School of Computer Science
Study Abroad Module Handbook 2026/27

Welcome to the School of Computer Science
Incoming Exchange & Study Abroad Students – Module Catalogue and Selection Criteria 2026-27 
We are delighted that you are considering, or have chosen, the University of Birmingham’s School of Computer Science for your exchange semester or year abroad. Birmingham is one of the UK’s oldest, largest and most innovative Computing departments, and we look forward to sharing our research-informed teaching, vibrant student community and beautiful green campus with you.
This document lists the Computer Science (CS) modules that are open to incoming exchange and study-abroad students and explains the rules for selecting them. Please read the information below before you build your study plan so that your learning goals and assessment arrangements are clear from the outset.
Semester availability & assessment arrangements
Assessment timetable
· All formal examinations in the School of Computer Science are scheduled only during the University of Birmingham’s May–June 2027 assessment period. There is a supplementary (resit) assessment period in August 2027. Please note that there is no January exam session in Computer Science.
Semester 1 only incoming exchange students
· Students who study in Birmingham for Semester 1 only will complete an alternative method of assessment before the Christmas vacation, or module weightings will be adjusted so that coursework counts for 100% of the final mark with no exam element. 
S2-only and full-year incoming exchange students
· Students attending Birmingham in Semester 2 (or for the full academic year) must sit all exams in person on campus during the May–June 2027 assessment period; remote invigilation is not normally permitted.
Resit assessments 
· Any resits for Semester 1 modules will take place in person during the May – June 2027 assessment period. Any resits for Semester 2 modules will take place in person during the August 2027 assessment period. 
· If a student cannot attend the resit in person, they must either accept the Fail mark for the module, or make suitable arrangements for exam proctoring at their Home institution, providing at least one month’s notice to the School of Computer Science.
Module-choice expectations
· Incoming students affiliated with the School of Computer Science should register for at least 40 of their 60 credits per semester from Computer Science-owned modules, all Computer Science-owned modules are 20 credits each.
· Selecting modules from several years of study or from other Schools can create timetable clashes; students are strongly advised to avoid clashes, as they may affect attendance records and UKVI visa requirements. 
Depending on whether you are studying a STEM or Non-STEM subject will impact on the modules you may be eligible to study while at the University of Birmingham.  
Please follow the links to each module’s information page and read through the different options carefully before making your module preference. 
Module Options for STEM Undergraduate Students:

Module Selection: You may take modules from 2nd-year (LI) and/or 3rd-year (LH) courses, with some exceptions.  
· LI Modules Only: If you're taking only LI modules, you may include Software Engineering.  
· Mixing Module Levels: If you're mixing LI and LH modules, you cannot take Software Engineering.  
Semester 1
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	34253  
	LI
	Functional Programming 

	40097
	LI
	Databases and Web Programming

	34255
	LI
	Artificial Intelligence 2

	30209
	LH
	Advanced Networking

	38964
	LH
	Intelligent Data Analysis

	38965
	LH
	Machine Learning

	32167
	LH
	Neural Computation

	30213
	LH
	Computer Vision and Imaging

	30214
	LH
	Human-Computer Interaction



Semester 2
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	38059 
	LI
	Operating Systems and Systems Programming

	30195
	LI
	Security and Networks

	40098
	LI
	Software Engineering

	38963
	LH
	Dependable and Distributed Systems

	37809
	LH
	Intelligent Interactive Systems



Module Options for STEM Postgraduate Taught Students:

Semester 1
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	30236
	LM
	Advanced Networking (Extended)

	38968
	LM
	Intelligent Data Analysis (Extended)

	38969
	LM
	Machine Learning (Extended)

	32212
	LM
	Neural Computation (Extended)

	30241
	LM
	Computer Vision and Imaging (Extended)

	30251
	LM
	Human-Computer Interaction (Extended)



Semester 2
	 Module Code
	Level
	Title

	38966
	LM
	Dependable and Distributed Systems (Extended)

	37792
	LM
	Intelligent Interactive Systems (Extended)



[bookmark: _Toc182324414]Module Options for Non-STEM Undergraduate Students:

Module Selection: You may take any Year in Computer Science (YiCS) modules or any 1st-year undergraduate modules (LC).
· Recommendation: Ideally, choose modules from either the YiCS list or the 1st-year list, but not both, to avoid covering similar material twice.
· Preference: Taking YiCS modules is recommended as they are most appropriate for a conversion to Computer Science for non-STEM students.

Semester 1
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	40086
	LC
	Computer Systems and Professional Practice

	35324
	LC
	Mathematical and Logical Foundations of Computer Science

	34229
	LC
	Object Oriented Programming

	34206
	LI (YiCS)
	Building Usable Software

	34212
	LI (YiCS)
	Computer Systems

	34168
	LI (YiCS)
	Software Workshop 1



Semester 2
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	35393
	LC
	Theories of Computation

	34238
	LC
	Artificial Intelligence 1

	30175
	LC
	Data Structure & Algorithms

	34190
	LI (YiCS)
	Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning

	34139
	LI (YiCS)
	Data Structures, Algorithms and Databases

	34169
	LI (YiCS)
	Software Workshop 2




Module Options for Non-STEM Postgraduate Taught Students:

Semester 1
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	34208
	LM
	Building Usable Software

	34221
	LM
	Computer Systems

	34153
	LM
	Software Workshop 1



Semester 2
	Module Code
	Level
	Title

	36404
	LM
	Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning

	34140
	LM
	Data Structures, Algorithms and Databases

	34157
	LM
	Software Workshop 2
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