English Language and Applied Linguistics
Module Descriptions 2025/26
Semester 2 Modules

Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability. 
The modules listed in this handbook explore theoretical and practical concepts related to English Language study. They are not suitable for students wishing to develop their own proficiency in English Language writing or comprehension and should only be taken by students who already have a sophisticated understanding of the English Language.
Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (October 2025) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2025/26 academic year. 
Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2025/26, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
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LC Semester 2 Modules




Fundamentals of Language: Grammar and Discourse

MODULE CODE: 31570
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2 x 1500 word essays (50% each)
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

DESCRIPTION

This core module explores foundational concepts and issues in the study of English language and linguistics. In particular, the module focuses on the areas of syntax, semantics (broadly conceived) and discourse/pragmatics. Topics covered include how words can be classified according to their grammatical properties, how they are related to each other in sentences, and how speakers understand utterances in specific contexts of interaction and make sense of each other’s communicative intentions.

Applied Linguistics

MODULE CODE: 29973
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: Timed assignment: 3 hour online quiz (100%)
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

DESCRIPTION

Applied linguistics is an interdisciplinary field that investigates and offers solutions to real-life problems, questions and issues in which language plays a central role. Although originally restricted to the topic of language learning and teaching, applied linguistics now encompasses a much wider range of concerns, including literacy, language testing, bilingualism and multilingualism, translation, language policy and planning, discourse analysis, stylistics and forensic linguistics, among others.
This module aims to give students:
1. a broad understanding of how Applied Linguistics has developed as a field, and of what distinguishes it from theoretical linguistics;
2. a broad understanding of the aims, scope and diversity of the field in its current form;
3. an opportunity to study key developments in some of the major subfields of Applied Linguistics in more depth.
4. an ability to offer balanced and informed assessments of published research in Applied Linguistics.
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LI Data Skills for the Digital World

MODULE CODE: 39274
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Data Analysis project
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module introduces students to quantitative, data-oriented methods that are increasingly common in the study of language and the humanities, with an emphasis on the development of practical skills for students’ future work at university and beyond. The module focuses on introducing data analysis and statistics in a way that is accessible to language and humanities students, and on getting students underway with analysis of their own data. Students will be introduced to the statistical programming environment “R”, which is widely used in linguistics and other scientific fields. In both workshops and seminars, students will gain experience working with different kinds of data in R, and will be given the opportunity to collect their own data and create digital materials such as blogs or online dashboards for effective “data storytelling”. Students will learn how to create online content using reproducible workflows, documenting their work at each stage of data collection, analysis, and presentation.
























LI Psycholinguistics

MODULE CODE: 27523
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module looks at how language is represented and processed in the human mind. We examine experimental evidence and theoretical models of the different levels of language to understand topics such as: how we access words and concepts; how we process words visually and auditorily; how we understand complex syntactic structures; how we plan and produce spoken language; and how we use and understand figurative language. The module focuses on an objective, data driven approach where carefully designed language experiments are at the heart of our understanding. To support this, we will also spend time considering methodology and aspects of experimental design that help us to investigate language processing in an empirical way, and you will be asked to take part in a series of language experiments to help develop your understanding of the different approaches that can be utilised.


























LI Sociolinguistics

MODULE CODE: 26680
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 2x essays
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module explores the relationship between language and society, examining how variation in sound, syntax, morphology and lexis distribute across different aspects of society – for example, the correlation between the use of particular linguistic forms and social class groups, genders, age groups and geographical areas. The module considers the associations that develop between aspects of a speaker's identity and different linguistic forms, the role of prestige (overt and covert), stigmatization and the significance of one's social networks and communities, and how these facets of variation lead to large-scale changes in the English language. 


































LI Stylistics

MODULE CODE: 39769
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x essay
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

Description

This module introduces stylistics as an approach to the study of literary and other creative texts. Stylistics focuses in close detail on language in order to ask questions about how those texts work and what it is that makes them distinctive or effective. The module explores a wide range of texts – poems, novels, plays, advertising, television – and encourages students to make use of a set of stylistic tools to help understand the workings of those texts. For example, by paying attention to word choice, we might see how an author encourages readers to feel that they are ‘seeing’ the world from a particular character’s point of view. Or, by paying attention to conversational turn-taking patterns, we might come to understand how viewers of a police drama get the impression that an interaction is not going well for the suspect. In short, the module aims to equip students with a set of analytical tools that they can use to make sense of texts and their meanings.  
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LH AI in Linguistics and Digital Media

MODULE CODE: 39975
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Written assignment
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

LH ELAL modules only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description

The rapid advancement of Generative Artificial Intelligence presents exciting opportunities as well as profound challenges across society. This module explores the latest developments in Generative AI, with a particular focus on its applications in language and digital media. Students will develop both conceptual understanding of these technologies and practical experience using AI tools. Additionally, students will critically engage with the ethical, social, and professional challenges posed by AI, equipping them with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate and responsibly shape the future of AI in their fields.













LH Authorship Analysis

MODULE CODE: 30672
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1x Essay
SEMESTER: 2 (Spring term only)

LH ELAL modules only available to students able to demonstrate a comprehensive background in studying Linguistics.

Description

Cases of disputed authorship are common in a wide variety of contexts – from famous literary and historical mysteries, to forensic investigations into murder and terrorism, to current scandals involving politicians and entertainers. Although these problems are usually solved through the analysis of external evidence, the texts themselves can provide important clues of authorship. In this module, we will learn about linguistic approaches to the analysis of disputed authorship, including the application of methods borrowed from stylistics, discourse analysis, and corpus linguistics. Students will have a chance to work with data from real cases and will be required to complete an authorship analysis research project of their own design.




