English Language and Applied Linguistics
Module Descriptions 2026/27
Level I (i.e. 2nd Yr.) and Level H (i.e. Final Year) Modules

Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability. 
The modules listed in this handbook explore theoretical and practical concepts related to English Language study. They are not suitable for students wishing to develop their own proficiency in English Language writing or comprehension and should only be taken by students who already have a sophisticated understanding of the English Language.
Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (March 2026) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2026/27 academic year. 
Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2026/27, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
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SEMESTER 1 LI MODULES

LI Discourse Analysis

MODULE CODE: 27753
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x Essays 
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

Description

Discourse Analysis is a branch of linguistics that examines how language is used in different social contexts and for different purposes. This includes, among other things, studying how news organizations use language to narrate and create a certain ‘version’ of events, how politicians use language persuasively to win the support of voters, and how speakers draw on their linguistic and cultural knowledge to interpret other peoples’ intentions. The module offers a general introduction to theories and methods commonly used in Discourse Analysis. We will look at a variety of discourse analysis frameworks and the typical kinds of texts and/or stretches of spoken language they are used to analyse. For example, we will explore Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and its application to news reporting, and Conversation Analysis and its application to casual, everyday conversations.













LI History of the English Language

MODULE CODE: 22445
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Analysis essay and 1x 5 minute presentation
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

Description
This course is designed to introduce students to the historical development of the English Language. It provides an overview of English from its origins up to the present day, including changes in words and the meanings of words, grammatical behaviour, and pronunciation. We consider the interaction between language variation and change and societal developments, including ideas of standards and purity in language as well as the impact of technology. Students will be instructed in the exploration, analysis, and description of language from a historical perspective.
















LI Language Education and Literacy

MODULE CODE: 39771
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Portfolio
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

Description
This module explores key issues in language education and literacy. It discusses approaches to Education in a global context examining how cultural and social norms influence definitions of what the term an "educated individual" means. It then focuses more closely on educational philosophies which refer to literacy (the activities/skills of reading and writing) and explores the tensions between theories and practices of literacy both in home and school contexts. The module adopts a critical approach to literacy and uses examples of early reading and writing to challenge and/or confirm long-held beliefs and theories in the field of literacy. At a more national/local level, the module explores issues such as poverty and disability in the UK which impact the literacy levels of children and critically explores policies which aim to support literacy progress and attainment.
LI Structure of English

MODULE CODE: 40000
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: Timed assessment (x2)
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

Please note that this module is not available to students who are studying at the University of Birmingham in semester 1 only

Description
This module develops knowledge in the key areas of Grammar and Phonetics and Phonology, which are two key aspects of the study of language. It builds on the foundational knowledge acquired in first year to give students a detailed understanding of these topics as they relate to the English Language. This includes: 
· In-depth knowledge of the morphology and syntax of English (Grammar), how we classify words according to grammatical properties, how to describe and analyse grammatical relations, and how these aspects are treated in contemporary linguistics. Students will learn to apply these concepts to the description of genuine written and spoken texts at various levels of analysis. 
· Detailed understanding of the ways in which the sounds of English are produced and analysed (Phonetics and Phonology). Students will become familiar with the concepts and terminology used to describe the phonetics and phonology of English and other languages. Students will learn to explore and apply these concepts in the analysis of recordings of spoken English and theoretical cases, and in the context of related topics, such as phonological development and speech perception. 










SEMESTER 2 LI MODULES

























LI Data Skills for the Digital World

MODULE CODE: 39274
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Data Analysis project
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module introduces students to quantitative, data-oriented methods that are increasingly common in the study of language and the humanities, with an emphasis on the development of practical skills for students’ future work at university and beyond. The module focuses on introducing data analysis and statistics in a way that is accessible to language and humanities students, and on getting students underway with analysis of their own data. Students will be introduced to the statistical programming environment “R”, which is widely used in linguistics and other scientific fields. In both workshops and seminars, students will gain experience working with different kinds of data in R, and will be given the opportunity to collect their own data and create digital materials such as blogs or online dashboards for effective “data storytelling”. Students will learn how to create online content using reproducible workflows, documenting their work at each stage of data collection, analysis, and presentation.
























LI Psycholinguistics

MODULE CODE: 27523
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module looks at how language is represented and processed in the human mind. We examine experimental evidence and theoretical models of the different levels of language to understand topics such as: how we access words and concepts; how we process words visually and auditorily; how we understand complex syntactic structures; how we plan and produce spoken language; and how we use and understand figurative language. The module focuses on an objective, data driven approach where carefully designed language experiments are at the heart of our understanding. To support this, we will also spend time considering methodology and aspects of experimental design that help us to investigate language processing in an empirical way, and you will be asked to take part in a series of language experiments to help develop your understanding of the different approaches that can be utilised.


























LI Sociolinguistics

MODULE CODE: 26680
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module explores the relationship between language and society, examining how variation in sound, syntax, morphology and lexis distribute across different aspects of society – for example, the correlation between the use of particular linguistic forms and social class groups, genders, age groups and geographical areas. The module considers the associations that develop between aspects of a speaker's identity and different linguistic forms, the role of prestige (overt and covert), stigmatization and the significance of one's social networks and communities, and how these facets of variation lead to large-scale changes in the English language. 


































LI Stylistics

MODULE CODE: 39769
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x essay
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module introduces stylistics as an approach to the study of literary and other creative texts. Stylistics focuses in close detail on language in order to ask questions about how those texts work and what it is that makes them distinctive or effective. The module explores a wide range of texts – poems, novels, plays, advertising, television – and encourages students to make use of a set of stylistic tools to help understand the workings of those texts. For example, by paying attention to word choice, we might see how an author encourages readers to feel that they are ‘seeing’ the world from a particular character’s point of view. Or, by paying attention to conversational turn-taking patterns, we might come to understand how viewers of a police drama get the impression that an interaction is not going well for the suspect. In short, the module aims to equip students with a set of analytical tools that they can use to make sense of texts and their meanings.  


























SEMESTER 1 LH MODULES












































LH English Language Teaching

MODULE CODE: 19606
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Lesson observation report and 1x lesson plan
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description

In this module we will explore the principles and practice of English language teaching, especially the teaching of English as a foreign or second language (EFL/ESL). We will explore theories and ideas which underlie the ways in which English is or can be taught. Some of these will be new to you, but some may be familiar from previous modules. There will be plenty of opportunities to relate theoretical knowledge to pedagogic practice, including the observation of real language lessons, and the creation of English language teaching materials. Topics covered will include an overview of language teaching theories and methodologies, the teaching of grammar and vocabulary, managing the classroom, and designing and planning lessons.

























LH Exploring Linguistic Diversity

MODULE CODE: 28649
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x Essays
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description

This module gives an introduction to the diversity and essential characteristics of the world’s languages, how data is collected in linguistic typology, and how it can be described and analysed. It will draw on and extend the concepts and methods that students have acquired in their English language studies thus far to tackle one of the fundamental questions in contemporary linguistics: how much do languages differ from each other? We will study this question across a range of linguistic subsystems, including phonetics, phonology, morphology and syntax, drawing on case studies from languages around the world. The issue of language endangerment, and the challenges of language documentation, will also be discussed.

























LH Inclusive Media and Communication

MODULE CODE: 40755
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x essay and 1x design proposal + digital design OR 1x Design proposal
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

LH ELAL are modules only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.


Description
	
This module considers the interplay between digital media, communication, and disability. Students will learn about how disabilities can affect communication in various ways, considering communication aspects such as speech, hearing, body language, and sight. The module draws on linguistic and psychology research to understand communication differences and uses media studies research to understand how these differences both appear and can be accommodated in digital media. The module considers a variety of disabilities which will include physical and mental disabilities such as deafness or neurodivergence. Students should be aware that the module takes an approach to considering disabilities as a difference, not a deficit. Students will get the chance to analyse linguistic communication data and think about designing digital media that is inclusive and accessible.












LH Political Communication

MODULE CODE: 39767
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x report and 1x executive summary
SEMESTER: 1 (Autumn term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description
Politics is an intensely communicative phenomenon. The professional life of the politician is largely spent talking and writing, and most of the ways in which citizens engage in politics - watching the news, commenting on social media, emailing MPs, arguing with friends, voting in elections - are thoroughly communicative too. This module introduces students to a range of frameworks for thinking about political communication, drawn from fields such as linguistics, rhetoric, political science, and anthropology. It does so by focusing on topical and real-world problems in political communication, for example problems of trust or participation in political processes and institutions, or problems of misinformation or propaganda. And it asks students to make use of the concepts they learn on the module to propose ways in which those problems might be addressed.











SEMESTER 2 LH MODULES



























LH AI in Linguistics and Digital Media

MODULE CODE: 39975
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Written assignment
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description

The rapid advancement of Generative Artificial Intelligence presents exciting opportunities as well as profound challenges across society. This module explores the latest developments in Generative AI, with a particular focus on its applications in language and digital media. Students will develop both conceptual understanding of these technologies and practical experience using AI tools. Additionally, students will critically engage with the ethical, social, and professional challenges posed by AI, equipping them with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate and responsibly shape the future of AI in their fields.












LH Digital Journalism

MODULE CODE: 41119
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x multimedia journalism project and 1x reflective essay
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description
This module introduces the theory and practice of digital journalism. It will help you develop both a critical and a practical understanding of journalism in the digital ecosystem, balancing the critical analysis of digital journalism projects with the practice of audience-centred multimedia journalism. We will explore key journalistic principles such as balance, ethics, and public service and will evaluate how digital technology has transformed journalistic practice. We will analyse the affordances of digital platforms for the production, optimisation, and dissemination of digital journalism. You will develop skills in journalistic research, information-gathering, and production of longform digital journalism, including packaging and optimising your content for a variety of social media platforms. You are expected to put your learning and multimedia storytelling skills into practice to produce original, compelling, and socially impactful longform journalism and disseminate it on appropriate, judiciously selected digital platforms.










LH Sign Language and Gesture

MODULE CODE: 41360
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x project proposal, 1x group presentation and 1x essay
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

LH ELAL modules are only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description
Traditionally, language is viewed as a communicative process that is restricted to speech or text. However, it is now well-established that human communication is multimodal in nature and integrates information from multiple sources. In the context of face-to-face communication, the body plays a crucial role to express and comprehend meaning between interlocutors. This module will explore how the body contributes to expressing meaning in varied contexts and with different populations.  
 
The overarching aim of this module is to describe the facet of multimodality, where the body is central to express an integrated message. The module will focus specifically on the gestures co-occurring with speech as well as the sign languages of deaf communities. These forms of bodily actions are the foundation of human interaction, with other forms of communications stemming from our ability to process information from multiple channels (e.g., audio-visual). By delving into the science of gestures and signs, students will strengthen their understanding of multimodality as a basis of communication. In addition to gaining theoretical insights about gesture and signs, students will develop methodological skills to answer questions about the role of the body in human communication. This expertise can be applied to real-life settings such as marketing, science, education, well-being, audiovisual media, and law.



