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[bookmark: _Toc203639873][bookmark: _Toc223959567][bookmark: _Toc224051767]35103 LC Landmarks in European Literature A & 
35104 LC Landmarks in European Literature B
Credits: 10+10
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Natasha Rulyova (Sem 1) and Ruth Whittle (Sem 2)

Additional Information
LC Landmarks in European Literature A &B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Module Description: 
35103 LC Landmarks in European Literature A (Sem 1)
This module introduces students to key texts in European literature across the early period (Renaissance to Enlightenment). Students will consider what it means to read texts in translation as well as read literature from two European cultures. The course is designed so as to bring out the critical links between the themes of the various texts and genres read in this course, e.g. the dimensions of the pastoral v the dimensions of the city, the representation of social change in literature and how texts deal with ‘gender’. 
 This course is for First-Year Students. Texts are being read in translation, and discussion will be in English. 

35104 LC Landmarks in European Literature B (Sem 2)
This module introduces students to key texts in European literature from the Enlightenment to the early twentieth century. Students will consider what it means to read texts in translation as well as read literature from two European cultures. The course is designed so as to bring out the critical links between the themes of the various texts and genres read in this course, e.g. the dimensions of the pastoral v the dimensions of the city, the representation of social change in literature; how texts deal with ‘gender’ and the perception of East v West. This course is for First-Year Students. Texts are being read in translation, and discussion will be in English.
Assessment:
35103 LC Landmarks in European Literature A (Sem 1)
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%)
35104 LC Landmarks in European Literature B (Sem 2)
2000-word essay in English (100%). (100%).

[bookmark: _Toc224051768]39764 LI Global Enterprise Project
Credits: 20
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Marie-Beatrice Boucheny 

Module Description: 
This module is intended to introduce students to the key concepts of business with emphasis on how to successfully export your service or product, consultancy planning and enterprise in the area of modern languages. It is run by the Department of Modern Languages in collaboration with Careers Network and the Department for Business & Trade.  
In groups, students will be given a live industry brief to work on from a guest external partner who has a global outlook specialising in international partnerships. Students will be trained in understanding the processes and pitfalls of developing, planning and pitching a project proposal whilst specifically learning about: 
Using creative thinking in relation to ideas generation when developing multiple solutions whilst also being flexible and adaptable.  
Ideas generation and market research in relation to researching the context and the market for the idea/project.  
Marketing and value proposition – how to promote the idea to its users, what is the benefit to them?  
Operations and financials – introduction to Project planning and proposing, communications, analysis and costings.  This will be complemented through a consolidated understanding of the areas of business, including finance, marketing, and human resources, alongside the local, national, and global contexts of business. Students gain key evaluation and reflection skills in order to successfully strategise and manage projects. 
Pitching and presenting – support on how to convince/influence experts to invest and support your project plans.
The course will include one hour of online lecture (flipped classroom), one hour of seminar (timetabled) and a minimum of one hour independent group work, per week.
Assessment:
Group Presentation Project Pitch in English (10 minutes) (25%) Group mark
Group Project portfolio (white paper report) including group reflective statement in English (2000 words) (75%) Group mark

Alternative assessment if there are extenuating circumstances and a student cannot be assessed as part of a group presentation project pitch and group portfolio – as agreed with the module convenor:
In lieu of group presentation and project portfolio: one 2,500-word project portfolio including reflective statement in English (100%) 

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc224051769]39770 LI Work, The Future and You
Credits: 20
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Craig Blunt

Module Description: 
This is a debates and ideas module centred around the way in which the world of work is changing and how our attitudes towards it are evolving. Collectively, we will try to unpack and understand the impact of these changes for society as a whole and for your futures. Drawing on a wide range of texts and articles, we will explore some key trends:
An increasing number of people are now trapped in insecure employment, leading to increasing inequality and political turbulence. An increasingly ageing population in the advanced economies suggests we might need to work for longer; an increasing number of people living with poor health suggests we might not be able to.
Whilst technological change has impacted on jobs in the past – Schumpeter’s ‘creative destruction’ – the rise of Artificial Intelligence risks making a whole range of previously secure white-collar jobs obsolete. Whether this leads to the introduction of a form of Universal Basic Income, a dystopian neo-feudalism in which ‘big tech’ possesses ever larger amounts of wealth or power or some technologically inspired utopia along the lines of Fully Automated Luxury Communism remains uncertain. 
Impending ecological breakdown also provides a strong steer that we should move towards a low consumption economy, which, if realised, would have profound effects on the place of work within our society. 
In the midst of these far-reaching changes, our own attitudes towards work are changing, shaped in part by the pandemic but also by a focus on well-being and flourishing. Movements such as ‘quiet quitting’ or the ‘great resignation’ are testament to this.
Assessment:
1 x 1000-word plan in English (25%)
1 x 20 min individual oral exam in English (75%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:  live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc224051770]39282 LI Language and Power
Credits: 20
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Alice Corr and Emanuelle Santos

Module Description: 
This module fosters students’ ability to identify and articulate the relationship between, and conflation of, language and power. Through a transdisciplinary approach combining the applied study of linguistics and linguistic anthropology, postcolonial critical thought, and cultural analysis, we will encounter different languages around the world, situating language and power relations in historical and geopolitical terms. Focusing mainly on issues of contact and difference in terms of linguistic, social and cultural systems, we will identify and deconstruct pre- and misconceptions surrounding how language is used to exert and react to power, learning to challenge the fetishization of peoples and languages and their sociocultural and linguistic identities. Throughout, we will combine theory with reflective practice to better understand how language and culture are used as a tool for domination, leading students to critically reassess their own position in this transnational process as language users endowed with agency.
Assessment:
1 x portfolio of evidence of learning (3,500 word-equivalent), in English (100%)


[bookmark: _Toc218776945][bookmark: _Toc220053943][bookmark: _Toc224051771]32380 LH Uniformity and diversity in the Iberian-Romance speaking world
Credits: 20
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Alice Corr

Additional Information
This module is designed to be accessible to students without a background in linguistics, and will be most suitable for those with some familiarity with the structure of one or more Romance languages; students unsure about suitability are encouraged to consult the module convenor.
For timetabling reasons, 32380 LH Uniformity and diversity in the Iberian-Romance speaking world cannot be combined with any LH French optional modules.
Module Description: 
Ever wondered how many different types of Spanish or Portuguese are spoken across the world? Why Spanish and Portuguese look so similar written down, but sound completely different? Are Brazilian Portuguese and European Portuguese two languages or one? Where do the varieties spoken in Africa and Asia fit in? Why, if they all come from Latin, do Spanish, Portuguese, Catalan and Galician "count" as languages, but lesser-spoken varieties like Asturian or Aragonese are sometimes called dialects instead of languages? How different and similar are these languages from other Latin-derived ‘Romance’ languages (e.g. Italian, French), as well as to languages to which they are not related?
This task-based module will explore the linguistic diversity of the Iberian-Romance language family—that is, the group of modern-day descendants of Latin as originally spoken on the Iberian Peninsula—in search of the linguistic ‘blueprint’ that unites its languages and dialects. Through practical sessions, students will analyse a range of Iberian-Romance varieties, learning to identify the key linguistic characteristics of this family as a whole, as well as the key linguistic characteristics of each variety individually. Students will develop STEM skills by taking a scientific approach to the study of language, whilst simultaneously deepening their understanding of the linguistic behaviour of their specialist language(s)—i.e. Spanish, Portuguese or Catalan—within the language’s broader linguistic and socio-historical heritage. By the end of the module, students will thus be equipped with the evidence and skills to contribute to popular and academic debates about language and combat misconceptions surrounding issues such as endangered languages and non-standard dialects, linguistic diversity, and multilingualism.
Assessment:
Portfolio of evidence (task-based, equivalent to 3,500 words), written in English (100%)


[bookmark: _Toc220053945][bookmark: _Toc224051772]34928 LH Back to the Future? Hidden Histories and Utopian Possibilities, 1800-present 
Credits: 20
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Isobel Palmer

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons, 34928 LH Back to the Future? cannot be combined with any LH French optional modules.
Module Description: 
It is a truism that history is written by the victors - however, recent attempts to decolonise and expand the curriculum are questioning that very assumption and practice. This course introduces students to important events and ideas that have been excluded from the historical canon and provides them with theoretical and methodological tools to analyse their cultural legacy and critical potential.
Taught by colleagues from across the Department, the course covers multiple disciplines and extends across times, places and identities. Based on an engagement with models of historiography and utopian theory, as well as case studies from a range of cultural and linguistic contexts, we will explore how radical movements in the past and present have used language, images, historical references, political ideas, and the imagination to address the urgent socio-political problems of their respective times and work towards the world they want to live in. Creative group work activities and a creative assignment allow students to think outside the box and develop transferable skills that are required for jobs in creative industries (e.g. film, radio, publishing, and advertising).
Assessment: 
Assignment 1: a creative assignment in English (40% of the mark).
The creative assignment has two components: 
1) a piece of creative work. This should take one of the following forms:
a) a text of up to 500 words (e.g., a utopian manifesto, song lyrics, a poem or another creative text);
b) a podcast or video of no more than 5-7 minutes (e.g., an interview, a musical piece or sound installation, a role play);
c) an image (e.g. a drawing, a political poster, a collage, or a different creative image).
2) evidence of creative research, to include: a project proposal (max. 200 words) AND a short reflective piece (max. 500 words) AND an annotated bibliography (3-5 sources). These formats will be described in more detail during class sessions. The purpose of this component is to document and reflect upon the creative research process and your chosen approach.
Assignment 2: A 2500-word essay in English (60% of the mark).
[bookmark: _Toc218776948][bookmark: _Toc220053946][bookmark: _Toc224051773]41732 LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age I & 
41733 LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age II
Credits: 10+10
Semesters 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Hilary Brown

Additional Information
Exchange students will need advanced level French/German/Italian/ Russian/Spanish and English (equivalent of at least C1 on the Common European Framework).
Incoming Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10 credit modules. Only LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age I (in Sem 1) is available to single-semester Exchange students. 
Module Description: 
LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age I (Sem 1)
This module develops the creative skills which translators need in order to thrive in the twenty-first-century language industry. It examines creative translations by professional translators, considering issues such as translator agency and multimodality. It focuses on the analysis of translations of creative texts (including literary and audio-visual texts), enabling students to develop a sophisticated understanding of human creativity in translation.
LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age II (Sem 2)
This module builds on Translation and Creativity I to develop further the creative skills which translators need in order to thrive in the twenty-first-century language industry. It focuses on the practical application of human creativity in translation. Students will have the opportunity to produce a creative translation, drawing on digital and other resources in an ethical and sustainable manner, and will reflect on the development of their creative practice.
Assessment: 
LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age I (Sem 1)
· 1500-word essay in which students analyse an example or examples of an existing creative translation (100%)
LH Translation and Creativity in the Digital Age II (Sem 2)
1500-word essay in which students discuss their own creative translation project and reflect on the creative process (100%)


18

2















[bookmark: _Toc224051774]Catalan Studies


[bookmark: RussianStudies][bookmark: _33737_&_33745][bookmark: _Toc164069694][bookmark: _Toc224051775][bookmark: _Ref30512544]39276 LI Gender, New Media and Cultural Identity
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Elisenda Marcer

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Module Description: 
This module will introduce the political, cultural and social make-up of the Catalan-speaking territories in Spain and Southern France from various perspectives. Based on theories of nation-building, this module will analyse constructions of Catalan identity and the gendered dimensions of these constructions in new media and traditional cultural manifestations.
It will explore the different models of community that have developed within these regions and their relationship to broader regional, national and transnational formations through the analysis of a range of cultural representations from the area.
Assessment: 
1 x 2,000 word essay in English (75%) 
1x 10 minute presentation in English (25%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.
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[bookmark: _Toc224051776]33737 LI Beginners Catalan Language A & 
33745 LI Beginners Catalan Language B
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 
Module Convenor: Elisenda Marcer

Additional Information
LI Beginners Catalan Language A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year. 
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.

Module Description:
LI Beginners Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
The three weekly hours are distributed between communicative language and grammar classes (2 hours per week) and a parallel cultural hour to develop comprehension and to provide an introduction to Catalan culture by using historical, literary and cultural texts. Direct training in language, oral presentation and intermediate digital skills will be taught across these three hours. 
LI Beginners Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
The three weekly hours are distributed between communicative language and grammar classes (2 hours per week) and a parallel translation hour to develop sophisticated translation strategies and to provide an introduction to Catalan culture by using historical, literary and cultural texts. Direct training in an intermediate level of aural and oral skills will be taught across these three hours. 
Students will also have the opportunity to achieve an extra qualification to increase their employability by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham.
Assessment:
LI Beginners Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
300-words digital or cultural project in English followed by a 5 minutes oral presentation in Catalan on the poster (50%)
1 hour Grammar class test (50%) 
LI Beginners Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
2- hour written examination (50%)
Oral-aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.

[bookmark: _33747_&_33749][bookmark: _Toc224051777][bookmark: _Ref504055462]33747 LI Intermediate Catalan Language A & 
33749 LI Intermediate Catalan Language B
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 
Module Convenor: Elisenda Marcer

Additional Information
LI Intermediate Catalan Language A & LI Intermediate Catalan Language B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Students must have passed Beginners Catalan Language or hold the appropriate level of Catalan. 
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Module Description:
LI Intermediate Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
The intermediate Catalan Course focuses on expanding language skills acquired in Beginners Catalan, and particularly on consolidating grammar knowledge and further developing oral, written and translation skills. The course will also provide an introduction to the study of Catalan visual culture and literature, through an overview of the most important modern and contemporary artists and writers. 
LI Intermediate Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
The intermediate Catalan Course focuses on expanding language skills acquired in Beginners Catalan, and particularly on consolidating grammar knowledge and further developing oral, written and translation skills. The course will also expose students to interpreting and consecutive translation exercises by using role play and authentic materials.
Students will also have the opportunity to improve their employability by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham.
Assessment:
LI Intermediate Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
1 piece of assessed translation (800 words) (50%)
Critical exercise of 1000 words in English or Catalan (50%)
LI Intermediate Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
1.5 hour written exam (50%)
Oral-aural examination (50%)
[bookmark: _Ref125633212][bookmark: _Ref125633213]Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.

[bookmark: _Toc94793879][bookmark: _Toc218776952][bookmark: _Toc220053950][bookmark: _Toc224051778]33755 LH Advanced Catalan Language A & 
33757 LH Advanced Catalan Language B
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 
Module Convenor: Elisenda Marcer

Additional Information
LH Advanced Catalan Language A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Students must have passed Intermediate Catalan Language or hold the appropriate level of Catalan.
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Module Description:
The student will also have the opportunity to achieve an extra qualification by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham
LH Advanced Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
Three hours per week, all primarily in the target language, covering advanced grammar, translation, stylistics and oral and written production. Emphasis will be placed on learning advanced formal registers in written and oral outputs.
LH Advanced Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
Three hours per week, all primarily in the target language, covering advanced grammar, translation, stylistics and oral and written production. Emphasis will be placed on developing advanced translation strategies.
Assessment:
LH Advanced Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
· 2 translation pieces of 500 words each (50%) 
· 2 pieces of continuous assessment in Catalan of 250- words each (25%)
· Oral-aural examination (25%)
LH Advanced Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
· 1.5 hour written examination (50%)
· Oral/Aural examination (35%)
· Translation Handbook (15%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers. If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online 
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[bookmark: _Toc224051780]26168 LI Mandarin Chinese Language Intermediate I
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description: 
This course aims at the lower-intermediate learners and will consolidate, develop, and extend listening, speaking, reading and writing skills acquired at the previous course. As grammar rules become more complex, every new structure will be dealt with in depth while some time will be spent revising and consolidating past knowledge. Structured language will be taught in the context of situations and personalized topics. Semi-authentic materials will be used to improve and to provide stimulus for the development of both productive (speaking and writing) and receptive skills (reading and listening). Students will be encouraged to read character-based scripts and use more Chinese characters in writing.  Students will practise spoken Chinese, and receive formative feedback, as they build up to the oral exam at the end of the year (formally assessed as part of Intermediate II).
More aspects of modern Chinese society and culture will be introduced.
Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group / pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings, use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
1-hour listening and grammar assessment (50%)
1-hour reading and writing exam (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.

[bookmark: _Toc224051781]
26169 LI Mandarin Chinese Language Intermediate II
Credits: 20 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description: 
This course aims at the upper-intermediate learners and will further consolidate, develop, and extend listening, speaking, reading and writing skills acquired at the previous course. More complex structures of Chinese will be taught and students are expected to cope with a variety of less predictable real-life situations and a large amount of Chinese characters/words will also be taught throughout the course. 
Some intensive briefings will be conducted to help students with the China Year Abroad preparation.
Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group / pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings, use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
One 2-hour written exam comprising grammar, reading and writing (50%)
One 20-minute aural and oral assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.
[bookmark: FrenchStudies][bookmark: _Toc218776954][bookmark: _Toc220053952][bookmark: _Toc224051782]
41387 LH Contemporary Chinese Language and Business Culture 
Advanced I
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week.
Module Description: 
This module is designed for advanced learners of Mandarin, building on knowledge and skills acquired through previous study or immersion in Mandarin-speaking environments. It focuses on further developing and refining listening speaking, reading, and writing skills in contemporary Chinese, with a particular emphasis on business context. Students will achieve a high level of proficiency in reading and writing, including managing daily work emails and discussing practical and popular business topics. Authentic teaching materials, such as real-word business cases, will be incorporated into the learning materials. Additionally, students will receive training in creating professional CVs and preparing for job interviews in Mandarin Chinese.
The taught language in class will be majorly in Mandarin Chinese. Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group/pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings., use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate. The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
An essay in Chinese (1200 characters) (100%)
[bookmark: _Toc218776955][bookmark: _Toc220053953][bookmark: _Toc224051783]
41386 LH Contemporary Chinese Language and Business Culture 
Advanced II
Credits: 20 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week.
Module Description: 
This module aims at the more advanced level and extends receptive and productive skills to a more sophisticated level. Learning strategies and study methods will be developed to increase independent learning. Students will be exposed to a variety of different types of written texts. It will teach students to critically analyse written Chinese and to develop their comprehension skills by reading different styles of writing. It also aims to enhance students’ ability to express themselves in writing in Chinese through work on a range of contemporary topics. 
Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group / pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings, use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
· One 10-minute oral presentation (with supporting written/visual aids), including a 2-minute Q&A section in Mandarin Chinese (50%); 
· and the presentation written script (50%).

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online (50%).

[bookmark: _39270_LI_Artistic]
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[bookmark: _Toc1053622][bookmark: _Toc34125581][bookmark: _Toc192751386][bookmark: _Toc224051785]31909 LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A & 31910 LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) B
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semester 1 and 2

Additional Information
This module is compulsory for Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students whose main degree programme in their University abroad focuses primarily on English. It is optional for other Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students specialising in English at their University abroad.
Incoming Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10cr modules (A&B).
Module Description:
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to journalistic texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency. Aural comprehension work will develop the ability to understand in detail, and summarise audio-visual materials. Oral expression will be enhanced by practising the skills involved in making presentations to the whole class on aspects of British civilisation researched through group projects.
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) B
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to journalistic texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency.
Assessment:
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5-minute oral presentation in English to be delivered as part of a group project (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5 minute recorded presentation in English per student (50%)
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) B
1 x 2-hour translation exam in May/June made up of 1 translation into French and 1 translation into English, weighted equally (100%). No dictionary is allowed in the exam.
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.

[bookmark: _Toc1053623][bookmark: _Toc34125582][bookmark: _Toc192751387][bookmark: _Toc224051786]31911 LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A & 
31912 LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) B
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semester 1 and 2

Additional Information
This module is compulsory for Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students whose main degree programme in their University abroad focuses primarily on English. It is optional for other Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students specialising in English at their University abroad.
Incoming Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10cr modules (A&B).
Module Description:
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to narrative/descriptive texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency. Aural comprehension work will develop the ability to understand in detail, and summarise audio-visual materials. Oral expression will be enhanced by practising the skills involved in making presentations to the whole class on aspects of British civilisation researched through group projects.
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) B
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to narrative/descriptive texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency.
Assessment:
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5-minute oral presentation in English to be delivered as part of a group project (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5 minute recorded presentation in English per student (50%)
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) B
1 x 2-hour translation exam in May/June made up of 1 translation into French and 1 translation into English, weighted equally (100%). No dictionary is allowed in the exam.
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers

[bookmark: _Toc223959582][bookmark: _Toc224051787]41785 LC Exploring Identities in the French and Francophone world
Credits: 20 
Semester 1 and 2 (full year)
Module Convenor: Craig Blunt
Additional Information
This module is available to full year Exchange students only.
Module Description:
This module, taught in English with English translations of French texts provided as appropriate, will enable students to discover or further their knowledge of various French identities, focusing on political, sexual, religious, cultural, and linguistic dimensions. Students will engage with historical contexts, contemporary debates, and key documents (which may include literature and visual culture) to understand how these identities have shaped and continue to influence French and Francophone society. Seminars are structured around discussion and debate, encouraging students to reflect and refine their own position on the issues presented. Topics explored may include:
Recent developments in French politics
Debates over the place of laïcité and gender and sexuality in France
Cultural production such as visual art, song, and French film adaptations
Regional languages in France and the role of the French language in an interconnected world.
Assessment:
1 x 2000 word essay in English (50%) [normally Semester 1]
1 x 500 word outline plan (10%) [normally Semester 2]
1 x 10 min individual discussion based on plan (40%) [normally Semester 2]
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform.



[bookmark: _Toc223959583][bookmark: _Toc224051788]35101 LC La France Moderne A & 35102 LC La France Moderne B
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Craig Blunt

Additional Information
LC La France Moderne A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
These modules are for advanced students only; they are not available at beginner level. Students must have A-Level French or equivalent. This module cannot be taken by French native speakers.
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Module Description: 
35101 LC La France Moderne A (Sem 1)
This module provides an introduction to French politics and society. It is divided into 5 Dossiers, each tackling a different aspect of contemporary French society. The first two Dossiers are relatively general in nature, offering students who have never studied politics before a way into understanding some key political concepts together with an introduction of how the economy works. Subsequent Dossiers deal with the French political system, the causes of discontent within our democracies and the changing nature of employment. The module is taught primarily in French with plenty of opportunities for discussion and debate. Students are supported through structured vocabulary learning and the seminars are themed around problems/ dilemmas which encourage the students to walk in the shoes of politicians in order better to understand the challenges they face.
35102 LC La France Moderne B (Sem 2)
Building on the work undertaken in La France moderne A, this module introduces 5 more Dossiers based on aspects of French politics and society. The topics under consideration will be tackling the climate emergency, immigration and asylum, France and the European Union, gender equality and either foreign policy or higher education (based on student preference). The module is taught primarily in French with plenty of opportunities for discussion and debate. Students are supported through structured vocabulary learning and the seminars are themed around problems/ dilemmas which encourage the students to walk in the shoes of politicians in order better to understand the challenges they face. 
Assessment: 
The assessment for modules 35101 and 35102 is linked.
The overarching theme of the assessment is that they are a journalist who produces both a short editorial (in French) and a feature length article (in English) on French politics and society. They are then invited to take part in a ‘televised debate’ as a member of a panel of experts. 
A short editorial/ opinion piece written in French on material covered in seminars and/or political events unfolding in France. 600 words in French (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
Student-led ‘feature article’/ mini-research project. 1500 words in English (30%) 
[normally in Semester 2]
Round table oral exam in French (30 mins duration, students sit the exam in groups of 4 but are marked individually) (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
600 word editorial in French (60%) 
8 min individual oral exam in French (40%).
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
1500 word ‘feature article’ in English (60%) 
Round table group oral exam (40%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform.


[bookmark: _Toc223959584][bookmark: _Toc224051789]35105 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation: France and its people in film and writing A & 
35106 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation: France and its people in film and writing B
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Nicholas Hunter (Sem 1) and Sarah Fishwick (Sem 2)

Additional Information
LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year. 
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Module Description: 
35105 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A (Sem 1)
This module examines how France and its people are represented across various written and audio-visual genres. Student-led seminars supported by lectures will focus on a diverse range of innovative texts produced at historically and /or culturally significant moments. The module will begin with texts / film produced during and in response to the traumatic period of the Occupation of France and its Liberation. Students will encounter relevant historical documents including audio-visual and visual material and investigate the tensions and debates from which the texts emerged and to which they contribute. They will then begin to examine how "innovation" can also mean rethinking the status of cultural artefacts/texts as they become liberated from dominant modes of thinking about them, in newer social contexts. This will build on material encountered in the Core and help them to interrogate representations of France and Frenchness. Students will be helped to familiarise themselves with appropriate critical terminology and develop their research, presentational and close analysis skills.
35106 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation B (Sem 2)
This module offers further discussion of issues of cultural representation across a wider range of genres. Moving beyond the period of the Occupation, lectures and seminars will focus on a diverse range of innovative texts / films produced at historically and /or culturally significant moments, and explore further how artistic / creative / cultural practices have drawn both on events in the recent and less recent past, and on the innovations of earlier canonical works. The module will invite students to consider how "innovation" can also mean rethinking the status of cultural artefacts/texts as they become liberated from dominant modes of thinking about them, in newer social contexts This will build on material encountered in the Core and help them to develop their examination of representations of France and Frenchness further. Students will refine their knowledge of appropriate critical terminology and further develop their research, presentational and close analysis skills. 

Assessment: 
35105 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A (Sem 1)
1 x 2000 word assignment in English (100%)
35106 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation B (Sem 2)
1 x 2000 word assignment in English (100%)


[bookmark: _Toc224051790]39289 LI Sources of Inspiration: Creativity and Adaptation through French Texts
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Emma Wagstaff / Edward Boothroyd

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Module Description: 
In this module, students will investigate how authors and creators of French and Francophone cultural products such as written texts, images, performed works, and films take inspiration from other creative works and how those works are transformed from one genre or medium to another. Students will develop skills in close reading/viewing as well as in critical analysis of the ways in which texts take inspiration from other texts and the contexts in which such adaptations are produced. Students will encounter influential, innovative, and sometimes provocative works and be encouraged to discuss and debate issues raised by the primary and secondary material, informed by knowledge of literary and cultural movements, and they will deploy reading skills in French. The aim of the module is to foster curiosity about cultural works and enjoyment of the inspiration the creators of those works take from French and Francophone cultural production. 
Assessment: 
1 x 3500-word essay in English (100%)



[bookmark: _Toc224051791]39278 LI Global French: Communities, Politics and International Relations
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Craig Blunt / Berny Sèbe

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Module Description: 
This module explores the ways in which communities around the world communicate, cooperate and interact with each other using the French language. In addition to examining the legacy of Empire and France’s place in the world, students will investigate the complexities, tensions and ambiguities of the Francophone postcolonial world as seen from the perspective of metropolitan France (and Belgium), and from former colonies and overseas territories.
The module will typically be based around 3-4 topics, for example: 
Remembering the colonial past
Minorities in the Francophone world
French diplomacy and postcolonial relations
‘Soft power’ and managing the Francophone family
Students will explore key texts, audio-visual material and scholarly articles. The module will introduce students to key aspects of each topic and provide them with the opportunity to undertake short presentations on the chosen topic as well as to engage in discussion and debate on questions which remain divisive within France and the Francophone world. 
Assessment: 
1 x 3500-word essay in English (100%)


[bookmark: _Toc126831781][bookmark: _Toc218776958][bookmark: _Toc220053956][bookmark: _Toc224051792]34930 LH Breaking New Ground: Innovative French Writing and Visual Culture
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Sarah Fishwick/Emma Wagstaff

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with a good level of French.
For timetabling reasons, 34930 LH Breaking New Ground cannot be combined with 32380 LH Uniformity and diversity in the Iberian-Romance speaking world.
Module Description:
In this module, students will study daring and thought-provoking texts from the early twentieth century to the present day. The extent to which these texts reflect key literary and artistic trends of the period will be discussed (modernism, surrealism, écriture féminine, autofiction). A key focus of the module will be the representation of taboo topics, such as trauma, monstrosity, desire and addiction. Recurrent questions will be: how do these texts play with readers' expectations? What are the risks and challenges involved for authors and artists in 'saying the unsayable' or writing texts that resist interpretation? Students will engage with the visual aspects of texts on the module programme, as well as having the opportunity to evaluate published translations of them. The aim of the module is to foster curiosity and enjoyment in the ability of written and visual texts to challenge and innovate. The module will include a visit to the Barber Institute’s collection of French art (or online consultation of works if campus restrictions mean the gallery is not open).
Assessment:
2 x Critical Exercise of 2000 words in English (50% each).


[bookmark: _Toc218776960][bookmark: _Toc220053958][bookmark: _Toc224051793]37656 LH Francophone Caribbean Literature and Film
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Louise Hardwick

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with a good level of French.
For timetabling reasons, 37656 LH Francophone Caribbean Literature and Film cannot be combined with 34928 LH Back to the Future.
Module Description: 
This module examines literature and visual culture from the Francophone Caribbean. It introduces the political, geographic and historical status of the islands, analysing their relationship to metropolitan France through close consideration of major texts and films by authors such as Aimé Césaire, Joseph Zobel, Euzhan Palcy, Maryse Condé and Patrick Chamoiseau. These works explore issues such as métissage, race and racism; bilingualism (French/Creole); slavery and gender. The cultural movements of Négritude, Antillanité and Créolité will also be discussed. Students will also be introduced to key concepts of postcolonial theory.
Assessment: 
1 essay of 3,500 words in English (100%)
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[bookmark: _Toc223959588][bookmark: _Toc224051795][bookmark: _Toc473790894]41786 LC Nation, Democracy, Diversity in the German-speaking world
Credits: 20 
Semester 1 and 2 (Full year)
Module Convenor: Nick Martin
Module Description:
The module will provide an introduction to the themes of nation, democracy and diversity in the German-speaking world in the modern period through the medium of a variety of historical, literary and filmic texts. 
Topics explored may include:
How the numerous and diverse states within German-speaking Europe developed into a unified German state in 1871 that was separate from Austria. 
How political forces such as nationalism and liberalism transformed Germany in the first half of the nineteenth century.
German colonialism before 1914 and its legacies.
How the political question of emancipation related to the situation of women before the introduction of universal suffrage in 1919 and in the Weimar Republic. 
The development of authoritarianism in German-speaking Europe and the rise of Nazism in the context of the First and Second World Wars.
The restoration of democracy after 1945.
The ‘democracy’ of the German Democratic Republic, and how German-speakers looked back on the GDR after its collapse in 1989-90. 
The evolution of Germany’s political and economic position within Europe since 1945.
Politicians’ and writers’ attempts to define German identities.
The changing history of migration to and from Germany in the postwar period.
Assessment:
1 x 2000 word essay in English (50%) [normally Semester 1]
1 x 2000 word essay in English (50%) [normally Semester 2]



[bookmark: _Toc223959589][bookmark: _Toc224051796]41740 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World A & 
41741 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World B
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Elystan Griffiths

Additional Information
LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons German modules cannot be combined with Portuguese modules.
Module Description: 
41740 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World A (Sem 1)
This module will enable students to begin to reflect on the processes of identity formation in the German-speaking world. Its focus will be on literary texts and/or visual works (potentially including film and painting) since 1800. Students will have the opportunity to consider the impact of identity factors such as gender, religion, class, national or ethnic belonging and sexuality on a number of works over the period. Close textual analysis, conducted both inside and outside class, will have the explicit purpose and function of developing students’ language and reading skills: the amount of weekly preparation, initially very small, will gradually increase as students’ competence and confidence in this respect increase.
41741 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World B (Sem 2)
This module will enable students to build on their work in the first semester. We will reflect on the processes of identity formation in the German-speaking world. Its focus will be on literary texts and/or visual works (potentially including film and painting) since 1800. Students will have the opportunity to consider the impact of identity factors such as gender, religion, class, national or ethnic belonging and sexuality on a number of works over the period. In the second semester, we will focus on some longer or more complex works, drawing on the skills acquired in first semester. Close textual analysis, conducted both inside and outside class, will have the explicit purpose and function of developing students’ language and reading skills: the amount of weekly preparation, initially very small, will gradually increase as students’ competence and confidence in this respect increases.  
Assessment: 
41740 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World A (Sem 1)
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%) 
41741 LC Creating Identities in the German-Speaking World B (Sem 2)
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc224051797]39273 LI Cultures of Protest and Terror in West Germany, 1967-1977
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Nick Martin

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with at least level B1 (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) in German.
For timetabling reasons German modules cannot be combined with Portuguese modules.
Module Description: 
The module explores the history, politics and cultural memory of the West German student movement and its violent offshoot, the Rote Armee Fraktion (RAF) aka the Baader-Meinhof Group, during the period 1967–1977. Materials studied will include contemporary media reports, terrorist manifestos and communiqués, a selection of documentary and feature films as well as (semi-) fictional writings by various authors on protest and terror in West Germany. 

The classes will be taught in a mixture of English and German 
Assessment: 
Essay of 3,500 words in English (100%)



[bookmark: _Toc218776963][bookmark: _Toc220053961][bookmark: _Toc224051798]35142 LH Seeing Differently: German-Language Cinema since 1960
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Elystan Griffiths

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with a good level of German. This is not suitable for German native speakers.
For timetabling reasons German modules cannot be combined with Portuguese modules.
Module Description: 
This module will address the development of German-language cinema from the 1960s to the present, focusing on films from German-speaking Europe that present challenges to their viewers to view the world in a new way. Students will examine how cinema has been deployed as a tool of social commentary and critique on matters of national and international importance, such as migration, gender and the legacy of the past. By studying films from different time periods, we will examine how filmmakers have reflected on the power of the image. We will also reflect on the continuing relevance of these films to contemporary problems. 
Assessment: 
· One 3000-word essay in English (75%); 
One recorded presentation of 5-7 minutes in English or German (25%)
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[bookmark: _Toc223959592][bookmark: _Toc224051800][bookmark: _Toc164069712]41738 LC Visions of Italy: through music & 
41739 LC Visions of Italy: on paper and screen
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Paola Cori

Additional Information
LC Visions of Italy A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, Italian cannot be combined with Japanese or Russian.
Module Description: 
41738 LC Visions of Italy: through music (Sem 1)
This introductory module aims at offering Beginners students the essential foundation for a critical understanding of the cultural context of today’s Italy. Not only will music be used as a pedagogical instrument to facilitate students’ emotional understanding, memorisation, and pronunciation, but also to spark intellectual curiosity and personal research, on the cultural issues reflected. Musical texts (ranging from the national anthem, operatic arias up to contemporary rap songs) will be used to contextualise the most relevant cultural issues against their historical background (from the formation of the Italian Kingdom to today’s political landscape).  Listening and enjoying music will translate into linguistic enhancement and real, deeper cultural awareness.
41739 LC Visions of Italy: on paper and screen (Sem 2)
In this introductory module, targeted at Beginners students, historical and contemporary political and societal issues will be explored through a close reading and a critical interpretation of a variety of written and cinematic texts. Students will enjoy, both in the original and in translation, excerpts from historical novels and other works of narrative dealing with crucial events of Italian history as a way to consolidate their understanding of the Italian cultural heritage and its relevance in the contemporary context. They will then compare how the original narrative has been translated into film. Through reading the written page and critically appreciate its cinematic adaptation, students will familiarise themselves with the most prominent works of literature and the most iconic Italian cinematic masterpieces of international acclaim. 
Assessment: 
41738 LC Visions of Italy: through music (Sem 1)
1 essay of 2000 words in English (100%) 
41739 LC Visions of Italy: on paper and screen (Sem 2)
1 essay of 2000 words in English (100%) 

[bookmark: _Toc224051801]30218 LI Italian Core III – Advanced: Icons of Italy
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis. The module will build on the knowledge of key cultural concerns that students developed in year 1; social, political, and historical phenomena; and linguistic skills relating to the Italian-speaking world within and across global contexts and disciplines. Students will also hone skills sets in critical thinking and research that will allow them to engage with and interrogate pressing socio-political issues and cultural phenomena from local and global perspectives. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture, derived where possible from teaching and research projects based in the Department of Modern Languages.
Assessment:
Critical exercise of 1000 words (or equivalent) in Italian (50%).
One oral-aural exercise (50%)     
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc164069713][bookmark: _Toc224051802]30223 LI Italian Core IV – Advanced: Icons of Italy
Credits: 10 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in an Italian-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
Assessment:
1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc224051803]30128 LI Italian Core III – Intermediate: Icons of Italy
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis. The module will build on the knowledge of key cultural concerns that students developed in year 1; social, political, and historical phenomena; and linguistic skills relating to Italy within and across global contexts and disciplines. Students will also hone skills sets in critical thinking and research that will allow them to engage with and interrogate pressing socio-political issues and cultural phenomena from local and global perspectives. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture, derived where possible from teaching and research projects based in the Department of Modern Languages.
Assessment:
Critical exercise of 600 words (or equivalent) in Italian (50%).
One oral-aural exercise (50%)     
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.




[bookmark: _Toc224051804]30135 LI Italian Core IV – Intermediate: Icons of Italy
Credits: 10 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in an Italian-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
Assessment:
1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _41722_LI_Exploring][bookmark: _Toc224051805][bookmark: _Toc473790919]41722 LI Exploring Italian cities: texts and contexts
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Paolo De Ventura

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons Italian modules cannot be combined with Russian modules.
Module Description: 
Cities have their own characters, a character built in their architecture, developed in their history, celebrated in literary, cinematic and musical texts. The exploration of these texts (chosen from a variety of sources and media, and from different historical periods) will engage the students in a formative path of understanding, discovery and appreciation of what makes the Italian culture unique in the contemporary context. Students will be encouraged to find their own ways of exploration according to their interests and skills, making significant stops in the most iconic features of the cultural and architectural cityscapes, researching on them and sharing their findings in class. This module will offer the opportunity for deeper understanding, individual research and critical discussion. This virtual journey through Italian cities will provide the students with the necessary knowledge and the cultural awareness to make the most of, and fully enjoy, their actual explorations during their Year Abroad and/or their future trips to the “Bel Paese”.
Assessment: 
10-minute oral in-class presentation in English (25%)
2,000-word Written Essay in English (75%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc218776965][bookmark: _Toc220053963][bookmark: _Toc224051806]33719 LH Italian Core VI – Language and Contexts & 
33722 LH Italian Core VII – Language and Contexts
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week each semester.
Module Description:
LH Italian Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Italian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Italian-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Italian.
LH Italian Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Italian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Italian-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Italian in guided writing exercises.
Assessment:
The assessment for modules 33719 and 33722 is linked.
· 500-word coursework written exercise in Italian (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
· 2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
· 15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]

Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
· 500-word coursework written exercise in Italian (50%)
· 10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)  

Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
· 2-hour exam (50%) 
· 10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online
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Please note that the University is carrying out a review of assessment processes and requirements. This may lead to us needing to make some adjustments to assessments – the nature of these will not be designed to increase assessment load.
[bookmark: _Toc224051808]26155 LI Japanese Language Intermediate I
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description: 
This module is aimed to the Intermediate level learner and will consolidate, develop, and extend listening, speaking, reading and writing skills acquired at Intensive Japanese Language Beginner II or equivalent. Receptive and productive skills will be developed within a range of contexts in the target language by the use of semi-authentic materials, text and practice books, etc. Structured language will be taught in the context of situations and personalised topics and you will begin to cope with a variety of less predictable real life situations. Students will practise spoken Japanese, and receive formative feedback, as they build up to the oral exam at the end of the year (formally assessed as part of Intermediate II).
Students will learn further 150 Kanji throughout the course.
Students will be given the opportunity to work in a group as well as individually.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
1-hour listening and grammar assessment (50%)
1-hour reading and writing exam (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.


[bookmark: _Toc224051809]
26156 LI Japanese Language Intermediate II
Credits: 20 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 2.
Module Description: 
This module will build up the knowledge acquired in Intensive Japanese Language Intermediate I by developing further skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. You will acquire a high level of competence in written and oral language including debating skills on less common topics. Structured language will be taught in the context of situations and personalised topics and you will begin to cope with a variety of less predictable real life situations. The concept of Keigo (respect form and humble form) will be introduced. 
You will learn further 100 Kanji throughout the course.
You will be given the opportunity to work in a group as well as individually.
The course will also aim to equip you with the ability to access the language autonomously.
Assessment:
One 2-hour written exam comprising grammar, reading and writing (50%)
One 20-minute aural and oral assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.




[bookmark: _Toc504055973][bookmark: _Toc218776968][bookmark: _Toc220053966][bookmark: _Toc224051810]28499 LH Japanese Language Advanced I
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 1
Module Description: 
This module builds on the knowledge acquired in previous core modules. It will teach students to critically analyse Japanese and engage in discussion on a variety of topics related to current issues in Japan. This module also aims to enhance students’ ability to express themselves in Japanese through the preparation of an essay to be delivered at the end of the module.
Assessment:
An essay in Japanese (2500-3000 Japanese characters) (100%)

[bookmark: _Toc218776969][bookmark: _Toc220053967][bookmark: _Toc224051811]
20694 LH Japanese Language Advanced II
Credits: 20 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Module Description: 
This module builds on the knowledge acquired during a study abroad period in Japan. It will teach students to critically analyse written Japanese and to develop their comprehension skills by reading different styles of writing. This module also aims to enhance students’ ability to express themselves in written Japanese on the topics read or given.
Assessment:
· Oral-aural exercise (with supporting written/visual aids) (50%) 
· Two-hour reading and writing exam (50%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.
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[bookmark: _Toc223959598][bookmark: _Toc224051813]41787 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world
Credits: 20 
Semester 1 and 2 (Full year)
Module Convenor: Emanuelle Rodrigues Dos Santos

For single semester Exchange students, the following 10 credit modules are available:
Semester 1: 41788 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world A
Semester 2: 41789 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world B
Additional Information
A 20-credit module is available to full year Exchange students. 
A 10-credit module is available to single-semester Exchange students. 
For timetabling reasons, Portuguese cannot be combined with Mandarin Chinese or German.
Module Description:
This module introduces students to the transcontinental space of the Portuguese-speaking world through an environmental lens. Departing from its origins as a contact zone between Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas in the advent of modernity, the module will explore how the diverse cultures of this transnational region – largely situated in today’s resource-rich and biodiverse parts of the Global South  –  register changing notions of environment, sustainability and development that are key in contemporary debates about the future of our planet. 
Students will engage with a variety of historical contexts, critical concepts and cultural artefacts, including literature, music, film and visual art from different parts of the Portuguese-speaking world. Topics explored may include:
Modernity and the separation of human and nature.
Colonial extractivism and its structural legacies.
Race, racism and resistance.
The dis/able body and labour.
Gender, sex and economic systems.
Anti-colonial struggle, self-determination and utopia.
Postcolonial agency and visions of development.
Sustainability, justice and futurity..
Assessment:
41787 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world (Full year)
1 x15 minutes individual presentation in English (50%) [normally Semester 1]
1 x 2000 word essay in English (50%) [normally Semester 2] 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform 
41788 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world A (Sem 1)
1 x15 minutes individual presentation in English (100%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform 
Semester 2: 41789 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world B
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%)


[bookmark: _Toc224051814]30129 LI Portuguese Core III – Intermediate: Global Cultures in Portuguese
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Portuguese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Portuguese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Portuguese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Portuguese and Lusophone studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Portuguese language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis. The module will build on the knowledge of key cultural concerns that students developed in year 1; social, political, and historical phenomena; and linguistic skills relating to the Portuguese-speaking world within and across global contexts and disciplines. Students will also hone skills sets in critical thinking and research that will allow them to engage with and interrogate pressing socio-political issues and cultural phenomena from local and global perspectives. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture, derived where possible from teaching and research projects based in the Department of Modern Languages.
Assessment:
Critical exercise of 600 words (or equivalent) in Portuguese (50%).
One oral-aural exercise (50%)     
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.




[bookmark: _Toc224051815]30136 LI Portuguese Core IV – Intermediate: Transatlantic Exchanges
Credits: 10 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Portuguese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Portuguese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Portuguese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Portuguese and Lusophone studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Portuguese language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in a Portuguese-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
Assessment:
1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.


[bookmark: _Toc220053969][bookmark: _Toc224051816]33725 LH Portuguese Core VI – Language and Contexts & 
33728 LH Portuguese Core VII – Language and Contexts
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Portuguese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Portuguese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Portuguese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week each semester.
Module Description:
LH Portuguese Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Portuguese language, with specific reference to key debates in the Portuguese-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Portuguese.
LH Portuguese Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Portuguese and Lusophone studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Portuguese language, with specific reference to key debates in the Portuguese-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Portuguese in guided writing exercises.
Assessment:
The assessment for modules 33725 and 33728 is linked.
· 500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
· 2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
· 15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]


Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
· 500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (50%)
· 10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)  

Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
· 2-hour exam (50%) 
· 10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



[bookmark: _Toc218776972][bookmark: _Toc220053970][bookmark: _Toc224051817]34910 LH Thinking Otherwise: Decolonial Approaches to Contemporary Thought and Culture
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Emanuelle Rodrigues Dos Santos

Additional Information
For timetabling reasons Portuguese modules cannot be combined with German modules.
Module Description: 
This module offers students the opportunity to build on their critical skills accumulated over the course of their university studies by engaging with contemporary ideas that have been challenging the exclusive ways in which cultures and societies have been understood since the advent of modernity. With a focus on the experiences of peripheral and semi-peripheral societies in the Portuguese-speaking world, students will assess key contemporary changes in terms of the organisation of culture, attitudes towards the environment, economy, as well as diversity in terms of gender, sexuality, race, religion and abilities that have been changing the world. Through the further study of key theoretical formulations in fields such as decolonial studies, postcolonial studies, cultural studies, comparative literature, ecocriticism, gender studies, critical race theory and disability studies, students will be able to critically analyse the impact and the transformative potential of critical thinking and culture in the 21st century.
All primary and secondary sources, as well as lecture slides and classes are in English.
Assessment: 
· 30% Critical/reflective essay in English (1,500 words) 
70% Critical essay in English (3,000 words)

[bookmark: _39286_LI_Popular]
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[bookmark: _Toc223959601][bookmark: _Toc224051819]41790 LC Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation & 
41791 LC Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Natasha Rulyova

Additional Information
LC Roots of the Rus' & LC Red Lives are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, Russian cannot be combined with Italian or Japanese.
Module Description: 
41790 LC Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation (Sem 1)
This interdisciplinary module introduces students to the early cultural history of the Rus’ and broader East Slavic world, from pre-Christian tribal societies to the consolidation of Christian statehood in Kievan Rus’. We explore the formation of Slavic identity through language, religion, mythology, and oral tradition, tracing how these foundations continue to shape Russian culture.
Key themes include the development of the Cyrillic alphabet, the legacy of Cyril and Methodius, the Christianisation of the Rus’ in 988, and the coexistence of Christian and pagan worldviews (двоеверие). The course also examines the rich tapestry of early East Slavic folklore, including epic byliny, fairy tales (skazki), and ritual songs that reveal the symbolic universe of medieval Slavic communities.
Topics may include:
Early Slavic tribes and pre-Christian cosmologies
Cyril and Methodius and the birth of the Cyrillic script
The Baptism of Rus’ and religious transformation
Dual belief (двоеверие) and pagan survivals
Christianity, monasticism, and sacred literacy
Folklore, oral tradition, and the world of byliny
Fairy tales, magic, and cultural archetypes in medieval Rus’
Language, memory, and the making of cultural identity.
41791 LC Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife (Sem 2)
This module explores everyday life, identity, and representation in the Soviet Union and its post-Soviet legacies. From communal flats to the collective imagination, students will examine how Soviet citizens were shaped by – and resisted – ideological, spatial, and cultural structures. Topics include Soviet conceptions of femininity and masculinity, childhood and youth, the role of art and propaganda, housing and domestic life, and the trauma of the GULAG system.
We will engage with literature, film, visual art, and oral histories to trace the evolution of the Soviet subject and explore how these themes echo in contemporary post-Soviet culture, from chernukha cinema to sots-art and beyond.
Themes may include:
Soviet women and gender ideals
Soviet masculinities and military culture
Growing up Soviet: childhood, play, and education
Housing the people: communal life and private space
GULAG memory and memorialisation
Soviet and post-Soviet film, art, and material culture
The everyday and the extraordinary in late socialism
Afterlives of the USSR in modern Russia and beyond. 
Assessment: 
41790 LC Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation (Sem 1)
Individual project in English (2000 words or equivalent) (100%) 
41791 LC Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife (Sem 2)
Individual project in English (2000 words or equivalent) (100%) 

[bookmark: _Toc224051820]30131 LI Russian Core III – Intermediate: Understanding Russia and the Russians
Credits: 20 
Semester 1

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Russian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Russian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Russian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Russian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within the Russian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis. The module will build on the knowledge of key cultural concerns that students developed in year 1; social, political, and historical phenomena; and linguistic skills relating to Russia within and across global contexts and disciplines. Students will also hone skills sets in critical thinking and research that will allow them to engage with and interrogate pressing socio-political issues and cultural phenomena from local and global perspectives. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture, derived where possible from teaching and research projects based in the Department of Modern Languages.
Assessment:
Critical exercise of 600 words (or equivalent) in Russian (50%).
One oral-aural exercise (50%)     
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



[bookmark: _Toc224051821]30138 LI Russian Core IV – Intermediate: Understanding Russia and the Russians
Credits: 20 
Semester 2

Additional Information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Russian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Russian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Russian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 6 hours per week in Semester 2.
Module Description:
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Russian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within the Russian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis, with specific reference to living and working or studying in Russia. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
Assessment:
2-hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%) 
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



[bookmark: _Toc218776974][bookmark: _Toc220053972][bookmark: _Toc224051822]33730 LH Russian Core VI – Language and Contexts & 
33738 LH Russian Core VII – Language and Contexts
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semesters 1 and 2 

Additional Information
LH Russian Core VI & LH Russian Core VII are co-requisites and both modules must be taken. 
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Russian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham). 
Students who have Russian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Russian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week in Semester 1 and Semester 2.
Module Description:
LH Russian Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Russian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Russian-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Russian.
LH Russian Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Russian studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Russian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Russian-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Russian in guided writing exercises.
Assessment:
The assessment for modules 33730 and 33738 is linked.
· 500 word coursework written exercise in Russian (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
· 2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
· 15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]

Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
· 500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (50%)
· 10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)  

Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
· 2-hour exam (50%) 
· 10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online

 

[bookmark: _Toc94793913][bookmark: _Toc157604600][bookmark: _Toc218776975][bookmark: _Toc220053973][bookmark: _Toc224051823]37847 LH Business Russian
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Olga Kenton

Additional Information
This module is available to Incoming Exchange Students with the required level of Russian (must spend one semester or a year in Russia).
Module Description: 
Intended for advanced learners of Russian who would like an introduction to business language and to learn the skills of business dialogue in Russian. It will be especially useful for people who plan commercial activity in Russia. It will give knowledge of the mechanics of Russian reading and listening skills conversation and enabling foreigners to communicate verbally within the framework of their business dealings with Russia. Students will improve their negotiating and linguistic skills having the opportunity to use them in role plays. The thematic range is quite wide including a lexicon from different areas of business life, giving students useful business information and providing a solid grounding in business etiquette. Though the course does not contain detailed information on grammar, grammatical explanations are given where appropriate (particularly for complex or unusual situations). The module will help students to advance their knowledge of Russian business culture and language.
Assessment: 
· 1 x 20-minute oral presentation in Russian ‘Your Company’s Business Portfolio’ supported with Power Point slides in Russian (max 600 words) (100%), including Q&A at the end of the presentation.

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.
[bookmark: _39287_LI_Reading][bookmark: _41719_LI_19th]
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[bookmark: _Toc223959605][bookmark: _Toc224051825][bookmark: _Toc164069736]41806 LC Introduction to Hispanic Cultures
Credits: 20 
Semester 1 and 2 (Full year)
Module Convenor: Jules Whicker
Module Description:
The module will provide an introduction to key concepts that are relevant for the analysis and understanding of  the Hispanic world through the medium of a variety of  historical documents, literary texts, films and visual arts. The aims of this module are to enable students to begin developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Hispanic Studies and start explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge with a focus on cultural awareness and analysis. 
Topis may include:
Linguistic diversity in the Spanish-speaking world
The formation of Spain and the Hispanic world: how Spain came to become first a nation-state, and then a powerful Empire, and its global impact
Colonialism and Postcolonialism: the discovery, conquest colonization of the Americas and the procees of independence that gave birth to what is now  known as Latin America; and the past and present consequences of these historical events
Race and ethnicity in Spain and Latin America
Gender in the Hispanic world
Transatlantic connections, past and present.
Assessment:
1,000-word Critical Commentary in English (30%) [Normally in Semester 1]
5-minute recorded video-presentation in English (20%) [Normally in Semester 1]
2,000-word essay in English (50%) [Normally in Semester 2]


[bookmark: _Toc223959606][bookmark: _Toc224051826]42023 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A & 
42024 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures B
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Antonio Sanchez

Additional Information
LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Module Description: 
42023 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A (Sem 1)
The module will develop the students’ historical understanding of processes of decolonisation and nation-formation through exploration of selected historical material related to the processes of independence and nation-building in Latin America throughout the nineteenth century until the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution.
42024 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures B (Sem 2)
The module will develop students’ understanding of the main historical developments relating to the incorporation of Latin American countries to global markets, the emergence of mass politics and the effects of the geopolitics of the Cold War in the region until the end of the twentieth century.
Assessment: 
42023 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A (Sem 1)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30% 
42024 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures B (Sem 2)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30% 

[bookmark: _Toc223959607][bookmark: _Toc224051827]41736 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A & 
41737 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures B
Credits: 10+10 
Semester 1 and 2
Module Convenor: Jules Whicker

Additional Information
LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year. 
Module Description: 
41736 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A (Sem 1)
The module will provide an introduction to visual culture in the Hispanic world across the last 5 centuries. In the process it will explore the evolution of visual practices at pivotal historical moments, and how these practices may shape and reshape notions of Hispanic identity. Selected texts in a variety of visual media will address these notions in Iberian and/or Transatlantic contexts.
41737 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures B (Sem 2)
The module will develop students’ understanding of visual culture in the Hispanic world through exploration of selected themes that invite the identification of connections across that world. In the process it will consider how visual practices can negotiate notions of labelling and the politics of identity. Selected texts in a variety of visual media will address these notions in Iberian and/or Transatlantic contexts.
Assessment: 
41736 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A (Sem 1)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30% 
41737 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures B (Sem 2)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30%



[bookmark: _Toc224051828]39280 LI Icons of the Hispanic World
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Antonio M. Sánchez

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with the appropriate knowledge of Spanish.
Module Description: 
This module will explore the formation of some of the most representative iconic figures in the Hispanic world across different periods.
Those figures will be studied in relation to the ways they have forged ideas of Hispanic culture and identity as well as the way they have been appropriated both from within and outside the Hispanic world.
They will also be studied in connection to their contribution towards the development of perceptions that continue to shape both popular and cultural imaginaries.
This study will be framed within general discussions relating to basic notions of iconicity and the characteristics and formation of iconic images.
Assessment: 
1 x 2,000-word essay in English (75%)
1 x 10-minute video presentation in Spanish (25%)


[bookmark: _Toc224051831][bookmark: _Toc218776978][bookmark: _Toc220053976][bookmark: _Toc224051829]39284 LI Mexican and Chicano Art in the Twentieth Century: Revolution and Beyond
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Lucy O’Sullivan

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with the appropriate knowledge of Spanish.
Module Description: 
This module examines the artists and artworks that have shaped the visual cultures of Mexico and the Mexican diaspora during the twentieth century. Examining key visual works from the 1920s to the 1990s, it will explore how visual art has been used by artists of Mexican origin and descent as a tool to consolidate and challenge certain models of political, racial and gender identity across time and space. It will highlight the broader historical significance of visual representation in Mexico since the period of the Conquest and examine specific modern artworks in the context of key political developments such as the Mexican Revolution (1910-1917) and the Chicano Movement (El Movimiento) (1960s-1990s). This course will expand students? knowledge of concepts explored in the Core module such as mestizaje, migration and Latino cultures, the legacies of colonialism and the art of Frida Kahlo.
Assessment: 
1 x 250-word exhibition-style description of a specific artwork in English to be submitted on CANVAS (20%) 
1 x 2500-word essay in English to be submitted on CANVAS (80%)



34942 LH Performing Gender/Translating Performance
Credits: 20 
Semester 1
Module Convenor: Jules Whicker

Additional Information
This module is also available to Exchange students with proficiency in Spanish to level CEFR C1.
Module Description:
In this module students will examine and reflect on issues of gender and society through translation work on a seventeenth-century play and study of key speeches from further plays that give dramatic expression to gendered identity. The module will also address the theory of gender as performance; and engage students with the theory and practice of translating for performance. The module centres on translation activity as a lens for understanding how a speech articulates character and situation within the play, and how this representation of experience relates to contemporary attitudes and realities. These ideas will be studied in the context of a specific theatrical milieu where anxieties over gender identity and gender conflict were constantly fore-grounded; and where significant numbers of female actors, managers and playwrights succeeded in making independent careers for themselves in a society that habitually defined itself in terms of male agency and authority: the Spanish early modern “Golden Age” (16th and 17th Centuries). The representation of gender in these plays and the social realities behind them connect directly with 21st century experiences of gender violence, patriarchy and female empowerment.
Assessment:
· One recorded reading of textual extract in its source- and target- language versions (25%). Students will translate source texts into English or modern Spanish, whichever is their first language;
· One 500-word reflective commentary on the translation process (25%) Students will write in English or modern Spanish, whichever is their first language;
One 2,000-word essay (50%) Students will write in English or modern Spanish, whichever is their first language.


[bookmark: _Toc126831807][bookmark: _Toc218776980][bookmark: _Toc220053978][bookmark: _Toc224051830]34900 LH Imagining the Truth: Latin American Culture in a Post-truth World
Credits: 20 
Semester 2
Module Convenor: Antonio M. Sánchez

Additional Information
This module is available to Exchange students with the appropriate knowledge of Spanish.
Module Description: 
The question of truth has always been a hotly debated one, but it seems to be more at issue than ever in recent years. The emergence of qualifiers attached to the concept of truth (post-truth in particular was declared 2016 word of the year by Oxford Dictionaries) and phrases such as ‘fake news’ or ‘alternative facts’ may indicate that the notion of truth is indeed changing.
This module explores the consequences for learning, teaching and scholarship in the Humanities of this shift that involves a diminished importance of investigation and fact-checking (i.e. re-search). If truth and facts, and the way of attaining them, no longer seem to make significant difference to the way people think or act, it is a legitimate enquiry to explore the purpose of learning, teaching and research in this context. 
This module will explore these issues by studying a series of texts from Hispanic culture that deal with historical investigation, witnessing, testimony, etc. As they are concerned with issues of great importance to ordinary people (e.g. state violence, human rights, cultural identity, etc), they will be studied in relation to the controversies and debates they have sparked. The meaning and purpose of studying them will also be a key element of the approach to them.
Assessment: 
· A Wikipedia style article written in English, 2000 words (50%)
· An in-class seminar group presentation in English, 5-minute individual contributions (25%) group mark
· A 5–7-minute video presentation in Spanish (25%)

Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.


[bookmark: _Toc224051832]27567 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (Sem 1) & 30354 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (Sem 2)
Credits: 10 + 10 
Semester 1 & 2

Additional Information
Erasmus and exchange students who are native speakers of Spanish only,
Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10-credit modules.
Module Description: 
These courses will cover the advanced analysis and translation of different text types and functions in Spanish, focusing in particular on levels of language, register and stylistics. Students will be shown how to analyse the features of a variety of texts, and will translate selected examples of these texts from English to Spanish and Spanish to English. The classes will also address different techniques and approaches to translation.
Assessment: 
27567 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (sem 1) 
Coursework (100%) including producing translations into English and Spanish accompanied by summaries, and annotations (1,000 words).
30354 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (Semester 2)
Coursework (100%) including producing translations into English and Spanish accompanied by summaries, and annotations (1,000 words)
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