Other Modules – Semester 2
University of Birmingham – School of Government: Incoming Exchange Student UG Module Options 2026-27
Below are listed all undergraduate modules on offer to exchange students in the School of Government for 2026-27, subject to capacity, all 20 credits. We have designated two modules per semester for exchange students (one focusing on International Relations, one on Politics) that are not compulsory but we do recommend are taken to meet any relevant learning requirements for your home universities.
Where modules are assigned to a 'basket,' only one module per basket can be taken as these will likely clash on the timetable. For example, two modules in Basket 2.4 cannot be taken together, but a module in Basket 2.4 and a module in Basket 3.4 can be taken together, as can a module in Basket 2.4 and a module in Basket 2.5. Baskets starting with 2 are Year 2 modules, Baskets starting with 3 are Final Year modules.
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[bookmark: _Toc225761044]Semester 1
Please note that exchange students here for Semester One only will complete alternative assessments to ensure their marks are back in time for their home universities. These have been confirmed by the current module leads as being satisfactory for meeting the module’s learning objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc225761045]Recommended International Relations Module
[bookmark: _Toc225761046]LI Global Governance, 27732 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, Basket 2.4
Global Governance is a very salient issue on the international agenda: it refers to the rule making efforts to sustain cooperation in order to address global problems or concerns. Increasingly the world has to deal with security threats, financial breakdown, development concerns and deteriorating environmental conditions. States try to coordinate their efforts to respond to these challenges through the establishment of international institutions like the UN, the WTO and the treaties governing environmental change. However, states have enjoyed a varying degree of success in setting up institutions to govern common problems, and therefore non-state actors have increasingly been involved in providing intellectual and financial resources to deal with international problems.
This course reviews both state and non-state structures and efforts to resolve common problems of mankind in the areas of security, economy, human rights, development and environment. The first few weeks will be focused on conceptual and historical issues. How do we understand governance? How do international institutions and other actors contribute to the provision of governance? How can we judge their success in doing so? We then move on to examine specific areas of governance and focus on the drivers of progress and the constraints encountered by relevant stakeholders in the areas of security, economy, human rights, development and ecology. Common themes throughout feature: conflict between North and South; the ability of institutions to contribute to successful cooperation between states; the rise of new powers and their effects on the management of governance; the role of non-state actors in contributing to governance solutions and their relationship to states.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Analyse critically debates and issues relevant to the study of global governance and international institutions;
· Engage in constructive discussion about contemporary and historical issues in global governance, and contextualise these discussions with reference to the practices of international relations;
· Evaluate the efficacy of governance structures and formulate considered proposals for reform;
· Critically evaluate the role of states, international institutions and civil society in achieving or constraining effective governance;
· Demonstrate the development of transferable academic skills including the ability to conduct independent research, the ability to communicate ideas effectively, and the ability to apply critical thinking skills.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761047]Recommended Politics Module
[bookmark: _Toc225761048]LI Comparative Politics, 29356 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, Basket 2.1
This module will compare political systems across the globe, with a focus on different types of political system (democratic, authoritarian, etc.) including the distinction between majoritarian and consensus democracies, political parties, party systems and cleavage structures, electoral systems and voting behaviour, constitutions, legislatures, executives, political culture, pressure groups, public policy, and emerging issues, such as populism and anti-party sentiment. 
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Display a familiarity with some of the most widely used theoretical and methodological perspectives in the field of comparative politics and an ability to relate them to the practice of political phenomena in the contemporary world;
· Analyse the differences between political systems, institutions and party systems across the globe;
· Apply the frameworks of comparative politics to specific case studies;
· Understand the strength and weaknesses of the comparative method.
Assessments: 
· Full Year Students: 1 x 1,000-word essay (25%), 1 x 2,500-word essay (75%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 1,000-word essay (100%)
Recommended Modules – Semester 1

[bookmark: _Toc225761049]Other Modules – Basket 2.2
[bookmark: _Toc225761050]LI International Relations Theory, 20900 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, Basket 2.2
This module deepens students' understanding of International Relations theory, and introduces them to some of the discipline's most debated issues. Through in-depth discussions of problems and themes of past and current international relations, students are invited to stand critical of different theoretical approaches, their claims and methods, and the impact they have on knowledge of practice of international relations.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Differentiate between various approaches to the analysis of international relations and specific issues within it;
· Discuss and appraise various theoretical claims and stand critical of their impact on the study and practice of international relations;
· Analyse a particular problem of international politics in a theoretically consistent manner.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761051]Other Modules – Basket 2.3
[bookmark: _Toc225761052]LI Research Design, 37482 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, Basket 2.3
This module supports the ongoing development of analytical and research skills and prepares students for undertaking a dissertation in the final year. It will provide students with the opportunity to learn about and explore a range of approaches, research questions and methodologies used in the study of politics and international relations. In so doing this module will enable students to develop a critical understanding of the processes involved in designing a research project in political and international relations and prepare them for writing their own original research proposal.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand and be able to apply a range of methodologies;
· Have a detailed understanding of the research process;
· Understand how to collect and analyse data and construct and support a sustained argument;
· Understand why the disciplines of political science and international relations are characterised by diversity and pluralism.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 1,800-word written assessment (65%) 7 x online quizzes - 10 questions each (5% each)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 7 x online quizzes - 10 questions each (14% each)

[bookmark: _Toc225761053]Other Modules – Basket 2.4
[bookmark: _Toc225761054]LI History of Political Ideas, 37483 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, Basket 2.4
This module introduces students to the history of political ideas, and proceeds through a critical evaluation of the major canon of political thought, from the early modern period (Machiavelli) to the late 19th Century (Nietzsche). The module allows students to consider a sequence of historical political thinkers and texts, whilst at each stage we ask: are their recommendations for political life either desirable or persuasive? Why should visions of the political differ so greatly? And are the problems of these historical thinkers still ‘our own’? In the process of introducing political theory by means of its historical development, students are provided with the capacity to begin to use a range of key concepts effectively (including sovereignty, revolution, imperialism, and exploitation; the common good, rights, liberty, racial, sexual and social justice).
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand how key political thinkers fit within a historical development of political thought;
· Use political theoretical concepts to assess the work of those thinkers;
· Use their understanding of the history and development of political thought to develop their own thinking of key political theoretic concepts.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 2,000-word assessment (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761055]Other Modules – Basket 3.2
[bookmark: _Toc225761056]LH Identity in Middle East International Politics, 35210 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 3.2
The Middle East is a region often described as ‘dripping with identity politics’ (Telhami and Barnett, 2002:3). This module aims to familiarise students with competing identities of various forms and how they have shaped international relationships in the Middle East. The module will introduce students to theoretical and empirical debates about identity politics and the international relations of the Middle East through several themes, such as supranational identities (pan-Islamism and pan-Arabism), national identities, ethnic identities, tribalism, sectarianism, and religion. It will also introduce students to the analytical tools to grasp identity politics from various theoretical debates within IR Theory, Middle East Studies, Religious studies, and Sociology. By the end of the module, students should have gained an insight into how these theoretical approaches have been, or could be, applied to understand how identity politics are shaping Middle East international relations.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the major theoretical and analytical approaches to the study of identity and its various forms;
· Demonstrate an understanding of the content of identity politics at multiple levels of analysis (supranational, national, and sub-national) that are shaping international relationships in the region;
· Critically evaluate various analytical and conceptual tools in explaining particular regional events pertaining to identity politics;
· Acquire specific knowledge of how these various forms of identity affect war, peace, conflict, and cooperation in the Middle East.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 3,000-word essay (70%), 1 x 1,500-word book review (30%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 3,000-word essay (100%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761057]LH Issues in US Domestic Politics, 23878 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 3.2
This module surveys the key political issues within domestic U.S. politics in the competing light of economic and political explanations of the dynamics of US domestic policy. These issues include Participation/Non-participation, Campaign Finance, Direct Democracy, Gun Control, Immigration, Affirmative Action, Healthcare, Welfare, Capital Punishment, the role of Religion, Abortion, Drugs, Homeland Security, Drugs and Gay Marriage.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Provide an overview of core issues and controversies within U.S. domestic politics;
· Demonstrate, critical understanding of underlying debate over the role of competing explanations (ideology, culture war, religion, economic) on U.S. politics;
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the role of the economy in the dynamics of U.S. politics;
· Communicate a detailed understanding of how the system of checks and balances at the centre of its system of government attempts to resolve competing interpretations of the constitution.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 2 x 1,000-word briefing papers (25% each), 1 x 90-minute exam (50%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 2 x 1,000-word briefing papers (50% each)
[bookmark: _Toc225761058]LH Rising Powers & Global Order, 36026 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 3, Basket 3.2
This module enables students to gain an understanding of the international behaviour of the so-called 'rising powers?, and their impact upon the governance issues in contemporary international politics. The concept of 'rising power? is problematised and examines those states engaged in the BRICS, IBSA, the G20 and BASIC.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Define and critically reflect upon the role of the domestic, regional and international determinants of the foreign policies of key rising powers;
· Analyse critically how the rising power states impact upon key contemporary themes of climate change, UN reform, global security, global economic governance and normative change;
· Assess critically the impact of non-state actors on global politics;
· Situate theoretically and empirically the different ways of conceptualising 'rising power? in light of changes at local, national, regional and global levels.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 1,000 word essay (25%), 1 x 2,500 word essay (75%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 1,000 word essay (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761059]Other Modules – No Baskets
[bookmark: _Toc225761060]LI Economics Perspectives on Development, 34586 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, No Basket
How is economic development measured? What are the key determinants of inclusive growth? This module introduces students to some of the key principles and tools used in development economics. The emphasis is on applying an economic approach to understanding recurring development challenges, including the persistence of poverty, inequality, low rates of economic growth, and conflict. The first half of the module will introduce students to some of the key debates and latest thinking on measuring economic development and basic principles on how to interpret economic data, before examining a range of economic challenges that inhibit development, including the management of natural resources, capital, and economic policy. The second half will explore the effectiveness of a range of economic interventions, including behavioural economics, market interventions, microfinance, trade, private sector development, and the role of global financial institutions in development financing. Weekly lectures will be complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to debate and apply different economic theories on what supports and inhibits inclusive development.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Identify and describe key economic problems facing developing countries;
· Explain how economic development is measured, and interpret basic statistics to identify the contribution of different factors to the process of economic development;
· Critically evaluate the role of economic interventions in growth and poverty reduction;
· Analyse the role of the global financial architecture in the economic development of low and middle income countries.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x 1,500-word assessment (50%), 1 x 1,500-word assessment (50%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 1,500-word assessment (100%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761061]LI Understanding Development Assistance, 34446 (20 credits)
Semester 1, Year 2, No Basket
This module provides an in-depth, critical look at international development assistance, with a special focus on understanding the political economy of aid, and how aid responds to local political dynamics in practice. We will examine the global aid architecture, and the variety of roles international aid actors play, before exploring contemporary debates about aid effectiveness and the potential unintended consequences of aid. We will explore the changing global context for aid - including the emergence of new donors (e.g. China), countries transitioning away from aid, the rise of other forms of finance, and shifting public attitudes to aid in donor countries. At the practical level, we will engage with some of the key tools used by development agencies to analyse and adapt to political economy dynamics, and the effectiveness of these tools. We then turn to the future - beyond aid - and ask whether aid will become less significant, and what, if anything, will replace its role in development. Weekly lectures will be complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to research into current aid trends, and critically evaluate aid effectiveness.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Outline the scale and complexity of the global aid architecture (including actors and frameworks);
· Describe and critique key debates on aid effectiveness;
· Analyse the political economy of aid, and how aid adapts to political dynamics in practice;
· Critically discuss the future of aid, and its role in relation to other forms of development finance.
Assessments:
· Full Year Students: 1 x Presentation (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
· Semester 1 Only Students: 1 x 2,500-word assessment (100%)
Other Modules – Semester 1
· 
[bookmark: _Toc225761062]Semester 2
[bookmark: _Toc225761063]Recommended International Relations Module
[bookmark: _Toc225761064]LI International Security, 20903 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.5
The module examines a variety of theoretical and empirical material, providing students with a basis for analysing pressing questions relating to security issues in the world today. The topics explored in the module include: different theoretical approaches to ‘security’; ‘types’ of security; the management of international security; and major security issues, such as WMD proliferation, terrorism, ethnic conflict and state failure.
At the end of the module the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate a basic knowledge of issues related to war, peace and security within contemporary international society;
· Use the relevant theoretical frameworks to analyse issues of war, peace and security in different parts of the world;
· Demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the key concepts in international security, and the ability to communicate that understanding at an appropriate level.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761065]Recommended Politics Module
[bookmark: _Toc225761066]LI Parties & Voters across the Globe, 42215 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.6
This module focuses on elections, voting and party politics. It examines the main theoretical approaches to the study of voting behaviour and political parties. Drawing on examples from across the globe, the module encourages students to compare and contrast the experiences of parties, politicians and voters in different contexts.
At the heart of the module are a set of simple questions:
· Who wins elections and why?
· Why do some citizens choose to vote in elections, but others don’t?
· What shapes voters’ choices at the ballot box?
· Why are some party systems stable, but others are unstable?
· Why are some parties electorally successful whilst others are not?
· Why do some parties ‘live fast, but die young’, yet others endure?
· How, when and why do campaigns matter? 
The module is taught by a combination of weekly lectures and classes blending together the theories and explanatory frameworks with real world examples. The first half of the module is devoted to electoral behaviour and the second half to parties and party systems.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Identify different explanations of voting behaviour;
· Compare and contrast the form and content of parties and party systems from a variety of geographical regions;
· Identify, analyse and evaluate the main theories explaining electoral performance of parties and candidates in a variety of national cases across the globe;
· Investigate and critically assess how campaigning shapes elections.
Assessments:
· 1 x 1,000-word campaign brief outlining a strategy for a candidate running in the Guild of Student elections (25%) OR 1 x 1,000-word essay on a recent election (25%)
Recommended Modules – Semester 2
· 1 x 2,500-word essay (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761067]Other Modules – Basket 2.5
[bookmark: _Toc225761068]LI The Politics of the European Union, 37827 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.5
This module will consider the key issues and debates relating to the European Union and the European Integration process. It will examine both theoretically and empirically the historical context of European integration and the development of the EU treaty framework from 1945 to the modern day. It will focus on key European institutions, as well as major areas of policy and key external relations.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand the historical context and theoretical perspectives on the European Union and integration process;
· Demonstrate a critical appreciation of EU governance covering institutions, policies and decision-making processes;
· Analyse the EU’s external activities and relations.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word briefing report (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761069]LI UK Politics in Times of Crisis, 40169 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.5
The UK faces a number of crises, including those related to the environment, the economy, democracy, sovereignty, the territorial integrity of the union, and the UK’s place in the world. Indeed, reflecting the number of interlocking issues which affect the UK, some commentators talk not about crisis, but about ‘polycrisis’ or ‘permacrisis’. This module considers these crises – or these facets of the permacrisis – within the context of contemporary UK politics. It sets out the contours of the UK state and poses the questions of whether such a political system can govern these crises successfully and, if not, what organisational and institutional reforms should be introduced.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand why different definitions of ‘crisis’ exist, and locate themselves in theoretical and conceptual debates concerning the term;
· Demonstrate familiarity with the contours of the modern UK state, key political institutions, and the nature of contemporary UK politics;
· Critically evaluate different theories of the UK state and (aspects of) UK politics;
· Sustain an argument about what changes, if any, should be made to (elements of) the UK state so that it is better able to respond to (particular) crises.
Assessments:
1 x 2,000-word essay (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761070]Other Modules – Basket 2.6
[bookmark: _Toc225761071]LI Feminist Political Ideas, 29303 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.6
Feminist political ideas are hugely diverse, critical, and necessarily engaged: they seek to change our thinking, how we look at the world and the way we live. This module explores the development, richness, and diversity of western feminist political ideas in their own terms. The module concentrates on the way in which feminist ideas (1) challenge and revise traditional political thinking, (2) have made rich contributions to our understanding of political concepts, knowledge and the nature of oppression, and (3) can inform how we live and do things.
Although the module proceeds chronologically in its examination of the development of feminist political thought, each session will examine the contributions that feminists have made to the understanding of specific concepts, such as equality, sex, power, work, family, emotion, care, difference, intersectionality, body, gender, subject, presence, inclusion, representation, freedom and agency. The module also pays attention to the (continuing) disagreements between feminists. In so doing, you will consider the issue of what constitutes feminist thinking, and who or what forms the proper subject of feminist analysis.
We explore exciting and important topics and questions, including: Is pornography inherently oppressive? Does equality mean treating people the same or differently? Why is caring a political matter? How should we understand sexual violation and rape? How can we understand rising rates of male suicide? Is femininity the biggest obstacle to women’s freedom? Where and why can we see white privilege and racism in feminist political ideas? How should be power exercised in feminist classrooms? Are women still treated as Other? Is feminism compatible with respect for cultures? Why are some women so preoccupied with their appearance and beauty? Why are women (and other marginalised groups) underrepresented politically, within business, and at senior levels within universities? What do we mean by freedom? Is there no necessary connection between sex and gender? Can feminists claim to speak for all women?
If you take this module you will learn about feminist ideas but you will also practice them yourself. You will be encouraged to share personal experiences and connect those experiences to feminist political ideas. As such, students will build and participate in a feminist classroom, which is intended to provide an open yet safe space in which everyone can speak and be heard. You will also be encouraged to think about how your background, status, identities and experiences shapes your approach to feminist ideas. This means that you will develop a practical as well as theoretical understanding of the vibrancy and challenge of feminist ideas, especially in relation to method and pedagogy.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of key strands of feminist political theory;
· Critically reflect on the connection between feminist concepts and personal lived experience;
· Evaluate how feminist thinkers have challenged and revised traditional political ideas;
· Analyse contemporary political issues using feminist ideas.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761072]LI Globalisation, Capitalism & Welfare, 37042 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.6
This module will be at the intersection of comparative politics and comparative political economy. It will employ the comparative method and theories of analysing and classifying advanced economies (varieties of capitalism) and public policy (welfare models). The module will be of interest mainly for comparative politics and political economy students. Its focus will be global by focusing on advanced economies of the West (USA and EU) and non-western economies such as Latin American countries and Asian countries.
The module fills a gap in the existing offering of modules by providing an in-depth analysis of two key theoretical models of comparative political economy (varieties of capitalism) and comparative politics/public policy (welfare state regimes) covering a wider range of case studies.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Critically evaluate the crucial role played by `non-economic' institutions in the governance of Welfare State models;
· Critically compare and contrast the different approaches to the study of capitalist and welfare diversity;
· Critically apply conceptual and theoretical approaches to empirical case studies.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761073]LI International Politics of East Asia, 31213 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.6
In this module, students will learn about key states involved in contemporary East Asian politics. Specifically, they will examine the role of the United States, Japan, China, South Korea and key regional institutions. The module will also explore core themes and issues in the international politics of East Asia, which may include domestic and regional security issues, economic cooperation.
By the end of the module, students should be able to:
· Identify and analyse the key factors and structures involved in contemporary East Asian politics;
· Demonstrate knowledge of issues affecting the international politics of East Asia;
· Analyse the inter-relationship of inter-state, sub-state, and intra-regional dimensions of the international politics of East Asia;
· Appraise developments in East Asia on the basis of primary and secondary sources, including web-based ones;
· Use effectively, as appropriate, concepts drawn from international relations.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761074]Other Modules – Basket 2.7
[bookmark: _Toc225761075]LI Post-Colonial Britain: Race, Identity & Belonging, 37828 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.7
The experience of ethnic minorities today is rooted in the colonial past. This module seeks to explore the societal dissonance that exists within modern democratic states. This dissonance centres on the fear of the ‘other’ and co-constitutes the ‘self’, resulting in consequences such as xenophobia and populism. This module explores the impact of colonial structures and provides a historical overview of the progression from race relations to identity politics.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Engage critically with key texts on race, identity, and post-colonialism;
· Gain an understanding of lived experiences of ethnic minorities;
· Demonstrate an understanding of the roots of current social movements.
Assessments: 
1 x 1,000-word essay (25%), 1 x 2,500-word essay (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761076]LI The International Law & Politics of Armed Conflict, 42218 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.7
What is the relationship between law, politics and war? This is the overarching question guiding this module. In order to arrive at an answer to this question, the module, first, conceptualises the relationship between international law, politics and armed conflict; second, illustrates the relationship by considering how it plays out in relation to ius ad bellum, ius in bello, ius post bellum and ius pacem; and, third, applies the knowledge thus acquired to an empirical analysis of some pertinent contemporary cases of armed conflict. Upon completion of the module, students will have a deeper understanding of how international law and politics shape, and are shaped by, armed conflict.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of key concepts in international law, and politics and armed conflict;
· Describe the development of international law in relation to armed conflict within and between states, particularly in the post-1945 period;
· Draw on the knowledge acquired to analyse the dynamic relationship between international law, politics and armed conflict in specific contemporary cases;
· Develop skills and confidence in the use of AI tools for research and analysis.
Assessments:
1 x 1,500-word essay (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761077]LI US Politics, 36023 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.7
This module provides students with an introduction to the nature of the U.S. Political system. This course examines the political thought underpinning the formation of the American Republic. It then examines the key institutions of this system. Finally, the image of American Politics is tested through the examination of several on-going political issues. 
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key institutions of US politics;
· Provide a critical understanding of the dynamic and unique nature of US politics;
· Realise the centrality of the US Constitution in US political processes;
· Understand the key role that Federalism plays in the dynamics of US politics.
Assessments:
2 x 1,000-word assessments (25% each), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761078]Other Modules – Basket 2.8
[bookmark: _Toc225761079]LI AI Essentials & Geopolitics, 42220 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.8
AI Essentials and Geopolitics introduces students to the key ideas, tools, and global implications of artificial intelligence (AI). The module provides a non-technical, low-code/no-code foundation in how AI systems and large language models (LLMs) work, giving students hands-on experience with accessible AI applications for research, writing, and analysis. Delivered through a compact series of lectures, it combines conceptual and ethical understanding of AI with insights from global politics, diplomacy, and governance. Students explore how governments, companies, and international organisations use AI to influence policy, power, and security worldwide. Through an independent project, students apply both conceptual and practical learning to examine real-world cases of AI in international affairs. The module equips students with critical AI literacy, practical digital skills, and analytical tools for responsibly engaging with emerging technologies in global contexts.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Explain the key concepts, methods, and ethical debates that underpin artificial intelligence and its role in global politics;
· Demonstrate practical AI literacy by using selected low-code or no-code AI tools, including large language models (LLMs), to support research, communication, and analysis;
· Analyse how governments, international organisations, and private actors deploy AI technologies to shape power, policy, and global governance;
· Apply conceptual and practical insights to produce a critical evaluation of a real-world case study involving AI in international affairs.
Assessments:
1 x 2,500-word Case Study Report (75%), 1 x 1,000-word Critical Reflection (25%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761080]LI Challenges to Liberal Democracy in Europe, 42213 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.8
This module explores various ideological and political challenges posed to liberal democracy in Europe. We will consider both emerging and deep-seated challenges, touching on \"democratic backsliding\" and executive aggrandizement, issues of race, gender, and wealth disparities and the role they have in shaping Europe's liberal democracies, as well as on the changing role of the media. We will also discuss the impact of the rise of \"populist\" parties and the drivers of their success, the long-term impact of totalitarian regimes in 20th century Europe on democracy today, as well as the challenge posed by extremist grassroots groups and movements, particularly on the radical right. Throughout, we will also consider potential responses and reactions to these challenges.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the deep-seated and emerging challenges to Liberal Democracy in Europe;
· Identify and describe case studies evidencing the nature and features of these challenges;
· Demonstrate an understanding of how scholarly literature and primary sources can be employed to solve complex problems.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761081]LI International Relations of the Middle East, 29292 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.8
This module aims to provide an introduction to the contemporary Middle East through a rigorous engagement with theories of international relations. The module places the Middle East in its international context, exploring histories of empire and decolonisation, hegemony and resistance, conflict and cooperation, as well as identity and foreign policy. Attention will also be paid to key themes in international relations, such as transnationalism, globalisation and regionalism, security and threat, gender and ideology. The debate on the features of a regional sub-system and foreign policy analysis will be examined through the process of Arab regional integration and the Arab-Israeli conflict. By taking this module, students will be able to engage in more specialised study of the region, either in whole or in part.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Familiarise themselves with the history, key concepts, and perspectives relating to the development of the study of international relations in the Middle East;
· Familiarise themselves with the individual history and politics of the Arab states of North Africa, the Levant, and the Gulf as well as Turkey, Israel, and Iran within the context of colonialism, the Cold War, and the post-Cold War periods;
· Familiarise themselves with influential paradigms and concepts of international relations theory used to study the Middle East in its international context;
· Critically engage with how the principal literature associated with the study of international relations in the Middle East relates to broader concepts and theories of international relations.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word coursework (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761082]LI Politics of Sustainable Development, 37826 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.8
Sustainable development is a concept suggesting that it is possible to achieve environmental sustainability in our current market-based and growth-focussed society. This module interrogates the introduction of the concept, its quick ascent to the forefront of politics, and its critiques. We will consider how sustainable development shapes environmental politics across local, national and international scales, and interrogate sustainable development strategies and programmes developed by different ‘actor constellations’, such as for example states, the private sector, non-governmental organisations and individuals.
This will give you as a student a deeper understanding of how sustainable development is interpreted and imbued with different kinds of knowledge and priorities. You will develop an understanding of a range of concrete strategies and initiatives developed in the name of sustainable development, from international environmental agreements via governmental regulation to corporate greenwashing tactics. You will critically analyse the effectiveness and consequences of such strategies, and you will also engage with critical perspectives challenging the possibility of sustainable development. 
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a detailed understanding of sustainable development and related concepts, including how they are imbued with different kinds of knowledge and priorities for different actor constellations;
· Examine competing theories on the possibility of sustainable development within our current capitalist economy;
· Examine sustainable development projects and strategies across scales, and assess their contribution to environmental sustainability.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word reflective paper (25%), 1 x 2,500-word essay (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761083]LI Sexuality & Identity Politics, 40828 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, Basket 2.8
This module offers an introduction to sexuality and identity politics. The module focusses on the ways in which sexuality drives, and is shaped by, identity politics; looking at activism and resistance at the national/international level, as well as the politics individuals and groups experience every day. The module begins by introducing theories of sexuality and key concepts including, but not limited to, sexology, queer theory, and (hetero)normativity. Once these foundations are set the module then turns to explore in more detail political movements and activism relating to sexuality, and politics and policy related to sex (such as reproductive rights and sex work) and sexuality (such as the rights of minoritised sexualities). The module also demonstrates how sexuality and/as identity politics shapes both national and international politics more generally, such as how the assumed naturalness of heterosexuality influences policy-making across policy domains (e.g. health, economics, security).
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Critically examine different theories of sexuality;
· Describe the emergence, dynamics and growth of activism and movements relevant to the study of sex/sexuality politics;
· Apply theories of sexuality to examples of policy relating to sex and sexuality;
· Apply theories of sexuality to understand the character of national and international politics.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761084]Other Modules – Basket 3.4
[bookmark: _Toc225761085]LH Environment & Climate Politics: from Global to Local, 36020 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.4
Environmental deterioration is a huge challenge facing humanity. Climate change, habitat destruction, pollution and overconsumption are causing poverty, hunger, migration and the spread of disease for millions. Worse is expected in the future if we don’t act swiftly and decisively. This module interrogates the politics and practices of human interaction with the environment, focusing on both theoretical debates and case studies. The theory covered in the module focuses on how our relationship with the planet is socially constructed, and interrogates different approaches to solving environmental problems, including market based approaches and more radical green theories. The module also examines case studies in environmental politics; these may change from year to year but usually include issues like climate change, animal rights, sustainable development and the relationship between poverty and environment. These issues are covered from a global, national and local perspective.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Explain the role and impact of different actors in environmental case studies;
· Analyse and evaluate key debates in local and global environmental politics;
· Explain and critically reflect upon theories of environmental politics.
Assessments:
1 x 500 word essay (15%) then
· Option A: 1 x 3000 word essay (85%) OR
· Option B: 1 x Piece of Creative Work equivalent to 2,000 words (50%), 1,000 word reflection (35%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761086]LH Racism, Empire & Colonial Capitalism, 40166 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.4
This political theory module explores the distinctive theories of race, racism, and imperial rule that emerged from European colonial projects of expropriation in the Americas, Asia, and Africa and which continue to shape racial hierarchies in many postcolonial societies. In particular, we will explore the tensions between modern political ideas about freedom, equality, democracy, property, justice, and revolution and the realities of exclusionary citizenship, racialized domination, capitalist extraction, and colonial modes of government. Students will read canonical texts in modern political thought as well as contemporary contributions from political theory’s “turn to empire,” postcolonial studies, sociology and history. The module will focus on questions of race and racism, colonial capitalism, imperial government, anticolonial resistance, and the afterlives of empire, including postcolonial melancholia and the resurgence of far-right ethnonationalisms in the U.K. and Europe today.
The module content will be delivered in weekly two-hour lectures and one-hour small-group seminars, where we will discuss the assigned reading in depth as well as draw connections between the theoretical arguments and historical and contemporary examples.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Situate theories of race, racism, and capitalism within broader historical and political contexts of European imperialism and its aftermath;
· Understand the key anticolonial and antiracist critiques of Euromodern political thought;
· Apply this critical understanding of racial formations and imperial rule to contemporary debates over racism, the state, capitalism, and resistance.
Assessments:
1 x 1,500-word assessment (50%), 1 x podcast assignment, 10 minutes in length/approx. 2,000 words (50%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761087]LH Statelessness & Citizenship, 37825 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.4
This is a module about identity, membership, rights, and duties. It is about issues and concepts such as discrimination, migration, and the aftermath of colonialism. By examining statelessness and citizenship, it raises questions about one of the most fundamental principles of modern politics. The module examines different approaches to the question of what makes someone a citizen, from both theoretical and empirical perspectives.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand the realities of statelessness and some of the complex political, social, and legal realities surrounding it;
· Interrogate the meanings of citizenship and develop their own, nuanced understandings of it;
· Reflect on the reality of diverse experiences of citizenship.
Assessments:
1 x 2,500 word essay (50%), then 1 x 1,000 word policy brief (50%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761088]LH Strategy, Leadership & Foreign Policy, 36028 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.4
This module examines how individuals and groups make foreign policy decisions and the real world effects that flow from these processes.
It combines insights from leadership studies, social psychology, military strategy, public policy and cultural analyses. Typical questions include: what makes a good leader? Why do smart people make bad decisions? How does strategy differ according to national and regional contexts? How can we evaluate strategic success or failure? How can global decision-making be improved?
As far as possible, it aims to combine theoretical insights with practical case studies and input from policymakers and practitioners.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Understand the theories and concepts used to explain strategy, leadership and foreign policy;
· Think critically about how decisions are made and analyse how this process could be improved;
· Demonstrate knowledge of the similarities and differences between strategic actors and how they respond to challenges.
Assessments:
1 x 2,000-word assessment (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761089]Other Modules – Basket 3.5
[bookmark: _Toc225761090]LH International Cooperation Among Developing States, 41186 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.5
This module aims to provide students with an understanding of international cooperation in different regions of the developing world. What factors bring developing states together, in different economic and political arrangements? What are the particular characteristics of region inter-state organizations in the developing world?
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an advanced undergraduate understanding of relevant theoretical literature on international cooperation and regional integration;
· Demonstrate, with reference to a number of case studies from the developing world, an understanding of the economic, political, and security significance of regional inter-state cooperation;
· Critically evaluate the state and future of regional inter-state cooperation in the developing world.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assessment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assessment (75%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761091]LH Nuclear Crises, 41185 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.5
Module Lead 2025/26: Nick Wheeler
This module explores how far nuclear crises are manageable and what can be done to ensure that humanity avoids them in the future. It combines theory, case study work, and student-led roleplay simulations/presentations. It will first focus on the theoretical issues surrounding the concept of crisis management, exploring ideas of brinkmanship, escalation management/dominance, and de-escalation (‘off-ramps’ in the contemporary jargon). The module examines in depth a number of key nuclear crises (the Berlin Crisis of 1961, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 2019 India-Pakistan Pulwama-Balakot crisis, and the Ukraine Crisis 2022-). The module involves a strong practical element, with students engaging in role-play simulations of some of these crises. The module will also explore the impact of emerging disruptive technologies (AI, cyber etc.) on the possibilities for managing future crises.
By the end of the module, students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a sound theoretical understanding of the key conceptual issues relating to nuclear crisis management and crisis prevention;
· Demonstrate, with reference to a number of case studies, the theoretical approaches discussed on the module;
· Understand the psychological and emotional challenges that face decision-makers in nuclear crises;
· Critically reflect on the possibilities for better nuclear and crisis management in the context of new and emerging technologies (e.g. AI, cyber).
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word assignment (25%), 1 x 2,500-word assignment (75%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761092]Other Modules – Basket 3.6
[bookmark: _Toc225761093]LH American Foreign & Security Policy, 42212 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.6
What challenges does the United States of America face in dealing with the world beyond its borders, and how should it respond to those challenges? This module surveying US foreign and security policy invites students to engage analytically and critically with these questions.
In the opening weeks, lectures and seminars lay out the big-picture context for American foreign policy: its history; the domestic institutions and processes that make it, and the national drivers that underlie it, like the pursuit of security, economic interests, and ideology. As the term progresses, the module discusses today’s security challenges facing the United States, and the considerations at play as it decides how to address them. These include nuclear weapons proliferation in Iran and North Korea; counterterrorism after 9/11 and US policy in the Middle East; the rising power of China and its challenge to world order; America’s transatlantic allies and the threat posed by Russia; and unconventional security threats like climate change, cyber-attacks, and pandemic disease.
The module is suitable both for those who have studied the United States and international security before, and those who have not.
By the end of the module, students should be able to:
· Understand and discuss the history, institutions, and driving purposes of US foreign and security policy in an informed way, showing awareness of a variety of perspectives;
· Engage in a critical, analytical way with contemporary foreign policy debates within the United States;
· Understand US policy within in the larger context of global politics and international security.
Assessments:
1 x 1,500-word assignment (50%), 1 x 90-minute campus exam (50%)
[bookmark: _Toc225761094]LH Conflict & Peace in Deeply Divided Societies, 38862 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, Basket 3.6
This module examines the causes of violent conflict in societies that are deeply divided along ethnic, national, religious or linguistic lines. It introduces students to a number of theoretical approaches to understanding the nature of these divisions and the causes and consequences of inter-communal conflict, including their international aspects. It surveys the ways in which conflict in such societies has been managed or resolved, including through peace processes leading to the introduction of institutional mechanisms such as power-sharing or federalism, as well as approaches to facilitating reconciliation. The module combines theory with historical and contemporary case studies from around the world, potentially including but not limited to the former Yugoslavia, Northern Ireland, Cyprus, Lebanon, Rwanda and South Africa.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Demonstrate a systematic understanding of the variety of theoretical approaches to explaining conflict in deeply divided societies;
· Identify and describe case studies of violent intra-state conflict throughout the world, locating them in their appropriate historical and political contexts;
· Critically analyse the opportunities and limitations for the resolution of violent conflict in deeply divided societies;
· Employ scholarly literature and primary sources to solve complex problems.
Assessments:
1 x 1,000-word essay (25%), 1 x 2,500-word essay (75%)

[bookmark: _Toc225761095]Other Modules – No Baskets
[bookmark: _Toc225761096]LI Governing States & Societies, 34589 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 2, No Basket
Weak or failing governance is often at the heart of a range of contemporary development challenges. This module critically evaluates different approaches to improving governance. Governance is understood as a set of formal and informal rules for how states function and how state-society relations are managed. The first part of the module will analyse how some governance dynamics – including corruption, weak accountability relations, lack of co-ordination in the state administration, and contestation between state and non-state actors – can hinder progress on inclusive development. The second part will introduce a range of tools and methods widely used to improve governance, including citizen voice and participation, social accountability, changing public sector incentives, and state reform. Weekly lectures are complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to apply a governance lens to key recurring constraints to development, and debate the strengths and limitations of a range of top-down and bottom-up approaches to addressing them.
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Summarise the latest thinking on, and key concepts in, governance and state-society relations;
· Describe and critique key tools for, and approaches to, tackling governance and accountability challenges;
· Explain the links between the global politics of development and the domestic governance of developing countries;
· Analyse the governance challenges facing a diverse range of countries.
Assessments:
2 x 1,500-word assessment (50% each)
[bookmark: _Toc225761097]LH African Politics, 34426 (20 credits)
Semester 2, Year 3, No Basket
This module introduces students to major debates in the contemporary study of African politics and development, setting these issues within their historical, social and cultural contexts. It will analyse the shifting balance between the state and society, the role of international forces, the changing role of the state in development, and the most recent important trends such as urbanisation and the emergence of particularly young populations. The selected themes will all be examined with reference to continental patterns and variations and reflect key areas of academic and public debate, and fields in which there is a lively and often contested literature.
Weekly lectures will be complemented with participatory weekly seminars, giving students the opportunity to engage with some of the most important questions facing Africa today, such as: What was the impact of colonial rule? Are African states different to European states? Are they really states at all? Why has Africa seen so many civil wars?
By the end of the module students should be able to:
· Describe the key features of states in Africa, and discuss whether or not they are different to states elsewhere in the world;
· Explain the key domestic/international and political/economic/social/geographical challenges to African development;
· Analyse the variation between African countries’ development trajectories and political settlements, with reference to history and theory;
· Evaluate the usefulness of different theories and frameworks for understanding politics and development in Africa.
Assessments:
1 x presentation (25%), 1 x 3,000-word assessment (75%)
