of the concept, its quick ascent to the forefront of politics, and its critiques. We will consider how sustainable development shapes environmental politics across local, national and international scales, and interrogate sustainable development strategies and programmes developed by different ‘actor constellations’, such as for example states, the private sector, non-governmental organisations and individuals.
This will give you as a student a deeper understanding of how sustainable development is interpreted and imbued with different kinds of knowledge and priorities. You will develop an understanding of a range of concrete strategies and initiatives developed in the name of sustainable development, from international environmental agreements via governmental regulation to corporate greenwashing tactics. You will critically analyse the effectiveness and consequences of such strategies, and you will also engage with critical perspectives challenging the possibility of sustainable development. 
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a detailed understanding of sustainable development and related concepts, including how they are imbued with different kinds of knowledge and priorities for different actor constellations;
· Examine competing theories on the possibility of sustainable development within our current capitalist economy;
· Examine sustainable development projects and strategies across scales, and assess their contribution to environmental sustainability.

[bookmark: _Toc193107245]LH Environment & Climate Politics: from Global to Local, 36020 
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 5
Environmental deterioration is a huge challenge facing humanity. Climate change, habitat destruction, pollution and overconsumption are causing poverty, hunger, migration and the spread of disease for millions. Worse is expected in the future if we don’t act swiftly and decisively. This module interrogates the politics and practices of human interaction with the environment, focusing on both theoretical debates and case studies. The theory covered in the module focuses on how our relationship with the planet is socially constructed, and interrogates different approaches to solving environmental problems, including market based approaches and more radical green theories. The module also examines case studies in environmental politics; these may change from year to year but usually include issues like climate change, animal rights, sustainable development and the relationship between poverty and environment. These issues are covered from a global, national and local perspective.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Explain the role and impact of different actors in environmental case studies;
· Analyse and evaluate key debates in local and global environmental politics;
· Explain and critically reflect upon theories of environmental politics.
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[bookmark: _Toc193107246]LH Strategy, Leadership & Foreign Policy, 36028
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 5
This module examines how individuals and groups make foreign policy decisions and the real world effects that flow from these processes.
It combines insights from leadership studies, social psychology, military strategy, public policy and cultural analyses. Typical questions include: what makes a good leader? Why do smart people make bad decisions? How does strategy differ according to national and regional contexts? How can we evaluate strategic success or failure? How can global decision-making be improved?
As far as possible, it aims to combine theoretical insights with practical case studies and input from policymakers and practitioners.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand the theories and concepts used to explain strategy, leadership and foreign policy.
· Think critically about how decisions are made and analyse how this process could be improved.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the similarities and differences between strategic actors and how they respond to challenges.

[bookmark: _Toc193107247]LH Politics of South Asia, 40172
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 6
South Asia is the world’s most populous region and the location of the world’s largest democracy, India. The module will provide an introduction as well as an in-depth survey of the region and will focus on the trajectory of democracy and authoritarianism the region. Through this thematic focus, students would be able to understand how democracy fares in the non-western world and how theories from political science work or not in South Asian politics. Students will be made aware of comparisons and contrasts of political institutions as well as everyday politics in four major South Asian countries (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka). The module will cover topics such as elections, the role of religion in democratic politics, corruption, digital politics, social movements, and gender and democracy. The readings will be drawn from comparative politics, political anthropology, and history.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Critically evaluate different the South Asian trajectories of ideas such as democracy, development, and identity politics
· Critically engage with the specific political debates in South Asia.
· Develop their own critical research that discusses evaluative approaches on selected topics in South Asian politics.

[bookmark: _Toc193107248]LH The International Law & Politics of Armed Conflict, 40785
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 6
What is the relationship between law, politics and war? This is the overarching question guiding this module. In order to arrive at an answer to this question, the module, first, conceptualises the relationship between international law, politics and armed conflict; second, illustrates the relationship by considering how it plays out in relation to ius ad bellum, ius in bello, ius post bellum and ius pacem; and, third, applies the knowledge thus acquired to an empirical analysis of some pertinent contemporary cases of armed conflict. Upon completion of the module, students will have a deeper understanding of how international law and politics shape, and are shaped by, armed conflict.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of key concepts in international law, and politics and armed conflict;
· Describe the development of international law in relation to armed conflict within and between states, particularly in the post-1945 period;
· Draw on the knowledge acquired to analyse the dynamic relationship between international law, politics and armed conflict in specific contemporary cases;
· Develop skills and confidence in the use of AI tools for research and analysis.

[bookmark: _Toc193107249]LH Corruption & Clientelism: Global Perspective, 36018
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 7
The module examines a ubiquitous dimension of politics: corruption and clientelism. The module explores corruption and clientelism in order to assess the scale and nature of corruption and the role of clientelism in different political systems. The module will combine theoretical, empirical and applied components: understanding corruption and clientelism is necessary for effective anti-corruption strategies. The module will focus on: first, theory and practice of corruption (e.g. what is corruption? what causes it? how do we measure it?) and, second, different forms of political clientelism that generate corruption. The module will offer a global perspective, including a range of case studies, such as China, Russia, Africa and Europe as well as analyse the role of the West both in combating and facilitating corruption around the globe.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate the main theoretical approaches to corruption and clientelism;
· Critically analyse forms of clientelism that generate corruption as well as strategies for combating corruption;
· Identify and analyse case studies of corruption and clientelism, locating them in their appropriate theoretical and/or historical contexts;
· Employ scholarly literature and primary sources to solve complex analytical problems.

[bookmark: _Toc193107250]LH Understanding Brexit: Identity & Euroscepticism in Europe, 31393
POLSIS, Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 8
What were the conditions that led to Brexit? This module will critically examine not only the complex social, cultural, and political dynamics that led to the UK leaving the EU when other countries did not, but also the dynamics of power that shape what we know about Brexit. In this module, students will consider mainstream theoretical and methodological approaches to Brexit and Euroscepticism, alongside critiques employing feminist, queer, postcolonial, and critical race theory to unpack gendered, racial, and sexual hierarchies embedded in attitudes to European integration. The module will cover topics such as the historical drivers of the UK’s membership of the EU, national and European identity, party and media Euroscepticism, public opinion, and political campaigns. The module will therefore support students in analysing in-depth not only the long- and short-term factors that created the conditions for Brexit, but also to understand who and what is left out of the story of the UK’s membership of, and ultimate departure from, the EU. Through this, students will be able to consider the ways in which Brexit has shaped and will continue to shape (in)equalities in a post-Brexit UK in a post-Brexit Europe.
By the end of the module, students should be able to:
· Identify the key short- and long-term factors behind Brexit and explore the complexity of attitudes towards EU.
· Critically examine the role of intersectional inequalities related to class, gender, race, and sexuality in shaping the conditions of Brexit
· Evaluate and apply key theoretical and methodological approaches to understanding the political and socio-cultural dynamics of Brexit and Euroscepticism in Europe.
