Department of Philosophy Semester 2
Module descriptions 2025/26

Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability. 
For many of these modules, some experience of studying Philosophy may be required, and you should remember this when choosing your modules. If there is another module that you need to have studied before taking this, it will be stated in the module description.
Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (March 2025) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2025/26 academic year.

Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2025/26, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
6


First Year (LC Modules)
Art of Persuasion B: Philosophical Texts

MODULE CODE: 33080
CREDIT VALUE: 10
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1 x 1500 word essay (100%)
SEMESTER: 2

DESCRIPTION
In this module students meet in a weekly seminar with a member of staff for in-depth discussion of one selected text and discuss the text and develop their responses. Each of the texts on offer will be engaging and accessible and will explore a key area of philosophy. On completion of this module the student will be able to engage closely with a modern work of Philosophy, extract from it the essential arguments, and produce a critical evaluation of them.
In addition to the weekly seminars there will be two lectures focused on reading philosophy and analysis of it.




Moral and Political Philosophy

MODULE CODE: 32792
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: Two 1500-word essay (each contributing 50% to the final module mark). 
SEMESTER: 2

DESCRIPTION
One half of this module is mainly concerned with normative ethical theories about what is the right thing to do, and what it is to be a good person. Theories covered in the module are likely to include consequentialist theories including utilitarianism, deontological theories including Kantianism and virtue-based approaches to ethics. The other half is concerned with the question of political obligation: whether there is such a thing as legitimate state power. This question will be approached by studying some of the major philosophers who have tried to provide a justification for state power, such as Plato, Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau. It will also look at some critiques of political obligation based on anarchism and/or feminism. 














Reasons to Believe

MODULE CODE: 32794
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1 x 1500 word essay and 1 x 1 hour written unseen exam (each contributing 50% to the final module mark).
SEMESTER: 2

DESCRIPTION
How should we decide what to believe, and what does it take for our beliefs to constitute knowledge? These questions belong primarily to epistemology, and the module covers some quintessential epistemological topics such as the characterisation of knowledge; scepticism, internalism vs. externalism, coherentism vs. foundationalism, perception, testimony and a priority. Another place to look for insights into knowledge is the philosophy of science, and so the module also includes a cursory introduction to the philosophical theory of scientific methodology.
One important category of beliefs that is especially difficult to understand in traditional epistemological (or philosophy of science) terms is religious beliefs. Some theists propose theoretical arguments for the existence of god; others maintain that religious belief is a matter not of argument but of faith. The module incorporates critical introductions to both of these approaches to religious belief.











Second Year (LI Modules)


























LI Sex, Ethics and Philosophy

MODULE CODE:  23955
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2 
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

This module will concern issues in the philosophy and ethics of sex.  It will cover topics such as: liberal versus ‘traditional’ understandings of the function of sex; the harm principle; consent and competence to give it; what laws the state should/may impose relating to sex; the permissibility of contraception, homosexuality, pornography and prostitution.  The module employs the topic of sex as a route into fundamental issues in ethics and philosophy concerning liberalism, the law, the nature of ethics and related issues.

PREPARATORY READING AND TEXTBOOK FOR THE MODULE:

•	Igor Primoratz (1999). Ethics and Sex. Routledge.


ASSESSMENT:

(a) 1750 word essay (50%) 
(b) 1750 word essay (50%)


LI Feminist Philosophy

MODULE CODE:  26782
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

This module addresses some of the key debates in feminist philosophy. It begins with a general overview of feminism, of the agenda and interests that appear to mark out feminist philosophy in general, and of the breadth and diversity of feminist thought. The course may cover feminist approaches to, among other things, metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of language, ethics, and political philosophy. Key questions are likely to include several of the following:

· What is gender?  What is sex?  How should these and other social categories be understood?
· Do men and women have distinctive ways of knowing?  Do traditional accounts of knowledge discount the experience of oppressed groups?
· How does gender interact with other individual features, such as race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality?
· How should individuals and institutions evaluate and address traditional feminist issues including pornography, prostitution, cosmetic surgery, norms of beauty, standards of sexuality, marriage, the gendered division of labour, and sexual harassment? 
· How should individuals and institutions evaluate and address more recent feminist concerns around war, terrorism, climate change, the resource curse, migration, global poverty, labour standards, and international trade? 

This is a module for anyone who wants to think more about how feminist analysis can contribute to our understanding of ourselves and the social world around us.

SUGGESTED READING:

•	Fricker, Miranda, and Hornsby, Jennifer (eds.), 2000, Cambridge Companion to Feminism in Philosophy, CUP. 
•	Jaggar, Alison and Young, Iris Marion (eds.), A Companion to Feminist Philosophy, Blackwell, 1999.

ASSESSMENT:

· 1 x 1750 word essay OR 10-15mins presentation (50%)
· 1 x 90 min CT exam (50%)


LI Logic

MODULE CODE:  40218
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: Students must have taken an introductory formal logic module at their home institution.

DESCRIPTION:

This is a module on intermediate logic. It follows on from the Level C introduction to logic. Building on the knowledge and skills acquired in the Level C logic module, the module focuses on concepts and theories that commonly feature in contemporary philosophical research. Individual topics will include some of the following:

· A formal introduction to metalogic and metalogical proofs (e.g. of completeness and soundness);
· The nature of logical consequence (including understanding logical consequence via models and/or proofs);
· The nature of logical connectives (e.g. interdefinability and/or the Sheffer stroke);
· A specific investigation of one or more non-classical logics (e.g. three-valued logics, modal logics, relevance logics, free logics);
· The logic of conditionals (e.g. material conditionals, indicative conditionals, counterfactual conditionals);
· Some grounding in the history of logic (e.g. of ancient and medieval precursors to logic as it is practised in the analytic tradition and/or non-Western logical traditions such as Indian or Chinese logic);
· Some grounding in the philosophy of logic.

ASSESSMENT:

1 x 50 minute in-class test (40%)
1 x 90 minute centrally-timetabled exam (60%).

LI Climate and Environmental Ethics

MODULE CODE:  38929
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

Climate change, plastic pollution, biodiversity loss, disturbance of the geochemical cycles, freshwater depletion and other global environmental challenges are highly complicated challenges which face humankind in the 21st century. They raise fundamental questions about how we should live and what kinds of societies we want, what our relationship is with nature, and how we transition from our current way of life with an unsustainable impact on the environment to a society with minimal environmental impacts (including net-zero-carbon dioxide emissions). 
This module is an interdisciplinary module, starting from up-to-date scientific knowledge and including insights from economics, political theory, moral psychology to inform ethical and moral analysis of global environmental problems. We will address the political and ethical questions raised by climate change and other global environmental problems, including:
- Who should pay the burdens involved in tackling climate change and other global environmental problems? 
- To what extent can we rely on technological innovations to humanity’s environmental impact? Do we need measures to reduce population (growth)? Do we have to reduce our (material) wellbeing to achieve sustainable lifestyles?
- How can the (human and non-human) victims of global environmental problems be compensated?
- What should we, as individuals, do to reduce our impact on the global environment? 
- What are the relationships between various duty-bearers (individuals, corporations, political institutions) in addressing global environmental problems (as paradigmatic examples of collective action problems)?
- What motivates duty-bearers and society at large to reduce humanity’s environmental impact? 
- How do we value non-human animals and the natural environment? 
- How should we conceptualise our relationship with the natural environment?

ASSESSMENT:
1 x 90-minute open-book, in-class computer-based test (50%) and 1 x 1,750 word essay (50%)





















LI The Ethics of Killing

MODULE CODE: 26826
CREDIT: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

One of the Ten Commandments is ‘Thou shall not kill’. But the Bible doesn’t, of course, forbid all killing. And few of us, whether we have religious commitments or not, are strict absolutists about killing (people, in other words, who believe that taking a life is categorically never morally permissible). Indeed, almost of us believe, at the very least, that it is permissible to kill a villainous attacker in self-defence to avoid being killed oneself. Someone might say that, while killing is not always wrong, it is always wrong to kill the innocent. But is even this true? What, for instance, of the woman who wants to end her pregnancy, thereby killing her innocent fetus? Or the doctor tending to a terminally ill patient who desperately wants to die, but cannot self-administer the lethal dose of morphine that would end his suffering? Or the pilot sent on a bombing raid to destroy an enemy military target, who knows that, if he completes his mission, nearby civilians will unavoidably be caught in the blast? This module examines when killing is wrong, why it is wrong when it is wrong, and how far these moral judgments can and ought to be taken into account in law and policy-making. Topics on which we are likely to focus include abortion, euthanasia and assisted suicide, self-defence, terrorism, and war.
The module opens with an examination of some relevant background issues in the philosophy of death, such as the meaning and nature of death, the relationship between death and personal identity, and complexities in assessing the badness of death for the one who dies. It is expected that war and self-defence in particular will be cornerstones of the module, with other likely topics including (depending on what is being offered in other modules from year to year) abortion, euthanasia, and the killing of animals. In studying practical questions about killing in various contexts, participants in the module will also thereby become conversant with a number of important issues in ethical theory of more general significance, such as the distinctions between doing and allowing, intentional and foreseen harm, eliminative and opportunistic agency, and so on. And they will also consider the relationship between the ethics of killing at the level of individual choice and the design of domestic and international laws regulating and prohibiting killing. Where the latter is concerned, students are likely to become acquainted not only with debates concerning the feasibility and potential consequences of implementing different laws and policies, but also, where appropriate, with debates within political philosophy over public justification and state neutrality (that is, over whether the state must refrain from coercing citizens on the basis of reasonably disputed metaphysical or ethical doctrines).

ASSESSMENT:
1 x 1,750 word essay (50%) AND 1 x 60-minute centrally-timetabled exam (50%)
Final Year (LH Modules)
LH Philosophy of Mathematics

MODULE CODE:  26094
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2 
PRE-REQUISITES: Student will need to have an appropriate experience of Logic.  Please contact the module leader before selecting this module. 


DESCRIPTION:

This module is an introduction to the central concepts, themes, and figures in philosophy of mathematics. We begin with a survey of the logical and mathematical notions presupposed in the main debates. We then study the most influential “isms” in this field: logicism, formalism, intuitionism, structuralism, realism, empiricism, and nominalism. The last lecture of the module provides an overview of recent controversies, focusing on the philosophy of set theory. The reading of primary sources will also give us the opportunity to become familiar with key historical thinkers such as Frege, Hilbert, Carnap, Gödel, and Dummett.
SUGGESTED READING:
Shapiro, Thinking about Mathematics, Oxford University Press, 2000.
Linnebo, Philosophy of Mathematics, Princeton University Press, 2017.
Benacerraf and Putnam (eds.), Philosophy of Mathematics: Selected Readings, Second Edition, Cambridge University Press, 1983.  

ASSESSMENT:
1 x 1 hour in class exam (50%)
1 x 2000 word essay (50%)




LH It’s About Time

MODULE CODE:  30950
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2 
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

This module covers the contemporary issues in the metaphysics of time. Topics which will be covered will include topics such as: 
•The Ontology of Time: Does the past exist? Does the future? Is it only the present which exists?
•Tense: Is the present moment metaphysically special?
•Timelessness: Might there be no time, contrary to what we see around us?
•Persistence: How do objects go from one time to another? 
•Time Travel: Can anything go back in time? What would the world be like if it did?
•Other Disciplines: How does physics bear on the metaphysics of time? How does the philosophy of time bear on issues in the philosophy of religion?

PREPARATORY READINGS:
Baron, S. and Miller, K. 2018. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Time, Polity Press.
Curtis, B. and Robson, J. 2016. A Critical Introduction to the Metaphysics of Time, Bloomsbury.
Le Poidevin, R. 2005. Travels in Four Dimensions: The Enigmas of Space and Time, Oxford University Press.

ASSESSMENTS:
Two parts:
(a)	One 2000 word essay (50%)
(b)	One 1 hour exam (50%)
LH Being Good and Doing Right

MODULE CODE:  26794
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

What is the good life?  What moral requirements are there on us?  Should we aim to do whatever our moral duty is, or should we aim to be good people?  Questions like these are the subject-matter of moral theory.  This module will examine issues found in recent work in moral theory, including some of the following:

· Should we think that the consequences of our actions are all that matters to the morality of those actions?
· If this view (consequentialism) is true, what form does the best version of consequentialism take?
· Is there a contemporary version of Kantianism that is a more plausible moral theory?
· Are there good objections to both consequentialist and Kantian theories, such as the objection that someone who lived the way those theories require would not be a good person, or would not have a good life?
· Can a Kantian or a Consequentialist be a friend?
· What philosophical account can we give of friendship and love, and how might these relate to ethics?
 
In looking into these issues we are likely to stumble across other topics for discussion, such as the nature of happiness and well-being, the nature and importance of love and friendship in the good life, and the nature of virtue.  (In any given year, the precise issues covered may vary.)

READINGS:

Crisp and Slote (eds.) Virtue Ethics (OUP, 1997).

ASSESSMENT:

Two parts:
(a) 2000 word essay (50%) 
(b) 2000 word essay (50%)
LH Topics in Philosophy of Religion

MODULE CODE: 26825
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

This module covers a variety of topics in the philosophy of religion, focussing--thought not exclusively concerned with--contemporary issues. The topics covered will include some of the following: 
•Various arguments for the existence of a deity, god, or divine being e.g. the Cosmological Argument (is there a first cause, or fundamental explanation, which requires God?), the Fine Tuning Argument (do the constants of the universe indicate that God designed the universe?), the Ontological Argument (can we reason from 'God is Perfect' to God existing on the grounds that, more or less, a non-existent God is imperfect?);
•Atheistic arguments e.g. the long-standing problem of evil whereby God cannot exist because of the presence of evil in the world. (Focus will be given to responses to the problem of evil, which may include contemporary responses such as the 'multiverse response' that God was obliged to create every possible universe, including our imperfect one, in order to create the perfect world.)
•The rationality of belief in God. Are theists justified in believing in God? Are atheists justified in not believing? Is agnosticism the only reasonable position? What role, if any, must evidence play in theistic belief?
•The nature of prayer, providence, and prophecy. Why pray if God already knows what you need and want? Is our free will compatible with God's foreknowledge of what we will do?
•The nature of the afterlife. What positive role could Hell play in existence? How can it be reasonable to punish an individual to eternal punishment, no matter how terrible the crime they committed? How can we come back to life once we have ceased to be? How can I go to Heaven if, as materialism says, I am nothing but a physical brain?
•The philosophical theologies of different religions e.g. the nature of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and Original Sin.
Preparatory Reading:
Everitt, Nicholas 2010: ‘The Divine Attributes’. Philosophy Compass. Vol. 5, no. 1, pp. 78–90.
ASSESSMENT:
2 x 2000 word essays (50% each)





































LH Reason and Belief

MODULE CODE: 31431
CREDIT VALUE: 20
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION:

On the epistemology side, our main focus is on the concept of epistemic justification: for a belief to count as knowledge, must it be justified by a foundation, or is justification holistic or infinitist? To have knowledge must a thinker be aware of her reasons or evidence, as traditional ‘internalists’ maintain, or should we seek a more naturalistic, ‘externalist’ conception, free of that assumption? Following that, we’ll consider some issues concerning distinctive sources of knowledge: e.g. perception, thought, memory, and/or testimony.
Knowledge is closely related to belief and reasoning, and so philosophical questions about the mind fit well with the theory of knowledge. In this part of the module we'll examine some of the following questions: How do beliefs and other psychological states represent the world outside? How do they relate to phenomenal properties, and are the latter distinctively problematic? In predicting and explaining the beliefs and thinking of other people, do we rely on a theory of how people reason, or do we simulate their thinking by putting ourselves in their shoes? To conclude the module, we'll discuss self-knowledge, a topic that brings philosophy of mind and epistemology elegantly together: how do you know what you believe?
PREPARATORY READINGS:
• Lemos, N., An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge.
• Crane, T., Elements of Mind.
ASSESSMENT:
Two parts:
(c)	One 2000 word essay (50%)
(d)	One 2000 word essay (50%
