English Literature
Module Descriptions 2026/27
Level C (i.e. First Year) Modules


Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability. 

For many of these modules, some experience of studying English Literature may be required, and you should remember this when choosing your modules. 

Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (March 2026) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2026/27 academic year. 

Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2026/27, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
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FULL YEAR MODULES

Approaches to Children's Literature A&B

MODULE CODE: 42188/42189
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 1&2 (Full year only)

Please note, only one 'Approaches' module can be taken. This is a full-year module, and as such only students studying for the full-year are able to take this module.

DESCRIPTION

Semester 1 introduces students to the critical study of children's literature in English. Four blocks of study follow an initial introduction to the major debates in the field and an overview of the history of children's literature. These blocks will focus on key types of children's literature, such as the Coming of Age Story, Boys' Adventure Fiction, the School Story and Literature of War. Set texts in each block from a variety of historical periods foster a comparative approach.

Semester 2 develops critical approaches to children's literature in English. It is divided into a series of study blocks, each focusing on a key type of children's literature. From year to year there will be opportunities to study genres such as: fantasy and dystopia for children, children's horror and historical fiction, child detective stories, comics and graphic novels, and young adult fiction. Set texts in each block both foster comparison across historical periods and raise themes of particular contemporary interest (e.g. sexuality and gender, race, the environment).
















Approaches to Medieval Literature A&B

MODULE CODE: 42190/42191
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 1&2 (Full year only)

Please note, only one 'Approaches' module can be taken. This is a full-year module, and as such only students studying for the full-year are able to take this module.

DESCRIPTION

Students will be introduced to some of the earliest writings in English, get hands-on experience of medieval manuscripts, art, and buildings, and discover alternative views and interpretations of the world.

In semester 1 students investigate how medieval writers and artists respond to, represent, and interpret the world. Our starting-point is a visit to the famous mappamundi (map of the world) at Hereford Cathedral. The map introduces us to the themes of this semester: how medieval people imagined their location in the world and the universe; and how they imagined other peoples, locations, animals and the natural world. We will follow up these themes through a wide variety of literary texts, including travel narratives, bestiaries, riddles, and stories of adventure by land and sea. Later in the term we will supplement our literary studies with an external visit, e.g. to the new Staffordshire Hoard Gallery at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery to see the mysterious gold objects decorated with images of animals, birds, fish, snakes etc.

In semester 2 students investigate how medieval writers and artists respond to, represent, and interpret the self. Our starting-point is an on-campus visit to engage with a cultural collection, e.g. the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, the University's world-renowned art gallery and museum. Here, we will examine a range of books and objects that were the prized personal possessions of medieval people, for example a jewellery box, a mirror, and beautiful books of hours. These objects will introduce us to the themes of this semester: the inner lives of medieval people, how they constructed their identities and saw the stories of their lives from birth, through love and sex, to death. We will follow up these themes through a wide variety of literary texts, including dreams and visions, love poems, romances of love lost and found, and stories of heroes and heroines. Later in the semester students will be divided into groups for student-led visits to medieval buildings to see how buildings and their artistic and literary collections also tell us about the medieval self (for example, the Guildhall, Coventry; Lichfield Cathedral; Great Malvern Priory).



Approaches to North American Literature A&B

MODULE CODE: 42192/42193
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 1&2 (Full year only)

Please note, only one 'Approaches' module can be taken. This is a full-year module, and as such only students studying for the full-year are able to take this module.

DESCRIPTION

Semester 1 focuses on a chronological survey of North American texts from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Students will examine the emergence of distinctive and distinctly American literary voices and forms on the North American continent, and explore the ways literary texts articulated and responded to national and social upheavals of the period, including the American Revolution, the US Civil War, the abolition of enslavement and Reconstruction, and the development of Indigenous literary traditions. The module is interested, too, in the ways that 'America' and the idea of being an American were being negotiated and consolidated through literature. Themes we study on this module may include: the Puritan origins and inheritance of US literature, American Enlightenment, westward expansion and conquest, transcendentalism, gender, race and slave narratives, the American Gothic, the writing of the Civil War and its aftermath, and literary realism and naturalism.

Semester 2 focuses on a chronological survey of North American texts written during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Students will study the evolution of and experimentation with American literary forms after 1900, exploring as well the new cultural and social movements and crises within which literature played a pivotal role - from ongoing campaigns for social justice to the US involvement in international conflicts and the consolidation of an 'American empire'. The module also examines the ways in which North American literature continues to contest, expand, and rethink what 'America' itself might mean. Topics we study on the module may include: the spread of consumer culture and the emergence of a new kind of American city culture; individual and collective identities; vernacular, folk culture; protest writing; representations of domesticity, relationships, and gender; race; post-war conformity; the counterculture; the Vietnam war; indigenous writing; the changing ethics and politics of a pre- and post-millennium nation.








Approaches to Plays and Performance: Shakespeare and Beyond A&B

MODULE CODE: 42194/42195
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 1&2 (Full year only)

Please note, only one 'Approaches' module can be taken. This is a full-year module, and as such only students studying for the full-year are able to take this module.

DESCRIPTION

Semester 1 introduces students to the study of plays and performance, and the cultural legacy of playwright William Shakespeare. This module teaches students how to engage with play texts as scripts for performance, then consider how representations of Shakespeare himself - both as a character and as a cornerstone of heritage culture - feed into our understandings of Shakespeare's social and literary significance.
Semester 2 applies student analytical, and critical skills towards a survey history of some of the influential plays that have shaped European and world theatre, to facilitate student learning about the significance and the shaping of genre, mode, and place on the style and structure of dramatic texts. The module will familiarise students with an understanding of key terms specific to some dramatic forms and dramatic genre that they will encounter throughout the degree. This includes meta-theatre, tragedy, Naturalism & Realism, City Comedy, Epic Theatre, the Theatre of the Absurd & Post Dramatic Theatre.















SEMESTER 1 MODULES
Literary Worlds: From Revolution to Postmodernity

MODULE CODE: 42182
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Essay and 1x Portfolio
SEMESTER: 1

DESCRIPTION

This introductory module offers students a broad chronological survey of the literary history of the modern age. Students will explore a diverse array of texts – including prose, verse and drama – written in the English-speaking world between the middle of the eighteenth century and the present. The module is designed to introduce key aesthetic and cultural developments that shaped literary production during this period and train students in methods of research and analysis at university level. Lectures will frame set texts as (1) representative examples of specific literary-historical moments and (2) case studies for particular modes or techniques of writing and analysis. Seminars will guide students to achieve a nuanced understanding of literature post-1770, develop discursive and analytical skills essential to an undergraduate degree, and undertake formative work towards an assessed portfolio of writing tasks. The module aims to foster students' understanding of significant topics and approaches, helping them to develop an appropriate critical vocabulary, versatile knowledge of literary history, and a flexible and accurate analytical style.























Approaches to Critical Reading

MODULE CODE: 42180
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Portfolio
SEMESTER: 1

This module can only be taken by students who are also taking Literary Worlds: From Revolution to Postmodernity.

It is possible to study Literary Worlds: From Revolution to Postmodernity without studying Approaches to Critical Reading.


DESCRIPTION

This module introduces students to some of the contextual applications of literary analysis, the 'critical environments' which the study of literature reflects and influences. Whereas 'Literary Worlds' focuses on literary history of the works studies, 'Approaches to Critical Reading' focuses on critical reactions to those works, be they from a human rights perspective, ethnic studies angle, eco-critical view, etc. The module draws on the research of scholars in the Department to begin making links between the study of literary works and the world beyond.
























Theory and Practice of Criticism

MODULE CODE: 42179
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: Essays
SEMESTER: 1

DESCRIPTION

This module will introduce students to the skills, questions, arguments and vocabularies that shape study in the discipline of English Literature. The module will have a dual focus: i) it will introduce students to the theoretical approaches that are most prominent in underpinning literary study at the present time; ii) it will furnish students with the practical skills required to bring those theoretical discussions into effective dialogue with the literary texts they will encounter in the rest of their degree. The latter skills will include understanding the principles of research, working with criticism and constructing arguments. Theoretical approaches may include:

Psychoanalysis
Feminism and Queer Theory
Marxism and Materialism
Postcolonialism
Reader Response Theory
Disability Studies
Digital Studies
Poetics, Aesthetics, and Narratology
Animal Studies
Ecocriticism


















SEMESTER 2 MODULES











































 
Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels

MODULE CODE: 42183
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Essay and 1x Portfolio
SEMESTER: 2

DESCRIPTION

This module provides an introduction to a wide range of texts —including both prose and verse— across a broad transhistorical period. The aim is to introduce students to a spectrum of texts and genres from the earliest writing in English to the invention of the novel in the early- to mid-eighteenth century. Building on the work of 'Literary Worlds: From Revolution to Postmodernity', this module expands in depth and breadth the exploration of key aesthetic and cultural developments that shaped the development of literature during this earlier and less-familiar period. The module will be arranged in three main blocks corresponding to key historical and literary periods within the range of c. 900 to 1750.





























Approaches to Literary Cultures

MODULE CODE: 42181
CREDITS: 20 
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Portfolio
SEMESTER: 2

This module can only be taken by students who are also taking Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels.

It is possible to study Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels without studying Approaches to Literary Cultures.


DESCRIPTION

This module introduces students to some of the socio-cultural contexts of literary production, the 'cultural environments' that may not be immediately obvious to new scholars. Whereas 'Literary Worlds' focuses on the literary qualities of the works studied, 'Approaches to Literary Cultures' focuses on the broader social, linguistic, and cultural circumstances that gave rise to those works. The module draws on the research of scholars in the Department to begin making links between the study of literary works, the moments in which they were written, and their relevance for readers today.


