
GET INTO
TEACHING

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
TIME TO TEACH



Rewarding high academic 
achievement
We offer a wide range of scholarships to 
reward your academic performance and 
support you during your time at the University. 
As we look to support education in the UAE, 
our scholarships are designed to offer you 
generous financial support and reflect the 
outstanding quality for which we are known.

For more information on our scholarships, 
please visit www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai/
study/fees-and-funding/scholarships

Malika Chandoo, fully funded scholar PGCE 
Secondary Mathematics Education with Professor 
Glyn Watson, Provost

SCHOLARSHIPS  
‘It feels great to be part of this 
historic moment for the University of 
Birmingham Dubai and to be amongst 
the first students to study here. 
I am excited to embark upon this new 
stage of my career and look forward to 
the journey that lies ahead’ 

Malika Chandoo – Fully funded scholar

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE
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Our expert educational practitioners are 
from the University of Birmingham’s highly 
acclaimed School of Education whose 
programmes have been rated ‘Outstanding’ 
by Ofsted (UK). Our dedicated teaching 
team offer the supportive professional and 
academic training needed to enable both 
recent graduates and career changers 
to succeed. 

Ranked within the top 40 institutions in the 
world (QS World Rankings), the School of 
Education has a long-standing reputation as 
an international centre of excellence for 
teaching and research. You will be taught by 
academics and practitioners from a School 
that is leading the way on pioneering research 
in diverse specialisms from character education 
and race inequities, to innovative technology 
for children on the autism spectrum.

Our Primary and Secondary teacher education pathways prepare 
top graduates for a career in which they inspire learning and 
transform lives.  
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TEACHER EDUCATION AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM DUBAI
Your Future Starts Here 
Across the globe schools are seeking 
dynamic and highly qualified teachers. 
Staff within the School of Education have 
been working closely with the UAE’s 
Knowledge and Human Development 
Authority (KHDA), on the development of 
high-quality teacher training programmes 
which lead to the award of the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (PGCE) in Primary 
or Secondary Education. 

Our one year, full-time teacher training 
programmes will prepare you for entry into 
the teaching profession as a reflective and 
critically aware practitioner through a 
significant emphasis on research-led teacher 
education. This will include key elements 
delivered by staff from the University of 
Birmingham and supported by senior 
teachers from schools in Dubai.

Why study with us?
 Achieve a globally recognised teaching 

qualification that is taught, assessed and 
accredited by one of the top universities 
in the United Kingdom. 

 Develop as a teaching professional while 
residing in the UAE. 

 Improve your employability by developing 
a portfolio that demonstrates a wide range 
of professional competencies linked to the 
UK and UAE standards. 

 Our University programmes have been 
rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 

 Routes into an MA in Teaching Studies 
are available upon successful completion 
of the PGCE. 

 Work with elite tutors and educators. 
 Develop a global approach to education. 
 Study on a programme approved by 

the KDHA. 

How will you be taught?
During school placements, you will apply 
what you have learnt and continue learning 
through observing experienced teachers, 
team teaching with peers and teachers, and 
supported solo teaching within classes. 

As the programme progresses, you will 
develop increasing confidence and expertise 
in selecting from a repertoire of learning 
activities that are supported by appropriate 
use of resources and technology. 

The programme has an excellent and proven 
track record and although it is rigorous and 
challenging, it forms an excellent preparation 
for a successful career in teaching.
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INITIAL TEACHER 
EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
PGCE in Primary Education 
(5–11 years), 1 year, full time
 
Suitable for those interested in becoming 
a teacher across the full 5–11 age range, 
the Primary Education programme is a full-
time one-year postgraduate programme 
taught at both our campus and also with 
placements in our partnership schools. 

The programme is designed to help you 
plan, teach and develop your classroom 
skills within the primary age range. Time 
within the programme is spent developing 
necessary subject knowledge in English, 
Maths and Science, alongside the 
consideration of whole-school issues such 
as Managing Behaviour. 

The programme has two parts: 

Part 1: While studying on campus, we 
develop your understanding of theoretical 
and practical issues inherent in the 
classroom teaching of subjects and 
whole-school issues within the primary/
foundation curriculum. The following areas 
are covered by all students: 
 Professional Studies 
 English 
 Mathematics 
 Science 
 ICT 

Part 2: The school-based practice enables 
you to apply what you have learned and to 
develop and refine your teaching skills.



7



8

PGCE in Secondary Arabic Education 
(11–18 years), 1 year, full time

Education is a fundamental element for 
the development of a nation and the best 
investment in its youth (UAE Vision 2021).

The UAE Vision 2021 and the National 
Agenda state that pupils must have a 
strong knowledge of the Arabic language. 

The School of Education at the University 
of Birmingham has a longstanding 
reputation as a centre of excellence for 
teaching and learning in a wide range of 
areas of educational practice and policy. 
We are delighted to be offering the PGCE 
Secondary Arabic Education as part of our 

teacher qualification programmes 
and supporting aspiration in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Designed for those who want to teach the 
Arabic Language to pupils aged 11–18 
years, this programme is based on both the 
UK and UAE teaching standards. This full 
time, KHDA approved teaching qualification 
is designed to prepare students for entry 
into the teaching profession as a reflective 
and critically aware practitioner. 

The programme includes block teaching 
at the University campus in Dubai  
alongside school experience in two 
different partner schools. This allows  
for a richer experience from both a 
theoretical and practical perspective.



PGCE in Secondary English Education 
(11–18 years) Entry for September 
2020, 1 year, full time

Designed for those who want to teach 
pupils aged 11–18 years, the PGCE in 
Secondary English Education programme 
is a full-time, one-year programme with 
some of the time being spent in placement 
schools. It includes study around teaching 
methods, school-based work and whole-
school issues. 

The teacher training programme is 
designed to meet recognised teacher 
standards in the UAE and UK and time is 
spent in placement schools to develop the 
necessary experience and skills. All key 

areas of teaching English will be covered, 
including speaking and listening, reading, 
writing, grammar, media and drama. Whole 
school issues such as equal opportunities, 
catering for Special Educational Needs 
and assessment of learning in English feed 
through the programme. 

This programme will enable students to 
become reflective, confident practitioners, 
as well as offering a strong conceptual 
framework about education, children, 
English and classroom teaching from both 
a theoretical and practical perspective.
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PGCE in Secondary Mathematics 
Education (11–18 years) 
1 year, full time

Designed for those who want to teach 
pupils aged 11–18 years, the PGCE 
in Secondary Mathematics Education 
programme, is ideal if you want to inspire 
children to have a strong interest in 
mathematics. 

The programme develops a deep 
understanding of issues and complexities 
that surround the teaching and learning of 
mathematics. Our aim is to develop you as 
a thinking teacher who will be aware of the 
choices in how to teach mathematics and 
make informed decisions about how you 
work with your students. Our sessions will 
rarely be in the form of a lecture, instead, 
we use activities and discussions as the 
main delivery. 

Through our teacher training courses we 
will help you become aware of issues 
relating to planning lessons, assessment, 
the difference between telling students 
information and teaching students, 
standard misconceptions students 
have about mathematics topics, how 
different approaches to teaching a topic 
can change the learning experience for 
students and how choice of resources 
and technology can change the sort of 
mathematics with which students engage. 

The course lays the foundations for you 
becoming a future leader in mathematics. 
You will be prepared for employment in a 
generalist role at the start of your career, 
where you will ‘champion’ mathematics and 
inspire pupils and teachers.



PGCE in Secondary Science 
Education (11–16 years)
1 year, full time
Designed for those who want to 
teach pupils aged 11–16 years, 
the PGCE in Secondary Science 
Education programme develops your 
skills and abilities in understanding 
the complexities which surround the 
teaching and learning of science; 
the subject knowledge and the 
pedagogy. 

We will develop you as a reflective 
teacher who considers carefully the 
choices in how to teach Science and 
makes informed decisions on how 
you work best with students.
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‘I got into teaching to answer 
those burning questions 
children have and to make 
a difference.’
Amenah Munshi
PGCE Primary Education
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PGCert in Inclusion and Special 
Educational Needs, 1 year, part time

The Inclusion and Special Educational 
Needs (ISEN) programme is a 60-credit 
postgraduate certificate designed for 
in-service teachers, school leaders, 
education policy leaders, and others 
working directly or indirectly with children 
with disabilities in the UAE, the UK, and 
around the world. 

The ISEN programme covers a range of 
topics, specifically: cross-cultural disability 
theory, inclusive policy and evaluation, and 
inclusive classroom practices. Students 
in the ISEN PGCert programme will take 
three 20-credit modules over the course 
of one year: 

 Cross-Cultural Issues in Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 Inclusion: Individual and Group 
Differences 

 Evaluation and Policy Analysis for 
Inclusive Education 

The ISEN programme is taught through a 
blended approach of digital and face-
to-face learning. Students will engage in 
one module per term and modules are 
designed on activity and project-based 
learning strategies that engage students to 
reflect on, and innovate, their professional 
practices to promote the inclusion of 
all students.
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When studying on the ISEN 
programme, you will: 
 Gain an increased knowledge and 

awareness of inclusion and special 
educational needs to support all 
students in the classroom. 

 Understand cross-cultural and 
global issues in inclusion and special 
educational needs. 

 Learn from globally recognised 
experts on inclusion and special 
educational needs. 

 Develop assignments and projects 
to support Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) portfolios. 

 Have the opportunity to progress 
to PGDip and Med in ISEN (based 
at our Birmingham campus, but 
offered online). 



MEET THE EXPERTS

Noshaba Anbreen  
PGCE Secondary Science Education 

Noshaba is a lecturer in Science 
Education and has taught Science in 
the UK and Internationally for 9 years, 
including in the Gulf, where she has held 
leadership positions on a pastoral, subject 
and department level. When she is not 
lecturing, Noshaba carries out Youth 
Mentoring projects within Birmingham.

Karen Brodie  
PGCE Primary Education 

Karen is a Primary Education Lecturer and 
has worked in the education sector in the 
UAE as a teacher trainer, for many years. A 
qualified and experienced practitioner, with 
extensive Primary teaching practice, Karen 
is also a Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy in the UK.

Mary O’Connor  
PGCE Secondary Mathematics Education 

Mary is a Lecturer in Mathematics 
Education and has held leadership 
positions in UK schools for over 15 
years. Mary has also taught overseas 
at a Leading International School in 
the Middle East.

Dr Anne Raynor 
Director of Education Programmes (Dubai)

Anne is an experienced educationalist and 
has been a senior leader in secondary 
schools for many years, as well as Head 
teacher of a number of SEN schools and 
a school’s inspector. Anne has a particular 
interest in inclusive education policy in the 
Middle East.
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Dr Matthew Schuelka  
PGCert in Inclusion and Special 
Educational Needs 

Matthew is Lecturer in Inclusive Education 
with a diverse background of study, research, 
and teaching experience in the United 
States, Bhutan, Malaysia, and the UK. Past 
school teaching experience includes general 
education, music education, language arts, 
and special and inclusive education.

Dr Christine Szwed  
Strategic Director of Overseas Programmes 

Chris is a Reader in Teacher Education 
and led the team in developing the PGCE 
programmes for delivery in Dubai. In 
June 2015, she was awarded a National 
Teaching Fellowship by the Higher 
Education Academy (HEA).

Sanam Yaqub  
Schools Partnership Strategies Manager 

Sanam is an experienced teaching 
practitioner and accredited Executive 
Coach and Mentor. Having been in the 
UAE for over 10 years, Sanam has a wealth 
of experience working in UAE and UK 
schools in a leadership role with a focus on 
raising attainment and aspiration for positive 
student outcomes.
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CAREER SUPPORT
Careers and support 

As a student teacher, you will learn about 
and practise the teaching of your own 
subject and/or age group. Throughout 
your programme, we will help you explore 
important issues such as classroom 
management, equal opportunities, special 
educational needs and pastoral care. 

We will help you acquire the knowledge 
and skills needed to meet the other varied 
demands that are part of life in school 

and give you a solid understanding of 
whole school issues. You will also receive 
guidance on how to gain a teaching post 
and benefit from our links with schools 
across the UAE. 

Our Career Services offers a support 
programme during key recruitment points 
throughout the year, with guidance on 
teaching applications, interview techniques 
and presentation skills.



Tutor and Mentor 
You will personally be allocated 
a University tutor who will guide 
and support you throughout your 
programme, along with a dedicated 
experienced school mentor during 
your school experience. Collaboration 
between the university and placement 
school ensures that progress is closely 
monitored as students enhance 
their teaching capabilities through 
completing two different placements 
undertaken during the academic year. 
Through collaborating with exceptional 
schools across the UAE, the University 
of Birmingham ensures that ongoing 
support is provided throughout the 
year. Mentors across the collaboration 
schools meet with University staff on 
a regular basis to ensure consistency 
and high standards are adhered to.
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PARTNERSHIPS
Be part of something special 

The University of Birmingham Dubai has 
established key strategic partnerships with 
some exceptional Primary and Secondary 
schools across the UAE. 

Schools are selected due to their excellent 
teaching and learning, innovative learning 
environments and aspirational leadership 
and work collaboratively with the university 
throughout the PGCE programme. 

The selected schools support our ITE 
programme through offering placements to 
the PGCE students throughout the course 
of the year. Experienced mentors within 
the schools work alongside our university 
lecturers to ensure the student is receiving 

support throughout the programme. The 
continuous professional development of 
the school mentor is supported through 
training given by the university to ensure 
that high standards are maintained and 
adhered to consistently. 

The close collaboration between the 
university and school ensures that our 
students are fully prepared for their first 
teaching post and have fully developed as 
reflective practitioners, ready to embark 
upon a successful career in teaching. 

The University of Birmingham is committed 
to raising the profile of teaching as a 
profession and to shaping and influencing 
the educational landscape of the region.



School collaborations:
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HOW TO APPLY
Go to our course finder pages 
and just click ‘apply now’ to 
begin your application: www.
birmingham.ac.uk/dubai/study

Your application will be 
considered. This will take up 
to ten working days after your 
application and supporting 
documents have been received. 
An application cannot be 
considered until all the 
necessary supporting documents 
have been received, such as 
references and transcripts.

Shortlisted candidates who meet  
the entry criteria will be invited to 
an interview; in Dubai, Birmingham 
or via Skype

You can track the progress of your 
application and receive updates 
from us via the Applicant Portal. If 
you are made an offer, this will be 
conditional.

Once you accept, meet all of the 
conditions of your offer and pay 
your tuition fee deposit, we will 
confirm your unconditional place.

Supporting documents
 
For all programmes, you will need to 
provide supporting documents with your 
application. These include: 
 Transcript or statement of results of 

your relevant qualifications (originals or 
certified copies are not required at the 
application stage) 

 Two references 
 If English is not your native language, 

a copy of your IELTS, TOEFL or Pearson 
Academic English Test certificate 

 A copy of your passport personal 
details page 

Please refer to the course page for full 
entry requirements. 

Your Offer 
 
Your offer letter will detail the requirements 
to be met before your place can be 
confirmed. Offer holders are advised to 
fulfil their conditions as soon as possible 
to allow sufficient time to obtain a visa, if 
required, along with Dubai Health Authority 
approved medical insurance.
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Inspire learning, transform lives

Join the conversation 

#UoBDubai #teachingmatters 

/unibirminghamdubai 

/unibirminghamdubai 

@birminghamdubai 

University of Birmingham Dubai 

admissions.dubai@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

Designed and printed by Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
B15 2TT, United Kingdom

www.birmingham.ac.uk

www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai

Block 2, Dubai International Academic City
P.O. Box 341799, Dubai

Permitted by the Knowledge and Human Development Authority. The academic 
qualifications granted by this institution and certified by KHDA shall be recognised 
in the Emirate of Dubai by all public and private entities for all purposes.
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