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	LC Introduction to African Cultures – Dr Juliet Gilbert

	Module code: 38698
Semester 2
Credits: 10

	Module Description:
This module introduces students to the study and appreciation of African cultures. It emphasises diversity, complexity, and dynamism of cultures across the continent, and challenges the often held and overly simplistic assumption that Africa is a homogenous cultural world. By studying the content and form of cultural genres such as (but not limited to) oral literature, performance, masquerade, visual art, photography, and film, students will gain important insights into a range of African cultures. With a focus on how cultural forms are continually adapted to changing tastes, aesthetics, and politics by Africans on the continent and in diaspora, and how guardianship and representations of African culture underpin decolonial debates, the module equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to intelligibly discuss issues pertinent to the study of contemporary Africa.

	Assessment:
1 x 1500-word written assignment (100%)



	LC Anthropologists at Work – Dr Leslie Fesenmyer

	Module code: 38695
Semester 2
Credits: 10

	Module Description:
This module focuses on the application of anthropological knowledge and training to professional fields beyond the academy. Taking seriously the idea of applied or engaged anthropology, and thinking carefully about distinctions between academic and non-academic anthropology, the module considers a range of examples of trained anthropologists who work in other fields. These may include, for example, journalism, law, the charity sector, marketing, communications, and public or global health. Students will consider specific real-world case studies and reflect on how a background in anthropology informed their subsequent careers. Students will be encouraged to think about what anthropology can contribute beyond academia by means of transferable skills, including the development of particular sensibilities and distinctive approaches to knowledge and enquiry.

	Assessment:
1 x 10 minute individual presentation (100%)
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	LC Urban Encounters: Anthropology in Birmingham – Dr Marco Di Nunzio

	Module code: 38037
Semester 2
Credits: 20

	Module Description:
This module will introduce students to a broad range of topics from the Early Modern period (c.1500-1800). It will examine many aspects of the early-modern world, including its social, economic, military, political, intellectual, religious and cultural history, some of which will be framed within a global context. Drawing on particular areas of staff expertise in social, economic, religious, gender, cultural history and material culture, the module will discuss the important changes that took place during this period and expose students to the ways these can be studied. The module will include introductions to topics taught as modules in Yr 2 and 3. Students will be taught through lectures and analysis of relevant primary and secondary source material, including visual and material culture, online resources and accessible locations, to gain first-hand experience of some of the issues involved in the scholarly study of this period.

	Assessment:
1 x 500-word written assignment (20%) and 1 x 2500-word reflective portfolio (80%)



	LC Writing Worlds: Ethnography as Craft – Dr Fuad Musallam

	Module code: 37968
Semester 2
Credits: 20

	Module Description:
This module is built around full-length ethnographic monographs. Students are required to read the books in full over the course of the module. Lectures and seminars help to situate and contextualise the texts in relation, for example, to the identity and career of the anthropologists who wrote them; the development of the discipline of anthropology over time; the various scholarly debates with which they engage; and their reception (contemporary and subsequent). Strong emphasis is placed on the craft of ethnographic writing. Students examine ethnographic writing as a genre and consider different ways in which descriptive and analytical writing are woven together to build an argument. This requires thinking carefully about the nature of ethnographic evidence, the methodological underpinnings of anthropological research, the authors’ positionality and related ethical considerations, and the ways in which other forms of evidence are drawn upon to support ethnographic observation. Students engage with broad anthropological concerns, such as the relationship between the particular and the general, and the ethics and politics of representation, through close engagement with the texts.

	Assessment:
1 x 1000-word written assignment (30%) and 1 x 2000-word written assignment (70%)
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	LI Anthropology of Sport and Recreation – Dr Anthony Pickles (40532)

	Semester 2
Credits: 20

	Module Description:
This module takes a serious anthropological look at the lighter side of life. Every day people play hundreds of sports, games, hobbies and other recreational activities, but why? What is a game and why are they 'fun'? Who can play and how does one 'support' a team? How might anthropology, a discipline concerned with human societies and cultures, unlock the social significance of sport and recreation? Early anthropologists took an interest in children's games and local athletic pursuits, often viewing them as a window into the diffusion of cultural attributes or the level of a society's sophistication. Later work has analysed the symbolic and cognitive significance of play and games, the social structure of fan groups, the variance in styles of play as an expression of underlying cultural difference as well as the economic disparities and social hierarchies (be they racist, ableist, misogynist, etc.) enacted through sport. Recreation is important for business, wellbeing, identity and socialisation, so we will look in depth at ethnographic examples from around the world to understand what play really means. This may include topics such as how professional football affects the communities of those identified as talented, how stereotypes get played into online gaming, or how recreation has become data saturated.

	Assessment:
Essay 1 (40%); Essay 2 (60%)



	LI Kinship, Gender and Sexuality – Dr Jessica Johnson (29605)

	Semester 1
Credits: 20

	Module Description:
Students will engage with classic concerns in the anthropology of kinship, developing a chronological understanding of developments in the field since the mid-twentieth century. They will study the parallel development of the anthropology of women in the 1970s and 1980s, and the subsequent emergence of the anthropology of gender and sexuality. Topics covered will include: marriage and family forms, the reputed ‘crisis’ of masculinity, attitudes towards romantic love, and discourses of human, women’s and LGBTQ+ rights. Emphasis will be placed on the theoretical contributions of feminist anthropologists as well as debates about the suitability of feminism as a framework for anthropological studies of non-Western societies. Students will be encouraged to engage with the work of African and Asian scholars alongside texts produced by European and North American anthropologists. Case studies will be taken from across the world in an effort to make ‘the familiar strange and the strange familiar’, encouraging students to examine their own assumptions about family forms, gender relations and human sexuality.

	Assessment:
Essay 1 (40%); Essay 2 (60%)
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